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TRANSPORTATION

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

SULFIDE MINING
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EAGLES NEST TWP – 
A parade of cars was escorted on 
the newly constructed six-mile 
portion of Highway 169 last 
week. The sneak preview was 
the much-anticipated conclu-
sion to a ribbon-cutting event 
ceremoniously held to signify 
the completion of the 21-year 
battle to improve the highway 
between Ely and Tower.

The new section was 

opened to traffic earlier this 
week as final paving and strip-
ing are completed over the next 
couple of weeks.

As stakeholders and local 
residents gathered at Eagles 
Nest Town Hall for the last 
update meeting conducted 
by Minnesota Department of 
Transportation officials, one 
reaction seemed to be repeated 
over and over, “Wow, what a 
view.”

A new road with a view
Highway 169 project 
nears the finish line
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Vehicles were escorted on the new section of Highway 169 between Six Mile Road and  
Eagles Nest last Thursday following a ribbon-cutting ceremony dedicating the road 
improvement project that took more than two decades to complete. photo by K. Vandervort 

WASHINGTON—The lawsuits 
against the Trump administration’s resto-
ration of mineral leases for the Twin Metals 
project piled up this week as four more 
organizations filed two separate lawsuits 
challenging the legitimacy of the decision. 

Friends of the Boundary Waters, a 
long- standing environmental advocacy 
group in Minnesota, filed its lawsuit 
in federal district court in Washington, 
D.C. on Monday. Also on Monday, the 
Wilderness Society, Izaak Walton League, 
and the Center for Biological Diversity 
filed a similar lawsuit in the same federal 
court. 

The latest lawsuits come on the heels 
of a legal challenge filed late last week by 
Northeastern Minnesotans for Wilderness 
and nine Minnesota businesses. The 
lawsuits make similar arguments and are 
likely to be consolidated by the court in 
the weeks to come. 

Twin Metals spokesperson Bob 
McFarlin said the company is currently 
reviewing the latest legal filings. “Twin 
Metals firmly believes there is no basis 
for a court to disturb the reinstatement 
of the leases, and will take appropriate 
steps to defend the government’s actions,” 
McFarlin stated.

At issue is the May 2 decision by 
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke to renew 
two federal mineral leases located along 
the South Kawishiwi River. Both the U.S. 
Forest Service and the Bureau of Land 
Management under President Obama had 
denied renewal of the leases in December 
2016, a decision that had all but halted 
work on the Twin Metals mine proposal 
being advanced by Chilean mining giant 
Antofagasta. 

But the Interior Department’s new 
legal counsel, Daniel Jorjani, issued an 
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More lawsuits 
filed against 
Twin Metals 
mineral leases

ELY – The Ely Patriotic Choir 
kicks off the Fourth of July celebration 
here on Sunday, July 1 with a concert 
in the Washington School Auditorium, 
beginning at 2 p.m. The choir and 
orchestra are under the direction of 
school band director Sarah Mason. The 
event is free and open to the public.

The party continues on Wednesday 
with many activities centered around 
the traditional parade, which begins 
at 1 p.m. 

A fun run, pancake breakfast, 
family picnic with games, a concert, 
and other activities will fill Whiteside 

ORR-Summer is in full swing and 
Orr is getting ready for the city’s annual 
July 3rd Fun Day celebration.  Earlier 
risers can get a pancake breakfast at 
the American Legion beginning at 7 
a.m. and available until 10 a.m.  After 
breakfast from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., the 
American Legion will also host the 
craft fair and the Dress Your Teddy 
Bear Contest at 4 p.m.

If you want to start out with an 
activity to get your day going, sign up 
for the 5K Walk/Run.  Registration is 
from 8 to 8:45 a.m. at the tennis courts, 
race begins at 9 a.m.  The Calvary 

TOWER- The hours and hours 
and hours of planning that go into the 
best little hometown Fourth of July 
celebration in the state are adding up, 
as the Tower-Soudan Lake Vermilion 
Events Board gets ready for another 
celebration of our nation’s birthday.

This year’s celebration will feature 
all of the regular favorites, with a few 
new twists.

The week of fun begins on Sunday, 
July 1 with the free community picnic 
at the Breitung Recreation Area (by the 
skating rink) from 1 - 4 p.m. There willl 
be free hot dogs, pop, popcorn, and root 

ELY ORR TOWER
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Ely Patriotic Choir concert July 1
ELY- On Sunday, July 1 at 2 p.m. in the Ely 

Washington School Auditorium the choir and 
orchestra, under the direction of Sarah Mason, will 
perform their seventh annual Pre-Fourth of July 
concert. This concert is free to the public.  

Vermilion Dream Quilters annual 
potluck July 12

TOWER- Vermilion Dream Quilters will meet 
on Thursday, July 12 at Linda B’s for our annual 
potluck.  Arrive any time after 3 p.m. for a very 
nice, relaxed gathering. Show and tell is encour-
aged. If you missed the sign-up at the last meeting, 
bring whatever you’d like and feel free to join us. 
Since parking is somewhat limited, please plan to 
carpool if possible.

The Vermilion Dream Quilters is a guild with 
members from throughout the Iron Range and 
Arrowhead Region and is open to anyone interested 
in quilting and creative sewing. Members encourage 
and instruct each other and share tips. Guests and 
visitors are welcome. For more information, please 
contact Corrine Hill at 218-753-4600.

Call for artists for annual juried art 
show at the Lyric Center for the Arts

VIRGINIA- The annual juried Iron Range 
Exhibit at the First Stage Gallery will begin soon; 
the deadline to enter this exhibit is July 7.

Join us as we celebrate through art, what the 
Lyric Center values most about the Iron Range, 
during the month of August. Work, play, everyday 
- this is a chance for the Lyric Center to show what 
we’ve got to offer. Work can be 2D or 3D. 

To enter, please submit a written narrative about 
your artwork, please include whether the work has 
been exhibited at another venue (where and when) 
and whether the work will be for sale with approx-
imate price points. Please include artist statements, 
artist biography, and digital images of the piece of 
artwork. If it’s a work in progress, send 6-8 images 
that are representative of the exhibition proposal. 
Please label images in this format: ArtistName-
Title-Size-YearCompleted.jpg.

There is an entry fee of $5 for each proposed 
image, paid at https://squareup.com/store/the-first-
stage-gallery. 
Proposals submitted electronically are preferred 
and can be sent to firststagegallery@gmail.com. 
Deadline is July 7.

Summer six-week grief support group
ELY- Experiencing the death of a loved one 

can be a very difficult experience. Learning about 
the grieving process and having support from others 
can help a great deal. Please consider reserving your 
spot to participate in this six-week grief support 
group. It is open to anyone in our area who has 
experienced the death of a loved one.  

The group will meet Wednesdays from 2 - 4 
p.m., July 11, 18; Aug. 1, 8, 15, 22 at the Ely-
Bloomenson Community Hospital, Conference 
Room B, 328 W Conan St., Ely.

There is no cost for these groups. The group 
will be facilitated by Catherine Burt, LSW, East 
Range Hospice Family Grief Support Services and 
Linda O’Neill DeRemee, LGSW.

Please register by Friday, July 6 by calling 
1-877-851-2213 or 218-749-7975. This group is 
sponsored by Essentia Health St. Mary’s East Range 
Hospice.

Eagles Nest Annual Picnic and 
Barbeque on June 30

EAGLES NEST TWP- Eagles Nest Township 
Lakes Association invites all to the annual picnic 
and barbeque on Saturday, June 30 at noon at the 
Eagles Nest Town Hall. Please bring your own 
tableware and a dish to pass. Barbeque chicken, 
lemonade, and coffee will be provided. Please call 
Bud at 218-365-2331 with any questions.

U.S. to face off against Canada in Int’l Tug of 
War during the Dragon Boat Festival on June 30

COMMUNITY  EVENTS  AND  NOTICESCOMMUNITY  EVENTS  AND  NOTICES
Niiyo-wiij-Anishinaabeg (Four Friends) show 
opening at Duluth Art Institute on June 29

I N T ’ L  F A L L S - 
Backus Community Center 
is pleased to announce 
the return of a tug of 
war against Canada on 
Saturday, June 30 begin-
ning at 8 a.m. The event, 
which was started by the 
mayors of International 
Falls and Fort Frances 
years ago, hasn’t been suc-
cessfully held since 2013. 
The most recent attempt 
in 2014 was stymied by 
flooding on Rainy River 
where the event is held. 
International Falls cur-
rently possesses the Tug 
of War trophy, which lists 
each country’s wins. 

The tug of war will 
be held in conjunction 
with the seventh annual 
International Boundary 
Waters Dragon Boat 

Festival hosted by the 
International Boundary 
Waters Dragon Boat Club 
(IBWDBC).  

The day begins at 8 
a.m. with team tent set up 
and decoration.  Teams 
are encouraged to decorate 
their tents for a chance to 
win “Best Team Camp.” 
Opening ceremonies are 
at 10 a.m. and racing will 
start at 10:30 a.m.  The 
Cancer Survivor Tribute 
Flower Ceremony will 
happen at 12:45 p.m.  The 
tug of war will happen 
immediately following the 
Flower Ceremony.  When 
tugging has finished, the 
championship race rounds 
will begin.  Medals and 
trophies will be awarded 
at the end of the day with 
Dueling Dragons Tug of 

War taking place in the 
water on the Fort Frances 
side.

Food vendors will be 
on-site as well as massage 
therapy, flower cart, an 
Escape Room, and live 
music. The entire festival 
is a fundraising event 

for Backus Community 
Center. For more informa-
tion, please contact Backus 
Community Center, 900 
5th St., International Falls, 
218-285-7225 or go online 
at www.backusab.org.

DULUTH- The Duluth Art 
Institute, St. Louis County Historical 
Society, and Historic Union Depot 
Corporation are privileged to show-
case over fifty pivotal works by 
three prolific artists, Carl Gawboy, 
George Morrison and Joe Geshick. 
Each has had a profound impact 
on contemporary art and how each 
reflects and celebrates Anishinaabe 
life. Niiyo-wiij-Anishinaabeg (Four 
Friends) celebrates the individual’s 
journey, including the viewer, the 
fourth friend. As you explore each 
unique piece, you are invited to 
reflect on your path as you experi-
ence wiijiiwaagan (traveling with 
friends together). 

You are invited to attend an 
opening reception on Friday, June 29 
from 5 – 9 p.m. A closing reception 
will take place on Tuesday, July 24 

from 6 - 8 p.m. to include a larger 
program with a pipe ceremony, feast, 
speakers, and presentation of gifts, 
in the Great Hall in the Depot at 506 
W Michigan St. in Duluth. 

Niiyo-wiij-anishinaabeg is from 
Anishinaabemowin and is closely 
translated into “Four Friends.” The 
four friends include the three artists 
and a space holder for you, the viewer 
to become a part of the relationship 
the artists all have in common, cre-
ating art to build community and 
relationships among humanity. 

Niiyo-wiij-anishinaabeg will 
include sketches by Joe Geshick 
and George Morrison as the blue-
prints for what would become their 
master works and signature styles. 
Carl Gawboy will include eight 
new works on paper that storyboard 
the artist’s first major book project 

which will be released this fall. These 
three prolific Anishinaabe artists 
have never been shown together 
before.

The three men have a long 
history together as artists and friends. 
Their work represents a true shift 
in contemporary art that forged the 
pathway for today’s Anishinaabe 
artists. 

The small opening reception 
on June 29 will include a ceremo-
ny to welcome the art, recognize 
the land and thank the artists and 
their families for bringing together 
the Anishinaabe community. The 
opening reception begins at 5 p.m. 
in conjunction with the Downtown 
Duluth Art Walk.  

The exhibition was curated by 
Jason Pearson, Curator at The Duluth 
Art Institute. 

Joe Geshick (1943-2009), sketch for The Feeding of the Spirit, ink and graphite on paper, 
9” x 14”, ca. 2000, Geshick Family Collection.

Cook Medical Clinic
20 5th St SE

(218) 666-5941
Open Mon-Sat

(877)  541-2817  www.ScenicRiversHealth.org

Behavioral Health Services 
Now Available in Cook!

Welcoming
Celin Williams, LICSW

Addressing concerns for all patients, 
including depression, anxiety, and 

stress management, family/couples 
therapy, trauma counseling, and 

substance abuse counseling
Email: jodi.summit@gmail.com

for registration form or race map
Registrations accepted race day starting at 7 a.m.

10K or 5K-$10 • Kids Run is FREE 

T-Shirts available on race day (first-come, first-served)
To register or for more info, contact

Jodi Summit at 218-753-2950 (leave message)
Sponsored by the Friends of Vermilion Country School

Vermilion Walk & Run36th 

Wednesday, July 4 • Tower
Main Street/Fire Hall Area

• 10K Run - 8 a.m. • 5K Run/Walk - 8 a.m.

• 1-Mile Kids Fun Run - 8:15 a.m.
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Confirms that he plans to sell, rather than lease, the RV sites he’s proposed, sparking debate about ordinance

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

Cultural Center organizers predict progress this year
LVCC PROJECT UPDATE

CITY OF TOWER

RV park developer surprises planning and zoning board

Top left: Lake Vermilion 
Cultural Center founder Mary 
Batanich strums the banjo 
during the musical portion of 
the Midsummer event.

Above right: Jan Kimes 
directs the choir as it sang 
songs with a Minnesota theme. 

Right: Scarlet Stone drew 
plenty of laughs with her 
rendition of the song “Lime 
Jello, Marshmallow, Cottage 
Cheese Surprise.”
photos by J. Summit

TOWER— The proposed 
developer of an RV park along 
the East Two River caught city 
planning and zoning officials by 
surprise on Tuesday evening, 
as he confirmed a rumor that he 
intended to sell the individual 
RV sites he hopes to build, rather 
than rent them. 

Developer Dave Rose 

revealed his plan in response to 
a question from planning and 
zoning commission member 
Kevin Fitton, saying that it had 
been his plan from the start 
to sell the sites. Planning and 
zoning officials, who have been 
overseeing the environmental 
review of the project for almost 
two years, said it’s the first they 
had heard of Rose’s concept.

“That changes everything,” 

responded Planning and Zoning 
Chair Steve Altenburg, “because 
the whole process was built on 
a conditional use permit for an 
RV campground.” Altenburg 
added that Rose’s plan would 
essentially be a subdivision, that 
would require legal descriptions 
for each of the sites as well as 
separate electrical and sewer 
services. “And every single lot 
would have to conform to the 

standards,” Altenburg added.
“We shouldn’t even be 

talking about this because none 
of us really know what the stan-
dards are until we review what 
he suggests he wants to do,” 
said commission member Steve 
Abrahamson.

But commission members 
continued to try to make sense 
of how Rose’s revelation would 
conform with the city’s ordi-

nance. Rose maintained that 
his project has been treated as 
a planned unit development, 
which has different rules than a 
subdivision. “If you read your 
rules for a planned unit develop-
ment, you can sell in a planned 
unit development,” he said. 
“That’s what I applied for, for 
two years I’ve planned a planned 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See ZONING...pg. 5

TOWER- This is the 
year that significant prog-
ress on the Lake Vermilion 
Cultural Center will begin. 
That was the message at this 
year’s Midsummer Gala, the 
annual fundraiser for the 
project to restore the historic 
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 
and create a cultural center 
in downtown Tower. 

The 125-plus year-old 
church was moved from its 
location on North Second 
Street to Main Street in 
2015. It was placed onto 
a new foundation with a 
full basement. Since then, 
a storage garage has been 
constructed on the site, and 
a lobby addition that wraps 
around the old church was 
added to create more interior 
space.

But for the past several 
years, the building has sat, 
and to the outside eye, no 
progress was being made.

But as Nancy Larson, 

who has been leading 
the development effort 
for LVCC noted, the past 
two years have been spent 
working with architects 
with experience in historical 
preservation and working up 
plans to bring the structure 
up to code.

“People don’t think that 
a lot has been happening,” 
she said. “But it has…We 
realized that the building 
was over 100 years old, and 

not up to current standards.”
The work will begin 

this summer, thanks to a 
$268,000 grant from the 
IRRRB.

The city of Tower is 
also submitting a new grant 
to help fund some of the 
demolition costs that are part 
of the project. The project 
qualified for those funds this 
past year, but the funding 

IRRRB grant and Midsummer fundraiser to fund next steps in restoration of former church for new center

See CENTER...pg. 5
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I Brighten Up Your 
Cabin This Summer!

Jim can help you
find that perfect

combination of color
and affordability
with your carpet

selection!

Have A Safe & Happy Holiday!
Closed Tues. & Wed. July  3 & 4

Largest Selection
of Brand Name 
Cabinets and
Counter Tops

Around!

Check it Out!

Carpet
and Carpet Remnants

Laminates
and Hardwood

Ceramic Tile

Great Selection of Flooring!

floortoceiling.com/virginia
Open: Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri

8 AM-5:30 PM
Thurs: 8 AM-6:30 PM

Sat. 9 AM-3 PM

Duluth, MN • Mon - Fri 9-6pm • Sat 9-5pm • Sunday 12-5 pm | Virginia, MN • Mon - Fri 9-5pm • Sat 9-4pm • Sunday Closed

Duluth 

2032 West Superior Street 
218-722-5581

andersonfurniturecompany.com
Virginia 

214 2nd Avenue North 
218-741-9356
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SAVE $500 ON SELECT RECLINERS  
PLUS SCORE A FREE ACCESSORY.

OFFER ENDS AUGUST 6        STRESSLESS.COM

LAUREL  Stationary Sofa  $699
Matching Stationary Loveseat... $679

HAYES
Reclining Sofa      $899

ROWAN

Recliners Starting at $399

MORRISON

JASPER

	  

Showplace Cabinetry is made in America by employee-

owners who take great pride in every cabinet they craft for 

you. Your creative choices are nearly unlimited, and it’s all 

backed by the assurance of a lifetime warranty. Call us to 

learn more about what we can do for your dream. 

YOUR	  DREAM,	  	  
CLOSER	  TO	  REALITY.	  

andersonfurnitureandkitchens.com	  

214 2nd Ave N, Virginia 
Hours: M-F 9-5, Sat 9-4, 
Closed Sunday 
218-741-9356 
 

INTEREST FREE FINANCING AND LAYAWAY AVAILABLE 

Duluth
2032 W. Superior Street

218-722-5581
M-F 9-6 PM, Sat 9-5 PM 

Sun 12-5

www.andersonfurnitureandkitchens.com

Virginia
214 2nd Ave., North

218-741-9356
M-F 9-5 PM, Sat 9-4 PM 

Sun Closed



Plenty of national 
media thought they 
saw something sur-
prising in President 
Donald Trump’s 
r e c e n t  v i s i t  t o 
Duluth— a signal that 
Trump and his cam-
paign team believe 
Minnesota and its ten 
electoral votes could 
be in play in 2020. 

“Trump takes 
aim at Minnesota’s 

ube r - l i be ra l s , ” 
read the headline 
in  D .C . -based 
Politico.  

Rolling Stone 
suggested that 
even the decid-
edly liberal city 
of Duluth was 
“potential Trump 
Country,” paint-
ing Minnesota’s 
port city as a kind 
of post-industrial 

hellscape wracked by drug 
addiction, poverty, and per-
sistent grime. Yes, not crime. 
The writer said every surface in 
Duluth was “covered in a thin 
layer of grime.” Duluthians, not 
surprisingly, took offense at the 
somewhat ridiculous portrayal of 
their fair city. Trump Country? 
How dare you?

Yet Trump is a master 
divider and his people have 
picked up on the growing 
rural-urban divide in the state. 

Politico says it’s that divide that 
has put Minnesota on Trump’s 
radar.

Trump did make inroads 
in a large swath of Minnesota 
in 2016, including on the Iron 
Range, where he won the Sixth 
Senate District, which represents 
the heart of the Range, by just 
over a thousand votes.

But there are three reasons 
why I don’t think Trump will 
win Minnesota in 2020. First, 
Hillary Clinton won’t be on the 

ballot for the Democrats. I’ve 
written before of Clinton’s weak-
nesses as a candidate and won’t 
repeat them here. But Trump’s 
near-miss in Minnesota last 
time was as much a reflection of 
Clinton’s unpopularity as it was 
of Trump’s ability to connect 
with Minnesotans.

But there’s a bigger reason 
why Trump faces an uphill push 
in 2020 in the North Star state: 

Nineteenth century novelist, 
poet, essayist and philosopher 
George Santayana once said, 
“Those who cannot remember the 
past are condemned to repeat it.”   
Given that, I’d have to say that 
the Timberjay’s June 22 editorial 
gives one reason to pause and 
should make us think about 
America and where we seem to 
be headed.

Rick Stoehr
Lake Vermilion

S c h o o l s  h a v e  d i s -
missed their students for the 
summer.  Thankfully, we finally 
have a breather from the tragedy 
of school shootings. 

Contrary to many politi-
cians, I do not believe that any 
serious discussion of school 
safety can be restricted to school 
bullying, arming teachers, or 
limiting the numbers of doors 
providing entrance to a school 
campus. Any approach that 
avoids a discussion of gun access 
will not work. 

I was the Head of School at 
an independent prep school in 
New York (Pre-K through Grade 
12) when Sandy Hook happened. 
During that time, I hosted mini 
“town halls” at the school on 
the Second Amendment and 
on school safety. Our parents 
understandably were in a state 
of frenzy and wondered how I 
could keep their children safe. 

From those discussions and 
many since, I believe the actions 
proposed below would go a long 
way to create safe schools: 

1. A school should be a 
setting where mutual respect 
underlies the interactions 
between every constituent 
group (administrators, faculty, 
staff, students and parents).  
Schools must consider the 
teaching of crucial social-emo-
tional skills as important as the 
academic curriculum.  How to 
cooperate in a group. How to 
disagree respectfully, and how 
to build tolerance for those for 
whom we do not feel a natural 

affinity. How to make a place 
at the table for our charming 
‘misfits’ should be taught from 
early childhood through grade 
12. Social skills-building and 
empathy training combat bully-
ing and would help to eliminate 
it from a school’s culture.  Sure 
kids forget, sure kids make 
mistakes— but bullying will get 
addressed quickly and thought-
fully rather than ignored.  

 2. Teachers need to know, 
and develop trusting rela-
tionships with their students. 
Students need teachers to inter-
vene with help when needed. 
Students need to be able to voice 
their worries about their own 
lives, and about their classmates. 

Large schools don’t work 
well. We need to re-think 
schools for the 21st century. It is 
impossible for teachers to know 
their students in schools where 
every grade level has hundreds 
of students. We must vote for 
local politicians who believe 
in, and will fund, real family 
values— like making schools 
smaller and safer. As citizens, 
we need to be willing to accept 
higher taxes to pay for it.  

3. Schools need to have 
counselors, psychologists and/or 
social workers who are actively 
involved in the lives of their 
students and who, along with 
classroom teachers, help build 
social/emotional skills through 
grade 12 and who can intervene 
in helpful ways at the first sign 
of mental illness. Vote for politi-
cians who are willing to fund it.

4. We need common sense 
gun control.  All the anti-bul-
lying programs, anger man-
agement classes, and empathy 
training will mean nothing if kids 
have easy access to guns. The 
adolescent brain has challenges 
with impulse control. Teens are 
emotional. They are reactive. 
They get dumped by girlfriends, 
boyfriends, and best friends. 
Even in the kindest schools, kids 
get rejected and get their feelings 
hurt.  Even nice kids can have 
momentary revenge fantasies. 
Easy access to guns for ado-
lescents is irresponsible and a 
recipe for disaster. Make it hard 
for teens to get their hands on a 
gun. It will save lives. 

Among others, common 
sense gun control legisla-
tion might include the fol-

l o w i n g  p r o v i s i o n s : 
A. Teens should not own 
guns or have access to 
thei r  parents’  weapons .  
B. Adults’ legally-owned guns 
must be locked up when not 
in use

C. Stringent gun safety 
classes must be required of 
anyone buying a gun. 

D. Comprehensive back-
ground checks, through a data-
base fed by all appropriate 
federal, state, city, and county 
agencies, must be developed. 

E. Military-style assault 
weapons should be outlawed 
for civilian use.

Research shows that states 
and countries with lax gun laws 
have more gun violence and 
mass shootings. Let’s study the 
gun laws in countries that have 
few incidents of gun violence. 
Let’s borrow the best ideas.

5. We need politicians who 
are independent of gun lobbyists, 
and who fight for public health 
and school safety.  Vote out pol-
iticians who refuse to consider 
a multi-pronged approach to 
school safety, or refuse to discuss 
common sense gun control. 

The Second Amendment 
does not confer an unfettered 
right of gun ownership on 
American citizens. Just as there 
are limitations on other constitu-
tional rights, limitations on the 
right to bear arms in the form of 
reasonable firearms regulations 
have been approved by the 
Supreme Court. Public safety 
is a priority and the right of gun 
ownership can be rationally bal-
anced with the rights of citizens 
who demand safe schools.

I refuse to believe that 
people of good will cannot come 
together to work to reduce gun 
violence— a national public 
health crisis, not to mention a 
disgrace. I believe that we, as 
Americans, have much more in 
common than what divides us, 
despite what some politicians 
or news outlets would have us 
believe. Yes, we can find reason-
able compromises, and together 
we can create safe schools and 
safe communities. We should 
not accept the status quo when 
it comes to keeping our kids safe 
at school. 

Valerie Myntti
4th Generation Iron Ranger
Ely

Editorial

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO LAW...
ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM 
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution
e-mail: editor@timberjay.com
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Minnesota as Trump Country? Don’t bet on it

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

When tariffs cost jobs
Trump’s exorbitant newsprint tariffs will 

kill thousands of jobs to save 400

Editorial gives pause 
to think about where 
the U.S. is headed

Want a case study in 
the downside of tariffs? 
Look no further than the 
newspaper industry, where 
virtually every newspaper in 
the country is being forced to 
reduce their page counts and 
their newsroom workforce as 
a result of misguided tariffs 
by the Trump administration. 

As readers know, we’ve 
never been afraid of tariffs as 
an adjustment for unfair trade 
that hurts the economy. But 
this appears to be a case of a 
politically-connected private 
equity firm that viewed a 
newsprint tariff as a means 
of padding their profits at 
a paper-making plant in 
Washington state, while 
causing significant job loss 
throughout an industry that 
is already struggling with the 
changing media habitats of 
Americans.

The New York-based 
One Rock Capital Partners 
bought the small paper mill, 
that employs about 400 
people, and immediately 
petitioned the Trump White 
House for tariff protection. 
Trump responded by slapping 
a nearly 30-percent tariff 
on newsprint from Canada, 
which is where the vast 
majority of the newsprint in 
North America comes from 
these days. 

As a result, newsprint 
prices have jumped sharply 
in a matter of months, which 
is collectively costing the 
nation’s newspapers billions 
of extra dollars the industry 
can’t simply absorb. For 
weeklies like the Timberjay, 
the impact amounts to several 
thousand dollars a year, which 
we are adjusting to by drop-
ping our page count. 

But for many dailies 
around the country, the cost 
increase is well into the 
millions of dollars, and they 
are responding not only by 
cutting pages but with staff 
cuts as well. Industry analysts 
expect thousands of reporters, 
editors, and page designers to 
lose their jobs if the tariffs are 
made permanent, a decision 
that is expected to be made 
in August. 

It’s all to pad the profits 
of a single, tiny paper mill 
in Washington that’s owned 
by a bunch of millionaires in 
New York City. It’s not even 
clear that any jobs at the plant 
were actually at risk, but even 
if they all were threatened, 
the tariffs are clearly a net 
loser. The newspaper indus-
try employs 600,000 people 
across the country, so even a 
three-percent drop in employ-
ment in the sector would 
cost 18,000 jobs nationwide. 
To protect 250 jobs? That’s 

hardly a win for the economy. 
And the job losses could well 
be much greater than just three 
percent.

It’s worth noting that no 
other paper mill in the U.S. 
has joined the call for tariffs, 
nor has the American Forest 
and Paper Association, the 
largest trade group for the 
paper sector. This really is 
a small group of New York 
millionaires with an appar-
ent connection to the Trump 
administration who are sig-
nificantly harming a major and 
constitutionally-protected 
industry and thousands of 
workers around the country 
simply to put more money in 
their pockets.

This is one of the prob-
lems with highly-selective 
tariffs, which the adminis-
tration is currently enacting 
in droves. It’s not clear at 
all whether the tariffs are 
designed to address actual 
trade imbalances or if they 
simply reflect a Trump White 
House doing favors for friends 
or political allies, or punish-
ing perceived enemies, such 
as the newspapers that the 
president continuously rails 
against. Giving the president 
the authority to arbitrarily 
pick winners and losers in 
the economy is typical of 
Third World governance, not 
America’s.

And make no mistake, 
there will a lot of losers in 
order to fill the pockets of 
this handful of venture cap-
italists behind these tariffs, 
and some of them will be 
in small towns all across 
Minnesota. More than half 
of the newspapers in the state 
of Minnesota are very small, 
with circulations under 2,500, 
and many of them are already 
struggling with the loss of 
advertising revenue and cir-
culation. According to Lisa 
Hills, the executive director 
of the Minnesota Newspaper 
Association, some of these 
papers will “have to fight on 
with little hope of remaining 
financially viable, or simply 
cease to exist like so many 
other small businesses in rural 
Minnesota.”

One thing is certain 
about the global free trade 
regime that the U.S. has been 
instrumental in building over 
the past quarter century— the 
benefits have not been equita-
bly shared. That’s fueled the 
justifiable, anti-establishment 
pushback that we’ve seen 
across the western world, 
and certainly here in the U.S. 
There are ways to fix that— 
but a nonsensical trade war 
isn’t the among the solutions. 
It’s only going to make things 
worse.

See TRUMP...pg. 5

We all should back 
sensible gun control
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Demographics. There may 
be a growing urban-rural 
divide in Minnesota, but 
it’s a divide that the Twin 
Cities metro is fated to win.

In the past eight years 
in Minnesota, just over half 
of the state’s 87 counties 
have lost population even 
as the state’s population as 
a whole continues to grow 
modestly. Since 2010, the 
Twin Cities metro region 
has added nearly 300,000 
new residents, nearly half 
of them in Hennepin and 
Ramsey counties alone. 

During that same 
period, St. Louis County 
lost about 500 residents. 

My guess is Trump 
won’t improve his margin 
on the Iron Range that 
much in 2020. But even 
if he won every vote on 
the Range, it wouldn’t 

be enough to overcome 
the growing number of 
anti-Trump voters in the 
metro region, and it’s that 
demographic reality that is 
likely to keep Minnesota 
a blue state for years to 
come. 

Much of rural Illinois 
voted heavily for Trump 
in 2016, but no one thinks 
for a moment that the Land 
of Lincoln is going to 
vote Republican in 2020, 
because Chicago is the 
only place that matters in 
the state, at least at election 
time. Its numbers so dom-
inate the electoral map in 
Illinois that the rest of the 
state may as well not exist. 
Minnesota is increasingly 
moving in that direction.
That has repercussions for 
rural Minnesota, but that’s 
the subject for another 

column.
Meanwhile, Trump 

may be an uber-ef-
fete, make-up wearing, 
Manhattan metrosexual, 
but he’s about as popular 
in major cities in the U.S. 
as Ebola. 

In  2016,  Trump 
received 28 percent of the 
vote in Hennepin County, 
and just 26 percent in 
nearby Ramsey County. 
He got just 30 percent of 
the vote in Duluth, which 
kept St. Louis County as 
a whole blue by about 
11 percentage points. 
Despite what Rolling Stone 
wrote, Duluth isn’t a pit of 
despair, or a case study in 
the “American carnage” 
that Trump touted at his 
inaugural. It’s attracting 
young people and has 
shown real entrepreneurial 

energy in recent years. 
Those aren’t Trump sup-
porters, no matter how 
many times he stops off at 
the Amsoil Arena.

Just five metro-ar-
ea counties, including 
Hennep in ,  Ramsey , 
Dakota, Washington, and 
Anoka, are home to 52 
percent of the state’s 
population and they gave 
Clinton a roughly 340,000-
vote margin in 2016, and 
that margin will likely 
be larger in 2020 simply 
because there will be more 
voters in those counties 
than before. Most rural 
Minnesota counties, mean-
while, will have fewer 
voters at the polls than in 
2016. 

For Trump, throwing 
fuel on the urban-rural 
divide might help GOP 

candidates in non-metro 
Minnesota (which is prob-
ably his real objective), but 
it’s not at all clear that it 
helps the party in statewide 
contests, and it certainly 
won’t help put Minnesota 
in his column two and a 
half years from now. He’s 
just as likely to motivate 
urban voters, many of them 
people of color with real 
cause to fear someone like 
Trump, to turn out against 
his retrograde policies as 
he’s likely to find rural 
ones to support them. 

More exposure is 
unlikely to help the pres-
ident here. Polling at the 
time of Trump’s inaugural 
showed him at a plus-three 
favorability rating in the 
state, as Minnesotans 
showed a willingness 
to give Trump a chance 

to prove himself.  At 
that time, 46 percent of 
Minnesotans rated him 
favorably, with 43 percent 
saying they disapproved. 
That same poll, retaken 
last month, showed Trump 
15 points underwater, with 
56 percent of Minnesotans 
expressing disapproval. 
And wait until Trump’s 
tariffs hit the farming 
communities in southern 
and western Minnesota. 
Combined with higher 
interest rates, it could get 
ugly in a hurry in the farm 
sector. That won’t help 
Trump’s numbers, either.

Minnesota as Trump 
Country? It might make 
an eye-catching headline. 
But as political forecast, 
it’s mostly just spin. 

At this moment in time, this 
nation is engaged in outrageous 
atrocities on our fellow human 
beings.  It is the process of 
dehumanization, a process where 
one no longer recognizes the 
humanness in the other.  Those 
who think that separating a child 
from its parent is an acceptable 
practice are demonstrating this 
process.  They are demonizing 
and dehumanizing others. They 
are viewing others as “less than.”

In their zealous need to 
“make a statement,” they fail to 
see that those mothers and fathers 
who are fleeing from horrendous 
conditions are human beings 
who love their children as deeply 
as anyone else.  They fail to 
recognize that each frightened 
child needs the comfort and 
reassurance of their mothers and 
fathers and families. 

Those who support this 
practice are no different from 
the Nazis in Germany when Jews 
were viewed as less than human.  
Those who are indifferent to the 
plight of those seeking asylum 
are not that different from those 
who pulled Indian children away 
from their families, placing 
them in boarding schools where 
many children were abused, 
sexually and physically.  Those 
minimize the impact of what is 
happening to these families are 
not that different from those 
who panicked at the sight of a 
Japanese-American and man-
dated that these people be sent 
to Internment camps.  They are 
not that different from the slave-
master who yanked the baby out 
of the mother’s arms and put the 
child up for sale or those who so 

easily lynched black persons, just 
because.  The process is the same.  
Dehumanizing and demonizing 
other human beings.  Seeing 
others as less than human. 

We watch this process in 
action as children are pulled 
from the security and love of 
their parents and sent to unknown 
places with no plan in place for 
reunification.  We watch this 
process in action as Trump pur-
posely vilifies and demonizes 
immigrants by presenting those 
few who lost family members 
due to violence by an immigrant 
as reasons to punish those who 
now seek asylum and safety.  
Sadly, the data he used was 
grossly inaccurate.  Yet, this is 
how one spins propaganda to 
support inhumane practices and 
the dehumanization of others.

It is outrageous that so many 
now fail to understand that the 
person seeking asylum loves 
his/her child as deeply as those 
who are more fortunate.  These 
children are carelessly pulled 
from the security of their families 
and sent to unknown locations 
with no system in place to track 
them or to reunite them with their 
families.  The fact that seeking 
asylum is not a crime is ignored.  
The fact that this is a human 
rights violation is ignored.  The 
fact that these are fellow human 
beings is ignored.

Lessons in the history of this 
nation and of the world where a 
group of people are dehuman-
ized and viewed as “less than” 
is of paramount importance as 
we watch this national horror 
show.  As a former child ther-
apist and educator, I recognize 
the psychological damage and 
trauma that will be inflicted on all 
those affected by this inhumane 
practice.

“Love one another, and do 

no harm.”
We, as a nation,  are much 

better than this. 
Ellie Larmouth
Tower 

At last week’s grievance 
hearing between Greenwood 
Township and employee Jeff 
Maus, what should have taken 
at most half an hour took 
nearly two hours.  The board 
came unprepared.  They had 
problems understanding what 
the employee was asking for, 
how much was being asked for 
or why he might have the right 
to compensation. For the most 
part this was a claim by Maus 
to receive compensation ($380) 
for assigned homework involved 
with training.  The grievance was 
sent to Township Attorney Mike 
Couri seeking his opinion. Couri 
sent his opinion, a week before 
the grievance hearing, and made 
it abundantly clear that Maus 
must be paid.  

Except for the chairman, 
it seemed as though the board 
members had not taken the 
time to read the attorney’s 
opinion.  The board also took 
a giant step backward by refer-
ring to Maus as greedy and 
motivated by “saltiness.”  This 
name calling is just a form of 
intimidation and has no place 
or purpose in trying to address 
a grievance.  The Town Board 
should have read their attorney’s 
memo and acted on it, but instead 
they took a course that will 
cost us much more in time and 
money.  The irony is we have an 
employee who did his homework 
and expected to get paid, but we 
have the board who got paid but 

did no homework.
JoAnn Bassing
Greenwood Township

There is nothing like being 
there in person to get the whole 
story, so I went to the two-hour 
grievance meeting last week 
in our township. After reading 
the Timberjay article about the 
meeting, a few things stood out 
to me.

Jeff Maus, a Township 
employee, took Fire Officer 1 
and Fire Instructor 1 classes 
which were approved by the 
Greenwood Township Board in 
a 5-0 vote.  The classes were a 
first for the township with online 
video conference and self-study 
with hand-outs at the end.  After 
the classes, the board refused to 
pay Jeff Maus for the self-study/
reading time and travel.

When Jeff Maus filed a 
grievance, the board contacted 
the township attorney, Mike 
Couri, and was advised to pay 
Maus.  This was after an opinion 
was requested and received 
by Couri from the federal 
Department of Labor. Their 
opinion, along with Couri’s, was 
in the hands of the board at the 
June 12 board meeting. At the 
following hearing, we found out 
that only a few of the chapters 
in the two books for the class 
were discussed in the five video 
conferences.  How was Maus to 
learn the stuff in the books if he 
did not read them?

As reported in the Timberjay, 
Mike Ralston noted, “The town-
ship had never paid for similar 
study time before, but said there 

could be exceptions to every 
rule.” Was Mike not listening?  
It was explained to him in the 
meeting that this was a new 
type of class and the first time 
it was tried.  

Later  in  the ar t ic le , 
“Supervisor Carmen Deluca did 
not agree with Maus’s assertions 
that the study time was required.”  
He then said that a person going 
to college for a degree would 
not get paid, and that nobody 
would pay them to study.  What 
is he talking about?  Maus is an 
employee, not a college student.

The Timberjay writes, 
“Supervisor Paul Skubic worried 
about the fairness of paying 
Maus for more hours than the 
other members who took the 
same class.”  

Why did the others not write 
down their hours?  Why did the 
board not understand their own 
rules?  The rules they approved 
say employees are to be paid 
for training.  Why were the 
employees not told to write down 
their time by the board or Chief 
Fazio, because the policy says 
they are to be paid. The article 
says Fazio said he wasn’t sure if 
the township’s personnel policy 
allowed for reimbursement for 
time spent studying.  Did Fazio 
not read the personnel policy 
as the chief?  Who is in charge 
there? Is he not the one who 
changed the hours reported to 
payroll by Maus without telling 
him?  He is also the one who did 
not respond to two emails from 
an employee who wanted to talk 
about the payroll change.  Could 
it have been fixed there? 

I would think so.
Mary Richard
Greenwood Township

Confusion on the 
Greenwood board

Impressions from 
a troubling 
township meeting

America is 
better than this

unit development.”
Altenburg agreed that 

the plan was “technically 
a planned unit develop-
ment,” but added: “It’s not 
a traditional one in which 
everyone owns a house 
on it, or a condo.” Yet 
the city’s ordinance does 
appear to contemplate that 
RV sites could be sold. The 
city’s ordinance defines 
PUDs as being comprised 
of “dwelling units or sites,” 

and said the units “may 
be organized and oper-
ated as condominiums, 
cooperatives, time share 
units, full fee ownership, 
commercial enterprises.” 
The definition specifical-
ly includes “recreational 
vehicle parks.”

But city officials 
weren’t convinced by 
Rose’s contention. City 
Clerk-Treasurer Linda 
Keith said Rose’s plan 

would likely require a new 
environmental assessment 
worksheet, just as Rose 
and the city had spent 
months trying to finalize 
an EAW for the project. 

“I think we’ve got a 
lawyer issue there,” said 
Rose. “If your lawyer says 
‘No’ then it’s no.” 

“But if your lawyer 
says that I legally can do 
it?” Rose asked later. 

Altenburg predicted 

it wouldn’t make any 
difference.

 “We’d have to then 
discuss that but I don’t 
think anyone’s going 
to agree to that,” said 
Altenburg.

Altenburg also sug-
gested that Rose might 
not get as many RV sites 
as he had hoped. The city 
had previously determined 
that the site would allow 
for no more than 20 sites, 

but Altenburg hinted that 
it might be less than that. 
“I’ve gotten the feeling 
that, for sure, that I don’t 
think that ultimately 20 
sites is going to go through. 
That you’re going to be 
asked to make the sites 
bigger to reduce the way 
it’s crowded.”

Altenburg continued: 
“I’m guessing, and it’s not 
just me, but I’m just going 
to tell you right now that 

I keep hearing the number 
15, and I think ultimately 
that’s more in the range of 
what might get approved. I 
can’t say that 100 percent, 
but I’m warning you right 
now that I’ve got a pretty 
strong feeling. I don’t want 
you to spend money on 
plans and having to go back 
and have them redone.”

ran out, so they had to wait 
for the next funding cycle, 
which starts in July.

Larson said the public 
bidding process, being 
overseen by the city of 
Tower, is now underway. 
They are hoping that actual 
construction will begin in 
August, and that by the end 
of this fall the building will 
have electrical, plumbing, 
and rough mechanical 
work completed in the 
basement, exterior framing 
completed, the new roof 
installed, and work to be 
done on the new handi-
cap-accessible entrances. 
The initial scope of work 

is also focused on insuring 
the structure is brought up 
to present day building and 
safety codes and making 
sure the structure is safe 
from the elements so that 
the interior renovations 
can begin.

Larson said the big 
question right now is how 
the bids will come in, and 
how much of the needed 
work will be covered by 
the grant. Initial estimates 
were hopeful that all the 
required work could be 
completed with the grant 
funding.

The next major push, 
Larson said, was a new 

capital campaign to raise 
$200,000 to get the interior 
of the building, specifically 
the auditorium area, com-
pleted so that programs 
can start being held in the 
building next year. Once 
the building is in use, they 
will be eligible for addi-
tional grants that will help 
cover the costs of seating 
and the elevator.

“LVCC received an 
anonymous pledge of 
$25,000,” Larson said. 
“An additional $5,000 was 
pledged by another family 
at the Midsummer gala.”

The  Midsummer 
fundraiser went very well, 

though final totals were 
not yet available. The live 
auction alone raised over 
$5,000.

Larson said the board 
is planning on conducting 
“hard hat” tours of the 
building this fall, to show 
people the progress that 
has been made.

The final exterior work 
on the building, including 
installation of new exterior 
siding and the re-installa-
tion of the restored stained 
glass windows, needs to 
wait until most of the major 
renovations are completed.

CENTER...Continued from page 3

MAILBOAT EXCURSIONS
See 80 miles of Lake Vermilion

Call for Reservations

Mon-Sat 8-6 • Sun 9-4
6143 Pike Bay Drive • 218-753-4190

www.aronsonboatworks.com
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Vermilion Country 
School Honor Roll

TOWER- The Vermilion Country School in 
Tower is pleased to announce the following students 
have been named to the fourth quarter honor roll.

A Honor Roll
Leah Anderson
Alex Dorman
Alyssa Pratt
Andrew Sauls
Julianna Schmidt

B Honor Roll
Kelsie Walker
Eli Anderson
Mariah Mitchell
Todd Zibrowski
Presley Johnson
Jacob Karasti

Maxwell 
Helmberger 
receives Masters 
Degree in 
Entomology

TOWER- Maxwell 
Helmberger, of Tower, 
has received his Masters 
of Science in Entomology 
from Cornell University 
in Ithaca, N.Y. Helmberg-
er, a graduate of Tow-
er-Soudan High School, 
received his Bachelor of 
Science from University 
of Minnesota, Duluth. He 
is now a Distinguished 
Fellow at Michigan State 
University in East Lan-
sing, Mich., working on 

his PhD in Entomology.
Helmberger has pub-

lished several articles in 
peer-reviewed journals, 
and has won several 
awards for his educa-
tional claymation videos 
(can be viewed on You-
Tube, search for Maxwell 
Helmberger). He will be 
doing research on inte-
grated pest management 
while at Michigan State.

St. Martin’s 
Summer Salad 
Luncheon & Silent 
Auction on July 11

TOWER- St. Mar-
tin’s Catholic Church is 
hosting a Summer Sal-
ad Luncheon and Silent 
Auction on Wednesday, 
July 11. Lunch will be 
served from 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. The cost for 
the lunch is $8. Bidding 
on the auction baskets 
will start at 10:45 a.m.; 
winners will be an-
nounced at 12:30 p.m. 
In addition to the lun-
cheon and auction, there 

will also be hand-crafted 
items available for pur-
chase (sponsored by the 
Quilt Ministry).

Proceeds from this 
activity will go towards 
new cabinets in the social 
hall kitchen. This is a 
great opportunity to sit 
back and let someone 
else do the cooking, and 
a chance to visit with 
neighbors and summer 
visitors. 

Grief education 
and support group 
meets Thursday, 
July 5

TOWER- A grief 
education and support 
group  meets  the  first 
Thursday of each month 
from 2 – 4 p.m. at Im-
manuel Lutheran Church, 
304 Spruce St. in Tow-
er. The next session will 
be July 5. There is no cost 
for this group. Registra-
tion is not required, how-
ever it is recommended. 
Please call East Range 
Hospice at 218-749-7975 

or 1-877-851-2213 to 
register. 

The topic for the July 
5 group will be “What 
does life look like for 
you now.” The death 
of a loved one can be 
a  very  difficult  experi-
ence. Learning about the 
grief process and having 
support from others can 
help a great deal. This 
Grief Support Group is 
sponsored and facilitat-
ed by Essentia Health St. 
Mary’s East Range Hos-
pice, Patient and Family 
Grief Support Services.

Vacation Bible 
School in Tower 
week of July 9

 TOWER- A sum-
mer kids’ event, Ship-
wrecked Vacation Bible 
School, will be hosted at 
Immanuel Lutheran and 
St. James Presbyterian 
churches from Monday, 
July 9 to Friday, July 
13. At Shipwrecked, 
kids discover that Jesus 
rescues them. Kids par-

ticipate in memorable 
Bible-learning activi-
ties, sing catchy songs, 
play teamwork-building 
games, make and devour 
yummy treats, experi-
ence one-of-a-kind Bible 
adventures, collect Bible 
Memory Buddies to re-
mind them of God’s love, 
and test out Sciency-Fun 
Gizmos they’ll take home 
and play with all sum-
mer long. Plus, kids will 
learn to look for evidence 
of God all around them 
through something called 
God Sightings. Each day 
concludes with the Sail 
Away Sendoff that gets 
everyone involved in liv-
ing what they’ve learned. 

Shipwrecked is for 
kids from pre-Kinder-
garten through sixth 
grade and will run from 
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
each day, with a 9 a.m. 
registration on Mon-
day.  Pre-registration is 
helpful but not required.  
Registration forms are 
available from St. James 
or Immanuel churches in 

Tower.  You can also call 
218-753-2378 to have 
one mailed to you.  

Fourth of July 
donations

TOWER- The Tow-
er-Soudan-Lake Vermil-
ion Events Board is cur-
rently seeking donations. 
Checks can be made out 
to and mailed to:  T-S 
Fourth of July, P.O. Box 
461, Tower, MN 55790. 

Thanks to:
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SUMMER BASEBALL

Take-Out 666-0500

CookVFW
Open Daily at Noon

CLOSED on TUESDAYS

Happy Hour 
Daily 4-6 p.m.

All Beer & Drinks
Bar Menu & Pizza

Available

Event Rentals 
Welcome

218-780-6709

Pull-Tabs Sold Daily
Lic. 00390

Sunday FREE Pool

Thursday Bingo
Early Bird 6 p.m.
Progressive Prizes

Friday 4:30-7 p.m.
Hamburger Special

1-20 Cook VFW_9-12 Cook VFW  1/18/17      

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Celebrating a Life 
In loving memory of 

Joyce “Kay” Davis
5/13/1936 -12/31/2017

Please join us for a luncheon to share stories
 and remember a life lived to its fullest. 
Sunday, July 8, 2018 • 10 AM
Hosted by all four of Kay’s daughters-

Kathy, Kristi, Karen and Cheryl

Nett Lake Government Building, Nett Lake
Questions: Kathy Paugh 801- 691-2488

kpaugh71@gmail.com

A Honor Roll 
Grade 12
Tasha Bissonette
ShaRee 
   Kachmarzinski
Courtney Kilmister
Melissa Nelmark

Grade 11
Jacob Bjork
Sophie Lenz
Mikayla Mellesmoen

Grade 10
Carolyn Desilets
Maude Lenz
Shelby Nelson
Kaliyah Reinhardt

Grade 9
Kaleb Kappes-Bliss

Oskar Koivisto
Phoebe Morgan
James Zupancich

Grade 8
Audrey Anderson
Erin Backe
Ty Fabish
Markus Maki
Natalie Nelmark
Hannah 
   Reichensperger

B Honor Roll
Grade 12
Marshall Backe
Emma Barret
Mylea Laulunen
Madisyn Littler
Hannah Peitso
Bethany Runquist

Wynn Tripp
Jonathan Weston

Grade 11
Taina Koivisto
Shayler Lislegard
Maija Maki
Justice Porisch
Mersadies Stordahl

Grade 10
Charles Fritz
Lara Poderzay

Grade 9
Anna Barich
Christopher 
   Ferguson
Dillon Gorsma
Willa Koivisto
Alexia Lightfeather
Ethan Zaitz

Grade 8
Aili Bee
Wyatt Gorsma
Joscelyn LaSart
Rylan Poppenhagen
Hunter Shenett
Jenna Smith 

Grade 7
Morgan Bush
Rachel Kratz
Inga Lakey 
Logan Meskill
Jennie Nelson
Alice Wolter
Jonathan Zaitz

Front (from left) Carter Winger, Matthew Alaspa. Back: Cole McCarter, 
Jimmy McCarter, Larenzo Stella, Nixon Levens. Coaches Chris Alaspa,  
Nick Levens. Not pictured: Dillon Crego, Epiphany Marks, Brendin 
Villebrun, and Ethan Olson. photo by J. Summit

Above: Larenzo Stella is about to 
connect.
Right: Matthew Alaspa takes a swing.
Below: Players scramble to pick up an 
infield hit.

To a “T”
The area’s youngest ball 
players learn to swing, run 
bases, and throw some 
balls during t-ball games. 
These games, ounce for 
ounce, are some of the 
best summer entertain-
ment around, plus hot 
dogs and popcorn are for 
sale in the concession 
stand! T-Ball and Coach 
pitch both play at home on 
July 9, starting at 5 p.m.

Northeast Range High School Honor Roll

A Celebration of Life

Lewis “Bud” 
Everett Bystrom

passed away on
Monday, February 12, 2018

in Duluth

A Celebration of Life followed by lunch will be 
held at 11:00 AM on Saturday, June 30 at 

Trinity Lutheran Church in Cook.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions can be 
made to the Shriners Hospital-Twin Cities or a
charity of your choice. His full obituary was

published in the Timberjay on February 23, 2018.

Dennis & Monique 
   Dragavon
Dan & Corrine Hill
Judy & Emanuel 
   Sunsdahl
Tom & Monica Pustovar
Vermilion Storage
Robert Desannoy
Town of Kugler
Vermilion Shear Image
Kay Aronson
Wilson Keith
Mike Korpi
Michael & Bergetta 
   Indihar
James & Kay Ryan
Michael Swor
Cookie Bonicatto
Tim & Maxine Hughes
Delores Clark
Don & Diane Childs
Dick & Peggy Peyla
Moccasin Point Marine
Robert & Theresa 
   Holmes
Marge Stefanich
Marian Greene
Pat’s Hair It Is
Tim & Nancy Kotzian
Sara Hendrickson
Earl & Rosemary 
   Zimmerman
David & Dori Holmes 
   Skramsted



April 2018
Calls- 104
Assists- 10
Traffic Stops- 15
Arrests- 1
Citations/Formal 
Charges- 4
Warnings- 14
Monthly Mileage- 

1,895 (Tahoe 907, Ex-
plorer 988).

Training
During April, Chief 

Nylund attended a meet-
ing at Fortune Bay con-
cerning the fire, and also 
the Minnesota Police 
Chiefs Conference in 
Duluth.

Squads
Current end-of-

month mileage for the 
2012 Tahoe (Tower’s) is 

65,887. Current end-of-
month mileage for the 
2017 Explorer is 10,098.

Miscellaneous
Chief Nylund took 

the fifth- and sixth-grade 
D.A.R.E graduates from 
Tower-Soudan Ele-
mentary to a Minnesota 
Twins game. 

The department sold 
the Dodge Charger to the 
Virginia Police Depart-
ment.

Distracted driving
Texting and driving 

is one of the most dan-
gerous forms of distract-
ed driving. At any given 
moment across America, 
approximately 660,000 
drivers are using or ma-
nipulating electronic 
devices while driving, 
a number that has held 
steady since 2010. Dis-
tracted driving has be-
come a deadly epidemic 
on America’s roadways.

Over 3,150 people 

were killed in 2013, and 
an estimated 424,000 
injured, in motor ve-
hicle crashes that in-
volved distracted driv-
ers. Our youngest and 
most inexperienced 
drivers are most at 
risk, with 10-percent 
of all distracted driving 

crashes involving drivers 
under the age of 20.

Call summary
Citations/formal 

chargers, arrests: Can-
cel IPS, failure to have 
ignition lock installed, 
5th-degree possession, 
test refusal (jailed).

Call categories: 10 
agency assists; 15 traf-
fic stops; 3 medical; 21 
check business; 13 com-
munity engagement; 3 

theft; 3 check residence; 
1 property damage; 2 
parking complaints; 1 
personal injury; 1 bur-
glary; 5 check welfare; 
2 drunk; 1 permit to pur-
chase issued; 1 vehicle 
information; 2 fraud; 2 
animal complaints; 5 
public assists; 4 distur-
bance; 1 alarm; 5 suspi-
cious person; 2 suicide 
call; 1 child.

We have had to lock 
Hilda in the basement!  

It took Moose and 
a couple of his stronger 
friends to accomplish the 
task.

Hilda is a dyed-in-
the-wool Democrat. 

With the recent po-
litical events she has be-
come a danger to herself 
and others!  And person-
ally, being on a very fixed 
income, I do not have the 
money to replace the TVs 
she has kicked in during 
the national news.

In an attempt to keep 
abreast with the world, I 
bought a teeny, tiny TV.

Just like the one Dick 
Tracy wore in the comic 
strip.

She heard Lester 
Holt, spotted the wrist 
band TV and nearly 
ripped off my arm. 

Her attitude has pre-
vented all our prepara-
tions for the mother of 
all holidays here on Lake 
Vermilion– America’s 
Birthday…the FOURTH 
OF JULY.

So, she is confined to 
the basement until we get 
her meds adjusted.

I have always loved 
the Fourth of July– and 
have fond, fond memo-
ries of the Vera Milion 
marching unit several 
years ago.

It’s the GETTING 
to the Fourth with this 
crowd that drives me to 
drink, especially Moose 
who does not learn from 
experience. Take the year 
of the papier-mâché re-
production of the Statue 
of Liberty!  We had to rip 
off a garage door and the 
head of Miss Liberty to 
get her to the parade.

The masking tape 
DID NOT HOLD!  She 
was good for about a 
block before her head 
toppled into Main Street. 
The adults were not both-
ered that much but some 
of the kids still have bad 
dreams. 

Then there is “the 
Incident of the Fringe,” 
and the incarceration of 
Moose which is a memo-
ry of another Fourth and 
a faulty float. The boys 
felt their creation needed 
red, white and blue fringe 
to complete the patriotic 
effect. They ran out! One 
of the clan remembered 
a nearby Amoco that had 

all sorts of fringe flutter-
ing about the gas pumps 
and station.

Even a fool does not, 
in broad daylight, get a 
ladder and start stripping 
fringe.

Moose spent the 
Fourth in jail!  He also 
missed Bastille Day, 
National Hot Dog Day, 
International Beer Day, 
and International Left-
Handers Day!

I’m not kiddin’– Na-
tional Hot Dog Day. How 
does one celebrate THAT 
day, a frankfurter sale at 
Zup’s?

He is still reporting 
to his parole officer.

Hilda’s Hurray for 
the Fourth Fruit Salad

1 pint strawberries, 
hulled and quartered

1 pint blueberries
1/2 cup white sugar
2 tablespoons lemon 

juice
4 bananas
Mix the strawberries 

and blueberries together 
in a bowl, sprinkle with 
sugar and lemon juice, 
and toss lightly.  Refrig-
erate until cold, at least 30 
minutes. About 30 min-
utes before serving, cut 
the bananas into 3/4-inch 
thick slices, and toss with 
the berries—otherwise 
they look funny after a 
while!

Hilda and I hope you 
have a wonderful holiday.

And we wish and 
hope for no ptomaine 
from the salads, no sec-
ond- or third-degree 
burns from sparklers, that 
your burgers aren’t raw 
in the center, and no po-
litical fights with the rela-
tives over the holiday.

Ta ta…see you at the 
races.

Ms. Vera Milion

Dear 
Hearts,

THE NEWS OF THE WEEK FROM MS. VERA MILION
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Week of  July 2

Monday
TOPS - Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
at 9 a.m.

Embarrass Al-Anon 
Family Group- Hope 
Lutheran Church, 5088 
Hwy. 21, 6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food 
Shelf- Open on the third 
Tuesday of every month 
from 2:30-5:30 p.m. 
Located in the back of 
the Timberjay building on 
Main Street. Next food 
shelf day is July 17.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Meetings on the first 
(drill) and third (business 
meeting) Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m.

Wednesday
Tower AA- Open Basics- 
7 p.m. at St. James 
Presbyterian Church. 
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open). 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
use the rear side door 
entrance.

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Next meeting is 
Thursday, July 26 at 
4:45 p.m. Meetings 
posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org. 

Transfer station
Hwy. 77 Canister
Summer Hours through Sept. 30
Tuesday 1 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Thursday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Recycling canisters  available 
daily at the Greenwood Town 
Hall.   For info: 1-800-450-9278

Soudan Canister 
Expanded hours year-round
Monday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Wed. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
For info: 1-800-450-9278

COMMUNITY CELEBRATION

BREITUNG POLICE DEPARTMENT

Breitung Police Chief 
Dan Nylund

April Police 
Report

Model train show in Tower June 30 - July 1

Fridays: 4-6 PM
at the train depot

TOWER- The Greenwood 40th An-
niversary Committee will be moving their 
float to Tower on Tuesday, July 3. The float 
will be stored in the Your Boat Club (Old 
Tower Marina) building, in case of rain. 
They are graciously allowing the group to 
finish decorating the float in their building. 
A group of talented and creative women 
have been busy working on the float, but we 
need more workers to help finish it. Please 
come and make this float the very best in the 
Tower Parade. See you at 10 a.m. on July 3 
at the Your Boat Club marina in Tower. Any 
questions, call Pam at 218-753-3006.

On Wednesday, July 11 at 1 p.m., the 
anniversary planning group will meet at 
the Greenwood Town Hall to make final 
arrangements for the anniversary picnic 
in August. We need more input and ideas. 
Committee head Pam Lundstrom says the 
small planning group needs more help to 

make sure the celebration is a success.
Lundstrom said the group has received 

five letters about different roads and how 
they were named, along with some family 
histories and old photos. The group is plan-
ning on making a booklet and slide show 

for the celebration, so if you 
have older pictures you would 
like to share, please call Rod 
Lundstrom at 218-753-3704.

The 40th Anniversary 
Celebration will be held on 
Saturday, Aug. 25 from 12 – 5 
p.m. at the Greenwood Town 
Hall. There will be free food, 
along with a program at 2:30 
p.m.

The planning committee 
is hoping some more residents 
will call the town board chair 
and tell him it would look 
very nice if he and his wife 

would ride on the Greenwood float during 
the Tower Fourth of July parade.

As part of the 4th of July events, the 
Laurentian Northern Model Railroad Club will 
be displaying their huge HO Train Layout at 
the Tower Civic Center on Saturday, June 30 
and Sunday, July 1, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
both days.  Please stop in and enjoy this 
amazing model train layout with working 
trains, intricate displays that highlight our 
area’s history, and model railroad enthusi-
asts to answer all of your questions. file photo

Help needed on July 3 with Greenwood float decorating

Held at the Tower Civic Center



AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
AA - 7 p.m. Mondays, 
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St.
WOMEN’S AA - Noon 
Mondays, Ledgerock 
Community Church, Ely - 
use 15th Street entrance.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
For persons who encoun-
ter alcoholism in a 
relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON - 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian 
Church.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
noon Fridays, St. 
Anthony’s Catholic 
Church, Ely.
ELY FOOD SHELF - 
Third Wednesday each 
month, 15 W. Conan St..
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION 
GED -  Study materials 
and pre-test available. 
Ely Community Center 
Thursday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
Tower by appointment. 

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays
Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            Noon-6 pm
Tuesday           Noon-6 pm
Wednesday      Noon-6 pm
Thursday          Noon-6 pm
Friday              Noon-5 pm
Phone: 827-3345

Libraries

Support groups
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AROUND TOWN
Ely Free Clinic 
open Mondays

ELY - The Ely 
Community Health 
Center is open every 
Monday evening from 
5:30-7 p.m. in the lower 
level of the Frandsen 
Bank building on 1st 
Ave. in downtown Ely.

For more informa-
tion, call 218-365-5678, 
or visit their website, 
www.elycommunity-
health.org, or Facebook 
page.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

ELY - Job placement 
services are offered by the 
Ely Area Development 
Association (EADA). 
These services are 
much needed given 
the under-employ-
ment and unemploy-
ment in Northeastern 
Minnesota.  Such services 
are offered to job seekers 
and area employers free 
of charge.

The EADA is a non-
profit organization, 
established in 1959 and 

re-chartered in 1995, 
to promote economic 
development and job 
growth in Northeastern 
Minnesota.  Its office is 
located in the Frandsen 
Bank Building at 40 N. 
1st Ave. E in Ely.

Since 2014, EADA 
has partnered with the 
State of Minnesota’s 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
E m p l o y m e n t  a n d 
Economic Development 
( D E E D )  a n d  t h e 
Northeast Minnesota 

Office of Job Training 
(NEMOJT) to hold mini-
fairs and offer job place-
ment services to local 
area residents.  “Since 
the nearest NEMOJT 
office is located about 50 
miles away in Virginia. 
EADA has committed to 
provide such services 
in Ely,” said chairman 
Gerald Tyler.

EADA’s staff volun-
teers assist job seekers 
in:

Preparing resumes

 A c c e s s i n g 
Minnesotaworks.net

Completing online 
job applications

Connecting with 
employers regarding job  
openings

Perfecting their 
phone and interviewing 
skills

 C o n d u c t i n g 
training sessions with 
NEMOJT

Jobs seekers resid-
ing in Ely, Babbitt, 
Winton, Embarrass and 

Tower who are in need of 
job placement services 
may call 218-365-3324 
Monday through Friday 
to schedule an appoint-
ment.

Job seekers can visit 
Up North Job’s website 
at upnorthjobs.org to 
review current job post-
ings; and businesses are 
encouraged to call our 
office at 218-365-3324 
to post their current job 
openings.

EADA offers job placement services

Ely ‘Ham Radio’ club hosts Field Day
Members of the Vermilion Range Amateur Radio Club participated in the national Amateur Radio 
Field Day exercise last weekend outside of the Michael D. Forsman Public Works Facility. George 
Burger, W0PHX, worked CW (Morse code) bands Sunday morning. Since 1933, ham radio oper-
ators across North America have established temporary ham radio stations in public locations 
during Field Day to showcase the science and skill of Amateur Radio. Field Day activities demon-
strate ham radio’s ability to work reliably under any conditions from almost any location and cre-
ate an independent communications network. For more information about Field Day or Amateur 
Radio, contact the Vermilion Range Amateur Radio Club at 218-235-0059 or visit www.arrl.org/
what-is-ham-radio. photo by K. Vandervort

ELY– This spring, more than 20 
youth in four teams from north St. 
Louis County, including Ely, partici-
pated in the 4-H State Project Bowl .

The 4-H State Project Bowl 
challenges teams of three to six youth 
to test their knowledge of dairy, dog, 
general livestock, horse, poultry, 
rabbit and wildlife project areas.

The Ely Junior Dog Bowl team 
was named Grand Champion at the 
event. Team members include Esther 
Anderson, Maggie Dammann, Kelly 
Thompson and Chance Warvin. They 
were coached by Seija Packila Wavrin 
and Jeff Eibler. 

Nearly 500 youth competed in 

four regional 4-H Project Bowls 
held throughout the state this spring. 
The top teams qualified to move on 
to compete in the state bowl.  Each 
competition includes junior divisions 
for grades 3-8, and senior divisions 
for grades 4 through one year past 
high school.  

The teams are quizzed in one-
on-one and open rounds with the first 
participant with the correct answer 
getting the points. 4-H State Project 
Bowl winners in dairy, general live-
stock, horse and poultry go on to 
national project bowl competitions.   

 “Through 4-H State Project 
Bowl, youth build communications 

skills, and gain deeper learning 
and interest in agriculture-relat-
ed areas,” said Amber Greeley, 
Extension 4-H program specialist. 
“These experiences contribute to 
their success in school, future areas 
of study in college, and potential 
careers.” 

4-H is a youth development 
program of the University of 
Minnesota Extension.  Available 
for youth grades K-1 year after 
high school, 4-H’ers participate in 
hands-on learning experiences in 
STEM, citizenship and leadership, 
animal science, creative arts and 
much more. 

Ely 4-H students win grand champion honors

The Ely Junior Dog Bowl Grand Champion team includes Esther Anderson, Maggie Dammann, 
Kelly Thompson, Chance Warvin, and coaches Seija Packila Wavrin and Jeff Eibler. submitted photo
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Yesterday’s news,  
this week
from the archives of

THE ELY MINER
Courtesy of the Ely-Winton Historical Society

June 28, 1918

Tradesmen wanted
A request has been received by the Local 

Board for two men for the Dunwoodie Institute at 
Minneapolis for special training in auto mechan-
ics, sheet metal, electricity, carpentry and radio 
operation.

The call was issued for 773 men in the state of 
which Ely is expected to furnish two. Applications 
must be made by July 1 with the men to be inducted 
into service by the board and leave on July 15.

Ore prices higher
A dispatch from Washington of Saturday 

says: “An increase of 45 cents a gross ton of iron 
ore to meet wage and fright rate advances was 
agreed to late yesterday by the war industries 
board, iron ore producers and representatives of 
the American Iron and Steel Institute.”

The new price effective July 1 is subject to 
approval by President Wilson.

There will be no increase in the price of steel, 
Chairman Robert Brookings of the war industries 
board said at the conclusion of the conference. 
Mr. Brookings said also that steel men had asked 
for no increase in the present price which expires 
June 30 and which will be continued.

The present price for iron ore is $5.05 a gross 
ton, F.O.B. lower lake ports and the 45-cent 
increase is based on that figure. No official 
announcement of the new price will be made, 
pending its acceptance by President Wilson.

ELY LOCAL NEWS

EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS News in Brief

FISHING SEASON

Reserve peaches from Nordic Team
ELY - Peaches are ripening on the trees in Palisade, 

Colo., and will soon be shipped and delivered here 
as part of the Ely Nordic Ski Club’s annual peach 
sale fundraiser.

Reservations for peaches will be taken until 
Saturday, July 7. The cost is $36 per box. No second 
sale will be held this year. Estimated delivery date 
is in the last week of July, at the Ely Ice Arena, 600 
E Harvey St. (at the corner of S 4th Ave. E and E 
White St.).

Email updates will be posted as the delivery date 
gets closer. For more information and to place an 
order, email elynordicpeaches@gmail.com or call/
text 218-208-4572.

The Nordic Ski Team  ski team is partially funded 
by this peach sale, and the proceeds help the team pay 
for equipment, travel expenses, and fees. 

In 2017, the girls team won the state title led by 
first place finisher Erin Bianco, and in 2018 the girls 
team placed sixth, and the boys team placed seventh. 
The success of this team is in part due to the financial 
support of the community.

History Nights schedule
July 11: Tim Cochran talks about the Basswood 

Indians.
July 25: Jeffrey Kroll of the U.S. Forest Service 

will present his program “Older Than Dirt”. He 
will analyze the soils of this area and talk of his 
love of gardening and collecting foods from the 
fields and forests.

Aug. 8: Kathleen Cargill, St. Louis County 
Historical Society.

Ely Patriotic Choir Concert
ELY On Sunday, July 1 at 2 p.m., in the Ely 

Washington School Auditorium the Choir and Orchestra 
under the direction of Sarah Mason will perform their 
seventh annual Pre-Fourth of  July concert.  This concert 
is free to the public.  

Ely Folk School hosts Fairy Funshops
ELY - Fairytale Funshops are being held at the 

Ely Folk School this summer.
Funshops include fairytales, arts and crafts, music, 

games, and treats. Suggested age is five years and up. 
Under five years must be accompanied by an adult. At 
least four children need to pre-register by the previous 
Monday or the Funshop will be cancelled.  

To pre-register visit elyfolkschool.org. Fun shops 
are held 10 a.m. to noon. 

The event schedule and theme includes:
July 11- The Little Mermaid (Ariel/Mermaids) 
July 25 - Aladdin (Jasmine/Genies) 
Aug. 8 - Pocahontas (Tree Spirits)   
Aug. 22- Thumbelina (Flower Fairies) 

Tuesday Group schedule
ELY - The upcoming Tuesday Group  schedule 

(subject to change) is listed below. All talks are at 12 
noon on Tuesday at Grand Ely Lodge. 

July 3 - No meeting
July 10 - Richard Painter – U.S. Senate Candidate

ELY – Two candi-
dates, Jessica Anderson 
and Mackenzie Peterson, 
both seniors at  Ely 
Memorial High School, 
will compete for the 2018 
Miss Ely crown this fall.

The mission of the 
scholarship program is 
to work together with 
community organizations 
and offer candidates tools 
to enhance their inner 
strength of character and 
commitment to communi-
ty well being.  The program 

is academically and com-
munity-service based. The 
ongoing platform of the 
program is anti-bullying 
awareness and prevention.

Since its resurrection 
in 2015 the program has 
raised over $4,000 for 
Relay for Life, awarded 
$4,000 in scholarships 
and  par t ic ipa ted  in 
numerous community 
service events.

Candidates Audrey 
Engen, Kayla Larsen and 
Lindi Zemke, all entering 

second grade at Washington 
Elementary School this fall, 
are looking to win the Little 
Miss Ely crown.  

The reigning Miss 
Ely is Shayla Zaverl 
and Little Miss Ely is 
C h e z n e  N i c k o l s o n . 
Upcoming events for the 
program include the Ely 
Fourth of July Parade and 
a Burger/Brat Fundraiser 
at Ely Northland Market 
on Thursday, July 6.  The 
candidates are currently 
selling $1/chance raffle 

tickets with proceeds going 
toward scholarships.

The 2018 Miss Ely 
and Little Miss Ely will 
be crowned in September 
a t  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n 
Auditorium.  Miss Ely will 
serve as an ambassador for 
Ely at community and area 
events for one year.  

T h e  M i s s  E l y 
Scholarship Program 
is non-profit and spon-
sored by Studio North 
dance and fitness center.

Candidates selected for 2018 
Miss Ely and Little Miss Ely

N a m e :  J e s s i c a 
Anderson

Nickname: Jess
Age/Grade:  17 

years old, senior at EHS
Birthday: Oct. 12, 

2000
Siblings:  Taylor 

Anderson, Tina McCard, 
Candace McCard, Sarah 
Johnson, Aaron Davies

Pets: Two ducks, 
12 chickens, two dogs, 
one cat

Hobbies:  I  l ike 
h ik ing ,  swimming , 
boating kayaking, fishing, hunting, golf dance and tennis

School/Activities: High School yearbook, Choir
Sports: Dance, golf, tennis
Favorite Subject: Math
Favorite Food: Fish and pizza
Favorite Movie: Monsters, Inc.
Favorite TV Show: Full House
Music of Choice: Anything!
Plans After High School: Attend school to become 

a teacher
Business Sponsor: Timber Lodge Trail

Name: Mackenzie 
Peterson

Nickname: Kenzi
Age/ Grade: 17 

years old, senior at EHS
Birthday: Oct. 16, 

2000
Siblings: Mitchell 

and Beau Peterson
Pets: Echo, a choc-

olate lab
Hobbies:  I  l ike 

being with friends, being 
outside, going to the 
beach, spending time 
with my family. I love working with my residents at 

Boundary Waters Care Center.
School/Activities: Student Council, Prom, Grand 

March co-chair, Senior Class president
Sports: Volleyball
Favorite Subject: Science
Favorite Food: Pizza
Favorite Movie: 50 First Dates
Favorite TV Show: Friends
Music of Choice: Country
Plans After High School: Attend nursing school 

to be a registered nurse
Business Sponsor: Boundary Waters Care Center

Name: Audrey Noel Ann 
Engen

Nickname: 
Aud

A g e /
Grade: 8 years 
o ld ,  second 
grade

Birthday: 
Dec. 23, 2009

Siblings: 
One brother, 
Hayden, age 5

Pets: A Shih Tzu, Maddie, a 
hamster, Laura, and lots of fish!

Hobbies: Drawing, swimming, 
baking, riding bike, dancing and 
slumber parties

School/Activities: Dance
Sports: None, yet
Favorite Subject: Math
Favorite Food: Pizza
Favorite  Movie:   The 

Incredibles, The Incredibles 2
Favorite TV Show: Zumbo’s 

Just Desserts
Music of Choice: Anything 

you can dance to
Plans After High School: Go 

to college to be a teacher, a veteri-
narian or a scientist

Business Sponsor: Salon 
No. 10

Name: Kayla Larsen
Nickname: KK
A g e /

Grade: 7 years 
o ld ,  second 
grade 

Birthday: 
April 28, 2011

Siblings: 
R y l e e  a n d 
Logan

Pets: Zoey, 
Brynlee, Axel, 
10 chickens and a turtle

Hobbies: I like playing with my 
baby turtle, my chickens and Zoey

School/Activities: At school 
she likes to play with her friends

Favorite Subject: Math
Favorite Food: Ice cream
Favorite Movie: Woody the 

Woodpecker 
Favorite TV Show: SpongeBob 

Square Pants
Music of Choice: All kinds 

of music
Plans After High School: Do 

homework
Business Sponsor: Tara Kay 

Photography

Name: Lindi Zemke
Nickname: Lulu
A g e /

Grade: 8 years 
o ld ,  second 
grade

Birthday: 
May 10, 2010

Siblings:  
One brother, 
Jayden

Pets: Two 
dogs (Trigger 
and Mya), one fish (Rainbow)

Hobbies: I like jumping on 
the trampoline, swimming, fishing, 
camping, catching crayfish, making 
slime, pogo sticking, crafts and 
dancing.

School/Activities: Girl Scouts, 
Kids Club, Heavy Metal sports, 
dance

Sports: Baseball, golf, gym-
nastics

Favorite Subject: Gym, math, 
music and art

Favorite Food: Pizza, maca-
roni and cheese, buttered noodles 
with Parmesan cheese

Favorite Movie: The Emoji 
Movie

Favorite TV Show: iCarly
Music of Choice: Hits 1 and 

Venus on Sirius XM Radio
Plans After High School: Be 

a nurse like my mom
Business Sponsor: Heavy 

Metal Sports

Biographies- Miss Ely 2018

Biographies- Little Miss Ely 2018

Dale Bates, of 
Ely, was beaming 
with pride last 
week over this 29- 
1/4” walleye that 
he pulled from 
Burntside Lake. 
submitted photo
 



COOK- Arrowhead 
Library System is pleased 
to host professional jug-
gler Sean Emery. This 
program is free and for all 
ages. Join us on Friday, 
July 6 at Ely Public Li-
brary at 9 a.m. or Babbitt 
Public Library at 1 p.m. 

With his talent and 
an uncanny ability to 
read people, Sean Emery 
will scoop up the audi-

ence and embrace them 
with his circus-y skills, 
comedy and showman-
ship. Sean is an eccentric 
and talented entertainer, 
wowing the crowd with 
jaw-dropping juggling 
stunts that will have you 
asking yourself, “how 
does he do that?”

P r o f e s s i o n a l l y 
trained with Ringling 
Bros. and Barnum & 

Bailey, Sean is one of 
the most in-demand en-
tertainers for fairs, festi-
vals, and corporate events 
around the country. When 
he’s not performing, Sean 
teaches circus arts at the 
University of Minnesota 
and also offers a work-
shop — Introduction to 

Antic Arts — to schools, 
libraries, and community 
events. No one works a 
crowd like Sean Emery. 
Simply put, Sean has a lot 
of fun, and you will too.

If it’s raining, it must 
be a weekend! Do we get 
a nice, sunny weekend to 
enjoy?  Apparently not, 
as the last several have 
only brought rain.

Next week brings us 
the Fourth of July and all 
its celebrations already. 
Where, oh where, is the 
time going? Seems as 
though the kids just start-
ed summer vacation, and 
soon we will be seeing 
them doing pre-school 

shopping.  Right now, however, we are in the midst 
of summer with picnics, fishing, berry-picking, and 
gardening being the activities that consume us.  Are 
you aware that July 1 marks the beginning of Blue-
berry Month in the U.S.?  Thanks to the efforts of 
Elizabeth White and Frederick Colville in the early 
1900s, we have the tasty product of today versus the 
wild berries common before that. Wild blueberries 
were considered to be too small and their flavor too 
unpredictable to be in demand at the market plac-
es.  Every bite of blueberry pie, blueberry buckle, 
or blueberry muffins attests to the fact that they got 
it right!

Speaking of picnics, bet you weren’t aware that 
good old American ketchup (which some consider 
a staple) is really not American at all.  The popu-
lar condiment had its beginnings in Vietnam and 
was probably brought to China by traders, then 
encountered by the British in Southeast Asia.  After 
being brought to Great Britain, ketchup conquered 
the world.  A hot dog or hamburger would not be 
the same without it. 

The fishing report has not been too encour-
aging.  Lots of fish observed by those who have 
devices to spot the slippery denizens of the deep; 
just not too many observed on the catching side of 
things.  Keep trying, as they’re bound to get hungry 
sometime.

Lots of July 4th celebrations are being planned– 
each community seems to have its activities to 
bring people home to celebrate our nation’s found-
ing.  The world-famous parade will take place in 
Crane Lake on July 4th, with line-up at 6:30 p.m. 
and the parade following at 7 p.m.  The world-fa-
mous fireworks display will occur after dark; it 
is always fun to see all the boats out on the lake 
positioned to have a great view.  The fireworks are 
always worth the trip, no matter where you came 
from!

July 3rd is THE day for celebrating in Orr, 
beginning with the 5K Walk/Run at 9 a.m.  The 
Craft Show begins at 11 a.m. and goes until 4 p.m., 
with the Antique Tractor & Joker Show running 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.  The Kids Parade is at 12 
noon.  There will be live music throughout the day, 
with food vendors also available all day, so you can 
feed your soul and your body, maybe even at the 
same time.  If you have any energy left after all that, 
attend the street dance from 8 p.m. until midnight.  

If you are planning on being in Gilbert on the 
3rd of July at 7:30 p.m., you can catch all the local 
bands, floats and marching units like the Fort Fran-
ces Highlanders or the Rainy Lake Highlanders, 
queens, horses, dogs, and more at the Gilbert Pa-
rade.  A pre-parade show at 7 p.m. will feature the 
North Star Cycle Patrol and Shrine Mustangs, and 
you can hang around and catch the fireworks at 10 
p.m.  The kids might like to check out the Bounce 
House located near the ballfield all day on July 
3. There will be a street dance on Saturday, June 
30 (music by Loose Change), Little Miss Gilbert 
coronation on July 2, and the Kiddie Parade on July 
4th.  Sounds like a fun time.

Eveleth is not going to be outdone, either, 
and has a full slate of activities.  The party starts 
with the Firecracker 5K on July 3 at 8 a.m. and the 
Beach to Beach Swim at 10 a.m. If you have the en-
ergy left, attend a Street Dance on July 3 from 8:30 
p.m. to 12:30 a.m. (music by Bottomline), finishing 
up with the fireworks display after dark. The Ev-
eleth Parade begins on July 4th at 9:30 a.m.  

It certainly sounds, to this Dame at least, that 
our local communities are not to be outdone in 
celebrating or providing citizens and visitors a great 
time!  It may take us until Labor Day to recover!

Let us hear from you. Send news by e-mail to 
info@thelakecountry.com, by fax 218-757-3533 or 
by phone to Sandy at 218-757-3233 and it will be 
added. Until next week, the Dames are singing off.
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COOK

TRINITY LUTHERAN

Crane Lake News by 
the Singing Teapot 
Dames

New Cook VFW-sponsored team formed

Celebrating a Life 
In loving memory of 

Joyce “Kay” Davis
5/13/1936 -12/31/2017

Please join us for a luncheon to share stories
 and remember a life lived to its fullest. 
Sunday, July 8, 2018 • 10 AM
Hosted by all four of Kay’s daughters-

Kathy, Kristi, Karen and Cheryl

Nett Lake Government Building, Nett Lake
Questions: Kathy Paugh 801- 691-2488

kpaugh71@gmail.com

A Celebration of Life

Lewis “Bud” 
Everett Bystrom

passed away on
Monday, February 12, 2018

in Duluth

A Celebration of Life followed by lunch will be 
held at 11:00 AM on Saturday, June 30 at 

Trinity Lutheran Church in Cook.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions can be 
made to the Shriners Hospital-Twin Cities or a
charity of your choice. His full obituary was

published in the Timberjay on February 23, 2018.

Twelve youth and three adults from Trinity Lutheran Church of Cook are heading to Houston 
Texas for the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America’s National Youth Gathering. They will join 
30,000 other youth from around the country for five days of service, learning and worship. 
photo by B. Smith

COOK- Thanks to a generous donation by the 
Cook VFW, along with leadership from a local 
student, the Cook area is once again fielding its own 
VFW-level baseball team.

Back in March, Zach Cheney submitted a letter 
to the Cook VFW expressing his and his teammates’ 
interest in playing baseball in their hometown and 
representing the Cook VFW Post 1757.  Cook has a 
wonderful youth baseball program, but it only goes up 
to Little League, which ends at eighth grade.  There 
are some surrounding towns that have the next level 
of baseball teams, but Cook has not had one for many 
years. During the past few years, some Cook ball-
players have been traveling to Soudan to play on the 
BEST team.

That changed this summer.  The Cook VFW 
agreed to sponsor and help fund the program. Since 
most of the other area teams are now playing in the 
Junior Legion league, the Cook team will be playing 
as an official Junior Legion team starting next season, 
but still will be sponsored by the VFW.

The team has been scheduling their own games 
and playing as many VFW and Junior Legion teams as 
possible, but next summer will play an official Junior 
Legion schedule. The team was able to purchase new 
uniforms with the Cook VFW’s sponsorship and first 
sported the new attire at their game in Ely on June 26.

Top: The team stands at attention as the VFW 
brings the colors (above) out onto the field. 
photos by B. Smith

Juggler at the Cook Library on Friday, July 6 



COOK- The 8th Annual Spring 
Art Expo will come to a close on 
Friday, June 29 when Northwoods 
Friends of the Arts hosts the fina-
le reception at NWFA Gallery in 
Cook from 5 to 7 p.m., 210 S Riv-
er St., next to Dream Weaver Sa-
lon and Day Spa.  The reception 
features refreshments, voting for 
favorite photos for the “People’s 
Choice Award,” the Photo Con-
test Awards and the long-awaited 

drawing for the 50/50 Raffle.
The first name drawn has the 

choice of receiving 50 percent of 
the ticket sale proceeds or the large 
framed eagle photo by Carol Bow-
man. The regal eagle poses on a 
mailbox in a filtering snowstorm. 
Tickets are on sale until the raffle 
drawing time, on Friday, June 29 
starting at 5 p.m.

The $5 tickets are for sale by 
NWFA members and during gal-

lery hours.
 Regular summer gallery hours 

are Wednesday, Thursday, and Fri-
day from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sat-
urday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 210 S River 
St. next to Dream Weaver Salon 
and Day Spa.
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NORTHWOODS FRIENDS OF THE ARTS

Bookmobile schedule
Visit your library on wheels, the Arrowhead Li-

brary System Bookmobile. 
Thursday,   July 5, 26; Aug. 16; Sept. 6, 27
Nett Lake – 

Community Center      
9:30-10:15 a.m.

Crane Lake 
– Ranger Station          
11:15 a.m.  - 12 
noon

Orr – Lake 
Country ReMax 
building 1:45 - 2:30 
p.m.

Kabetogama – Town Hall  3:15 - 3:45 p.m.                       
For further information on the Bookmobile or 

Mail-A-Book services, write or call the Arrowhead 
Library System, 5528 Emerald Ave., Mt. Iron, MN 
55768  218-741-3840, or check our website at www.
alslib.info.

Cook Optica

 EYE EXAMS • 666-2879
Call for Appointment

with Dr. Jensen, Optometrist

Cook Optical

HOURS: 9-4:30  Mon.-Fri.
Jerel D. Johnson, ABOC Certified

23 E. Vermilion Dr., Cook

Quality Eye Care for lessStop in & Compare

Sun: 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Mon-Sat: 7 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Summer Hours

201 Hwy 53 SE Cook, MN 
666-0205

(Effective May 6)

Photo Contest and Spring Art Expo finale on June 29

COOK- Jeanne O’Melia 
had a very special opportunity 
and she shared her experience 
with members of Northwoods 
Friends of the Arts in Cook. 
O’Melia was the featured 
speaker at this year’s annual 
meeting and potluck where she 
spoke about her recent 10-day 
trip to Uganda.

O’Melia is a familiar 
name in the local arts commu-
nity. Her papier-mâché over-
sized puppet is a favorite in 
the Timber Days Parade.  Re-
cently she attended the gradu-
ation of a seventh-grade class 
in Uganda.

O’Melia’s niece, Rob-
in Dusek, went on a safari in 
2009 and learned that her tour 
guide wanted to start a school, 
but the startup cost of $10,000 
was more than he could raise 
in Uganda. Dusek, a lawyer in 

Chicago, thought she could – 
and she did. Dusek started a 
501(c)3 called Educating Afri-
ca’s Children. The school grad-
uated its first seventh-grade 
class, of 20 children, this year.

O’Melia and Dusek 
brought clothes, books and 
laptops for the school. “The 
elementary doesn’t have an In-
ternet connection, but the high 
school does. This will give 
them a head start on their ba-
sic computer skills,” O’Melia 
said.

O’Melia is a summer res-
ident of Cook/Lake Vermil-
ion and spends her winters in 
Illinois. Educating Africa’s 
Children is a non-profit or-
ganization and 100 percent 
of donations received go to 
schools supported by the orga-
nization. If you would like to 
make a donation, go to educat-
ingafricaschildren.org/donate.

NETT LAKE- Nett Lake 
School is participating in the Sum-
mer Food Service Program (SFSP). 
Meals will be provided to all en-
rolled children without charge and 
are the same for all children regard-
less of race, color, national orgin, 
sex, age, or disability, and there 
will be no discrimination in the 
course of the meal service. Meals 
will be provided, on a first come, 
first serve basis, at the following 
sites, times, and dates during the 
summer as follows:

Nett Lake School, 13090 West-
ley Dr., Nett Lake: June 18 – Aug. 

17. Closed June 29, July 2-6, and 
Aug. 8, breakfast from 8 – 9 a.m. 
and lunch from 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 
p.m.

For more information, contact 
Nett Lake School, 218-757-3102, 
jvarichak@isd707.org.

To file a complaint of discrim-
ination, complete the USDA Pro-
gram Discrimination Complaint 
Form (AD-3027), found online at 
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/com-
plaint_filing_cust.html and at any 
USDA office, or write a letter ad-
dressed to the USDA and provide 
in the letter all of the information 

requested in the form. To request 
a copy of the complaint form, call 
866-632-9992.

Submit your completed com-
plaint form or letter to USDA by 
mail to US Department of Agricul-
ture, Office of the Assistant Secre-
tary for Civil Rights, 1400 Inde-
pendence Ave. SW, Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410, by fax to 202-
690-7442, or email to program.in-
take@usda.gov. This institution is 
an equal opportunity provider.

Nett Lake School offers summer breakfast/lunch program

Bear River Fair on Aug. 18 and 19 
BEAR RIVER- It’s coming soon, mark your 

calendars now for the Bear River Fair on Aug. 18 
and 19. There are many wonderful things to enjoy 
throughout the weekend.  Exhibits will be entered on 
Saturday morning, and we ask YOU to take part by 
entering something. Exhibits, after all, are the reason 
for the fair in the first place. There will be a pig roast 
on Saturday night including live music from 4-8 
p.m. by the Lake Street Gang. 

On Sunday there will be a worship service at 
10:30 a.m. followed by a dinner of Swedish meat-
balls and mashed potatoes. Dessert will follow 
with coffee and pie served by the folks from Bear 
River Church. Casey Aro will be sharing his music 
and humor on Sunday afternoon. There will be a 
scavenger hunt for ages 12 and over – with cash 
prizes at the end. Throughout the two-day event you 
can enjoy the ball tournament (contact Tony at the 
Viking, 218-376-4622, for more information), bazaar 
(contact Hazel at 218-969-3755) and shopping at the 
Fair Market (contact Bruce at 480-213-0767). Bingo 
is back this year, too. 

Are you able to help out with the fair in any 
way? Let us know. We would love to have you join 
our crew. Keep your ears open for more informa-
tion on this wonderful annual tradition. If you have 
questions or are willing to help, contact Bruce at 
480-213-0767 or Jane at 218-376-4556. 

The Bear River Community Center/Old Bear 
River School is located at the intersection of Hwy. 
22 and Hwy. 5. The building is handicapped accessi-
ble. Visit BearRiverMN.com for more information.

Music in the Park Wednesdays in Cook
COOK- Popular concert series, Music in the 

Park, is returning to downtown Cook. The free fami-
ly-friendly concerts are held from 6-8:30 p.m. at the 
gazebo in downtown Cook every Wednesday from 
June 13 through Aug. 29. This activity is made pos-
sible by the Northwoods Friends of the Arts, Cook 
VFW Post 1157, the Cook Lions Club, the Timber-
wolves Snowmobile Club, and community donations. 
The music line up will be posted on flyers around the 
area and published each week in the paper. St. Paul’s 
Church is providing food and refreshments again this 
year. Bring your lawn chairs, the whole family, and 
enjoy an evening of live music.

July 4- No show- Happy Birthday America!
July 11- Everybody’s Uncle- classic oldies fea-

turing “Southside” Willy Larson on saxophone
July 18- R&B- eclectic folksy bluesy classics
July 25- Wendy Ernstinen- music variety through 

the years on piano
Aug. 1-The Hutter Bunch- a collection of classic 

country and Americana
Aug. 8- Everybody’s Uncle- classic oldies and 

everyone’s favorites
Aug. 15- Wendy Ernstinen- music variety through 

the years on piano
Aug. 22- Robert Walker’s Outlaw Country- a col-

lection of originals and country classics
Aug. 29- Beefeater Brothers with Patrick Villala 

and Anna Marie – The Beefeaters welcome country 
singer Patrick Villala and local favorite Anna Marie 
Pederson.

NORTHWOODS FRIENDS OF THE ARTS

Jeanne O’Melia, world-traveler and 
artist, speaks to NWFA annual meeting
by STEPHANIE UKKOLA
Staff Writer

Jeanne O’Melia  spoke about her 
travels to Uganda during the NWFA 
annual meeting. photos by C. Stone
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ELY...Continued from page 1
Park throughout the day. 
Fireworks over Miner’s 
Lake will close the cele-
bration.

Lineup for the parade 
begins at 10:30 a.m. for 
the dozens of floats and 
entries. The parade is typ-
ically two hours in length. 
This year, participants will 
gather on 4th Avenue from 
Harvey to James streets, 
including the Ely Ice Arena 
parking lot.

There will be ribbons 
and prizes awarded for 
kids entering decorated 
bikes, trikes, wagons and 
costumes. Judging will be 
held at noon.

The parade starts at 
4th Avenue and Harvey 
Street, and follows Harvey 
Street to 2nd Avenue East, 
down Sheridan Street and 
ends at Whiteside Park.

Many tradi t ional 
favorites will entertain 
the thousands of parade 
watchers who temporarily 
double the city’s popu-
lation. Look for the high 
school band, Ely Klown 
Band, Studio North and 
other dance groups, Lawn 

Chair Precision Team, 
antique cars, area fire 
departments, numerous 
floats from area organiza-
tions and many surprises. 
Many parade participants 
distribute  pounds of candy 
and treats. Be ready for the 
Zup’s Market staff.

The day of patriot-
ic celebration kicks off 
with the Janet Gensler 
Ely 4 on the 4th Run.  
The recreational walk/
run event starts at 8 a.m. 
on the Trezona Trail and 
winds around Miner’s 
Lake. Online registration 
is available at www.active.
com, or on the day of the 
race, beginning at 6:45 
a.m., at the trailhead on 
Miner’s Drive. Cost is $30 
on race day. The event ben-
efits the Ely Track Club. 
Check their Facebook page 
for more information.

A pancake breakfast, 
hosted by the St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church youth 
group, runs from 7:30 a.m. 
to noon in the church hall, 
231 E. Camp St., with a 
suggested donation of $5. 
Kids age five and under 

eat free.
Ely Younglife will 

again host a picnic in 
Whiteside Park.

Food booths will open 
in the park prior to the 
parade at 11 a.m. Food 
will be available until 4 
p.m. Children’s games, 
hosted by the  Christian 
Youth Organization, will 
also start at noon.  The 
traditional Needle in the 
Haystack, where kids ages 
3-10 dive for quarters in a 
pile of sawdust, starts at 
11:30 a.m. 

Mattress Races, a 
family favorite, begin at 
noon at the south end of the 
park. First-place winners 
receive $25. Bring you 
rown mattress. Some mat-
tresses will be available.

Games and a family 
picnic resume in Whiteside 
Park after the parade. 
Family Fun Races start at 
2:30 p.m. The City Band 
performs at 3 p.m in the 
bandshell.

Fireworks begin at 
around 10 p.m. Donations 
for the display are accepted 
at City Hall.

The schedule for the 
Fourth in Ely
 8 a.m. – Janet 

Gensler Ely 4 on the 
Fourth Fun Run on the 
Trezona Trail
7:30 a.m.- noon. – 

Pancake Breakfast at St. 
Anthony Church Hall
11 a.m. – Activities 

and food sales begin in 
Whiteside Park
11:30 a.m.  - Needle 

in the Haystack for kids
Noon – Mattress 

R a c e s ,  h o s t e d  b y 
YoungLife, begin in the 
park
1 p.m. - Fourth of 

July Parade begins
 Noon to 4 p.m. – 

Activities and Games for 
Kids in the Park
 2:30 p.m. - Family 

Picnic and Fun Races 
begin in the park
3 p.m. - City Bands 

performs at bandshell in 
Whiteside
10 p.m. – Fireworks 

over Miner’s Lake.

ORR...Continued from page 1

Lutheran Church will have 
a basement sale starting at 
9 a.m. and going all day 
until 5 p.m.  Baked goods 
and lunch will also be 
available.  

D o n ’ t  m i s s  t h e 
Children’s Parade, begin-
ning at 12 noon.  Children 

can dig for $300 dollars in 
silver dollars at 4:30 p.m. 
A bean bag tournament at 
5:30 p.m. located at the 
Orr Muni. All afternoon 
there will be food vendors 
and live music performed 
by Beefeater Brothers.  
Make sure to vote  for your 

favorite tractor in Luke’s 
Annual Tractor & Joker 
Show.  Other activities 
include pony rides, petting 
zoo, bouncy house, free 
blood pressure check-ups 
and EKGs.  Stop by the 
Orr Center for the art show 
and for the grand opening 

of the library.  The thrift 
shop will be open as well. 

Dance the evening 
away at the Orr Muni street 
dance with Kutdown and 
end with the fireworks 
display over Orr Bay 
beginning at dusk.  

Crane Lake 4th
The ever-popular 

Crane Lake Parade will 
take place on July 4th, with 
line-up at 6:30 p.m.and the 
parade following at 7 p.m. 
The world-famous fire-
works display will occur 

after dark; it is always fun 
to see all the boats out on 
the lake positioned to have 
a great view. The fireworks 
are always worth the trip, 
no matter where you came 
from!

TOWER...Continued from page 1

beer floats. The Breitung 
Police will be selling $1 
raffle tickets for the chance 
to win an old Cadillac or 
unclaimed bicycles with 
all proceeds benefiting the 

D.A.R.E. program.

Vermilion Run
Fourth of July starts 

early with registration for 

the Vermilion 10K and 
5K run opening at 7 a.m., 
with race start at 8 a.m. The 
race starts in front of the 
Tower Fire Department, 
with the 10K winding on 

the bike trail to McKinley 
Park, then Hoodoo Point 
and back into Tower. The 
5K route runs around the 
Tower Elementary School 
field then out to Hoodoo 
Point and back. Cost is 
$10 to enter either race. 
This year’s race shirts 
feature a sporty new ath-
letic fabric in both men’s 
and women’s styles, and 
will be for sale before 
the race. There is also a 
free one-mile kids’ fun 
run that starts at 8:15 a.m. 
The race is a fundraiser 
for the Vermilion Country 
School. Questions, contact 
Jodi Summit at 218-753-
2950 or vcs.charter@
gmail.com.

Pancake breakfast
The pancake breakfast 

runs from 8 - 10:30 a.m. at 
the Tower Civic Center. 
Cost is $7. This event is 
sponsored by the Tower 
Soudan Civic Club and 
Lake Vermilion Cultural 
Center. The two groups 
also host coffee and cake 
at the Tower Civic Center 
after the parade to honor  
Parade Marshals Randy 
and Margie Johnson and 
Honored Citizens Lynn 
and Muriel Scott.

Parade and more
Kids are welcome 

to join in the parade fun 
with the Kiddie Parade, 
lining up across the street 
from the Tower Civic 
Center, starting at 10 a.m. 
All participants earn a 
cash prize and additional 
prizes are awarded for 
Boys Bikes, Girls Bikes, 
Under 5’s, Motorized, 
Most Patriotic, Floats, and 
Most Comical. The Kiddie 
Parade takes off at 11 a.m., 
right before the regular 
parade. The kiddie parade 
is organized by Pam and 
Rod Lundstrom.

The 148th FW out of 
Duluth will be coming with 
two F-16s for a flyover to 
mark the start of the parade 
this year. 

More parade entries 
are needed, according 
to event organizer Julie 
Johnson. While there are 
plenty of politicians plan-

ning on marching, Johnson 
is hoping for many more 
individuals, families, and 
businesses to get their 
creative juices flowing and 
design a float. Please call 
Johnson at 218-750-7242 
to register your float. Best 
of Show award is $450 
this year!

Judging for the parade 
begins at 10 a.m. in front 
of the Tower Civic Center.

After the parade there 
will be the sawdust scram-
ble in front of the Tower 
Elementary School at 1 
p.m., with childrens and 
adults races at the school 
field following. These 
races are once again being 
hosted by the Dostert 
family.

There will be live 
music at Good Ol’ Days 
and D’Erick’s Tower 
Liquors. The Tower Fire 
Department Beer Garden 
will be set up on Main 
Street (by the Timberjay) 
with profits going towards 
next year’s fireworks. 
There will be plenty of 
food and fun available on 
Main Street all day long.

Good Ol’ Days will 
have free hot dogs for 
children after the parade. 
They will also be hosting 
a karaoke contest from 
12 - 3 p.m. Elvis (back by 
popular demand after his 
performance last summer) 
will be playing from 3 - 5 

p.m., and the Inspyre Fire 
Dancers will perform at 
dusk, before the fireworks.

Fireworks will be shot 
off the hill north of Tower 
at dusk.

New flotilla event
The big change this 

year is a new flotilla. With 
the closing of BayView 
Lodge, the tiki bar deck 
and D.J. are gone. But 
local planners are setting 
up a new Tower Flotilla, 
for Saturday, July 7, which 
will include live music and 
food at the Tower Harbor 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Boats will begin at the 
Your Boat Club marina 
(the old Tower Marina), 
where there will be free 
boat access for flotilla par-
ticipants. Boats will make 
their way up the river to 
the Tower Harbor, where 
they will parade in front of 
the judges, and then return 
back up the river to the 
lake. Registration starts at 
11 a.m. and judging begins 
at 12 noon.

Live music  wi l l 
include “Everybody’s 
Uncle” from 11 a.m. - 3 
p.m., and then last year’s 
Good Ol’ Days favorite 
Elvis will be playing from 
3 - 5 p.m. Good Ol’ Days 
will have food and drinks 
for sale at the harbor.

FUN DAY at ORR BAY
Tuesday, July 3

7-10 am • Pancake Breakfast-Orr American Legion

9 am • 5K Walk/Run-Registration 8-8:45 Tennis Courts
10 am • Kids Free Fun Run

9 am-5 pm  •  Calvary Lutheran Church Basement Sale-
                Lunch, Bake Sale, Coffee An’s

11 am-4 pm • Craft Fair-American Legion
11-5 pm • Luke’s 3rd Annual Antique Tractor & Joker Show                               

              12 pm • Children’s Parade Ages 0-12 years

12-4 pm • LIVE MUSIC featuring the Beefeater Brothers
1 pm • Parade Winners Announced

Fireworks Sponsored By Orr Pelican Lake Resort Association

AT DUSK OVER THE ORR BAY

3 pm • Royalty Crowning & ticket drawing-American Legion

4 pm • Dress Your Teddy Bear Contest-American Legion
4:30 pm • Sawdust Dig ($300 in silver dollars)

5 pm • People’s Choice Awards for the Tractor & Joker Show

5:30 pm • Bean Bag Tournament-Orr Muni
Registration  4:45-5:15 • $20/team CASH prizes.

8 pm-Midnight • Street Dance
Orr Muni featuring “Kutdown”

Food Booths starting at 11am
Pony Rides, Petting Zoo, Bouncy House, Outside Vendors

Orr Ambulance will be providing FREE blood pressure
checks, EKG’s, and selling frozen goodies

 
Stop by the Orr Center 

Thrift Store, Art Show
Grand Opening of the Library

 
H H

HH

H

Nick Artisensi enjoys an ice cream treat at the 
2017 Ely Fourth of July parade. 
Timberjay file photo

Madeline Lackner rides her bike in the 2017 
Tower Fourth of July parade. Timberjay file photo
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Spend 4th of July 
in Tower-Soudan

Parade – July 4
Judging begins at 10 a.m. 

Parade Marshals:  
Randy & Margie Johnson

Honored Citizens: 
Lynn & Muriel Scott

Parade starts at 11 a.m.
Kiddie Parade lines up on Pine St. 

(across from Tower Civic Center)   
Pam Lundstrom & Rod Lundstrom, Co-Chairs
Register at 10 a.m. on July 4 for Kiddie Parade

Kiddie Parade Judging in 7 categories
Boys Bikes, Girls Bikes, Under 5’s, Motorized, Floats, Most Patriotic, 

Most Comical- 4 prizes in  each category- $20, $15, $10 and $5
Plus, One Simply the Best Prize- $50

Adult Parade: Register with 
Julie Johnson at (218) 750-7242

Adult Prizes- Best of Show $450 • 1st $350 • 2nd $250 • 3rd $150 
Best Family Float $100 • Most Patriotic Float $100 • Most Creative Float $100

July 4
Children’s Races 

& Sawdust Scramble 
12:30 p.m. – Sawdust Scramble 

at the Tower-Soudan School
 followed by 

Children’s Races at the school field – 
Greg Dostert Family and Helpers •    exact races are subject to change

• 6-yard dash ages 2-3 (boys & girls races) 
• 10-yard dash ages 4-5 (boys & girls races) 
• 20-yard dash ages 6-7 (boys & girls races) 
• 50-yard dash ages 8-9, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15 (boys & girls races)  
• Backwards Race (boys & girls races)  ages 2-3, 4-5, 6 
• Wheelbarrow Race (boys & girls races) ages 7-8, 9-10, 11-12, 13-14 
• Sack Race (boys & girls races)  ages 7-8, 9-10, 11-12, 13-14
• Adult  Races: Prizes for 1st, 2nd, 3rd, ages 15-25 and 26 & up
• He/She Race, Water Balloon Toss
            

July 4
Fireworks at Dusk

from the North Hill in Tower

Handicap Parking Available Near 
Tower-Soudan Elementary School 

(see signs).  Shuttle Service Available 
Throughout Downtown Tower

Tower Flotilla
Saturday, July 7 • 12 p.m.
All new event (since BayView is now closed)
Registration at 11 a.m. at the Tower Harbor. 
Judging at 12 noon. Call Rod at 218-410-9308. 

Food, drinks, and prizes! Live music with 
“Everybody’s Uncle” from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., and 

“Elvis” from 3 - 5 p.m. at the Harbor!

Bingo
Monday, July 9

11:45 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. at the Tower Civic Center.  
$10/includes lunch. All ages 

welcome.  Bingo sponsored by Friends of 
Vermilion Country Charter School  

July 4th
FOOD, FOOD, FOOD...and more!

Benchwarmer Grille
Riblet Sandwiches, Green Machines,  

Beer Specials, Drink Specials

D’Erick’s Beer Garden
Pulled Pork and Buffalo Chicken Sandwiches, 

Hot Dogs, Green Machines. Can Beer, 
Pop & Water.  Bloody Mary Garden. Beanbags 

all week. Christopher David Hanson Band, 
after the parade until 4 p.m.

Good Ol’ Days Live Music, 
Food & Beer Garden  

Free Hot Dogs & Pop for children after the parade!
Burgers, Pickle-on-a-Stick. Free Giant Slide Bouncer 

for the Kids.  Beer Tent.  Bloody Mary Window.
 “Ely Ed” playing 10-11 a.m. Karaoke contest 

 from 12 - 3 p.m. Insphyre Fire Dancers at dusk!
“Elvis” playing on July 4 from 3 - 5 p.m. 

“Elvis” on Saturday, July 7, 3-5 p.m. at the Harbor!

Tower Fire Department Beer Garden
on Main Street by Timberjay building.

Sales help support the fireworks!

Sulu’s Espresso Cafe
9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Smoothies, Coffee Drinks & More.

Pulled Barbecue Sandwiches, Fresh Lemonade

Jeanne’s Cards & Gifts
Selling Fourth of July Novelties on the sidewalk.

Tower Cafe
Walking Tacos during the parade

Sunday, July 1 
from 1 - 4  p.m.

Community Picnic 
Breitung Recreation Area 

in Soudan
Sponsored by Breitung Township

Free community picnic, hot dogs, popcorn,
root beer floats, games and fun for all ages.

D.A.R.E. Raffle Tickets $1
Win a real Cadillac (an abandoned vehicle) 

or one of several unclaimed bicycles!

Wednesday, July 4
37th Vermilion Walk & Run
Starts on Main Street • 8 a.m.

(by the Civic Center/Fire Hall)

10K Run- 8:00 a.m. • 5K Run/Walk 8:00 a.m.
1-Mile Kids Fun Run- 8:15 a.m.

To register or for more info, contact 
Jodi Summit at (218) 753-2950

Register on race day starting at 7 a.m.
10K or 5K $10 • Kids Run is FREE 

Race T-Shirts available for $20 each  
Sponsored by Friends of Vermilion Country Charter School

Wednesday, July 4
Pancake Breakfast

Tower Civic Center
8 - 10:30 a.m. $7

Sponsored by the Tower-Soudan Civic Club 
& Lake Vermilion Cultural Center 

AFTER THE PARADE
Coffee & Cake served at the Tower Civic Cen-

ter in honor of Parade Marshals 
Randy & Margie Johnson and 

Honored Citizens Lynn & Muriel Scott

Wed., 

JULY 4

This 
Tower-Soudan 

Fourth of 
July schedule 
of events has 
been brought 

to you by these 
community-

minded 
businesses:

Aronson Boat Works
Barb’s Cutting Edge
Bauman’s Vermilion 
   Funeral Home
Benchwarmer’s 
Black Bear Cafe
Bob’s Service 
   & Towing
Breitung Township
Broten Construction
Como Oil & Propane
D’Erick’s Tower 
   Liquors
Embarrass-Vermillion 
Federal Credit Union
Everett Bay Lodge
Fortune Bay Resort    
   Casino
Frandsen Bank- Tower
Glenmore Resort
Good Ol’ Days
Gruben’s Marina 
   & Village
Janisch Realty
Honey Wagon
Jeanne’s Cards & Gifts
Lamppa Mfg.
Nordic Home North
Northern Pine 
   Embroidery
Northwoods True 
Value
Scenic Rivers Medical & 
Dental- Tower
Sulu’s Espresso Café
Sunrise River 
   Boatworks
The Timberjay
Tower-Soudan Agency
City of Tower
Tower Auto Parts
Tower Vision 2025
Ubetcha Antiques 
   & Uffda Thrift
Vermilion Club
Vermilion Fuel &   
   Food/Soudan Store
Vermilion Houseboats
Vermilion Land Office
Vermilion Park Inn
Zup’s Grocery- Tower
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HWY 169...Continued from page 1

Rising above the tree-
tops of the surrounding 
landscape, travelers are 
able to see several miles in 
all directions. “Wait until 
the fall color season,” said 
Highway 169 Task Force 
member Bill Erzar. “The 
view will be spectacular.”

As many as 40 people 
attended the ribbon-cuttin-
glast Thursday on the west 
end of the new roadway 
that rises above and 
through ledge rock on the 
south side of the existing 
potion of highway.

“We are finally able 
to breathe.” That’s how 
Ely City Council member 
Paul Kess described the 
decades-long process to 
improve the road that 
connects Ely with Tower.

The six- mile stretch of 
highway between Six Mile 
Lake Road and Eagles 
Nest is the last portion of 
the $17 million realign-
ment project. MnDOT 
District 1 Project Manager 
Michael Kalnbach said the 
entire project should be 
completed by mid-July.

At a brief ceremony 
preceding the roadway 
tour and update meeting, 
Kess and other speakers 
hailed the work of the 
Highway 169 Task Force, 

founded by Rudy Semeja, 
Bill Erzar, Pete Davis and 
others who persistently 
worked to advance the 
project.  “We held our 
breath and the whole time 

the task force just kept 
working,” Kess said.

MnDOT Regional 
Engineer Duane Hill con-
ceded that it took citizen 
persistence for the state 
to go through with long-
sought improvements to 
the highway. “They pres-
sured MnDOT and they 
pressured MnDOT and 
they pressured MnDOT,” 
said Hill said. “This 
wouldn’t have happened 
without all of their efforts.”

For more than two 
decades, the project was 
delayed, first because of 
funding and later because 
of sulfide rock environ-
mental and pollution 
concerns, as well as dis-
agreement over route 
selection.

Kalnbach has presid-
ed over several resident 
update meetings at Eagles 
Nest as construction work 
progressed. “I had not 
been on the new route 
until today. It is simply 
beautiful coming through 
there,” he said. “Once the 
construction is done and 

the machines are out of 
the way, we will be able 
to see a long way.”

He reported that 
the project was near  
90-percent completed. 
“All the rock has been 
blasted and the excavation 
is complete. Final paving 
is under way. We have 
some cleanup to do in the 
ditches, striping and some 
signage to complete,” he 
said.

Final paving on the 
east end of the project is 
also being done and is 
scheduled to be complet-
ed by the end of June, 
according to Kalnbach. 
Traffic switched onto the 
new section earlier this 
week. Work will continue 
under traffic during the 
final work. The contract 
completion date is July 20. 

The existing roadway 
from the cell tower to the 
east end will be abandoned 
by MnDOT. “Over the 
winter, we talked with the 
Mesabi Bike Trail folks 
and St. Louis County on 
what is going to happen,” 

Kalnbach said. “That 
segment will be turned 
over to the county. As 
part of our construction 
plan, on that portion we 
will remove  half of the 
pavement and mill and 
leave the other half, and 
then that will be paved for 
a bike trail at some point.”

According to MnDOT 
District 1 Construction 
Supervisor Dan Squires, 
the bike path could be 
paved by mid-August. 
“The trail will cross 
Highway 169 at the east 
end of the woods (new 
construction) section and 
go through DNR property 
up to Trygg Road and 
eventually all the way to 
Ely,” Squires said.

A gravel road will 
allow access to the cell 
tower on the west end of 
the new section, Squires 
said. “It will not be open 
to the public.”

Erzar noted that the 
new road will reduce many 
of the safety hazards, like 
S-curves that led to numer-
ous crashes, and shaded 
areas that contributed to 
black ice conditions in the 
winter. There are  more 
passing lanes for those 
drivers who prefer to drive 
faster than others.

He also solemnly paid 
tribute to those who lost 
their lives or suffered 
serious injuries on the 
highway. “To me, this is 
more about those people 
than anyone else,” he said.

C o u n t y  C o m -
missioner Tom Rukavina 
was a also a proponent of 
the Highway 169 improve-
ment project during his 
tenure in the state leg-
islature. “I am heart-
ened  that common sense 
finally prevailed,” he said. 
“There was a time the EPA 
(Environmental Protection 
Agency) actually suggest-
ed using heating coils to 
thaw the black ice.”

This activity is made possible in part by the voters of Minnesota through a grant from the Arrowhead Regional Arts 
Council, thanks to appropriations from the Minnesota State Legislature’s general and arts and cultural heritage funds.

Donald

GARDNER
T R U S T

Discover Great Music on the Minnesota Iron Range

JULY 6, 7:00 PM · Chisholm Auditorium
Tickets: $15 Adults, $5 Students (under 18)

Music on the Beach! JULY 7, 6:00 PM 
McCarthy Beach State Park, Side Lake

FREE ADMISSION

 JULY 8, 4:00 PM · Mesabi East, Aurora
Tickets: $15 Adults, $5 Students (under 18)

Young Artists! JULY 10, 11:00 AM
Coppertop Church, Duluth  FREE ADMISSION

New Venue! JULY 12, 7:00 PM
Buhl Public Library  FREE ADMISSION

JULY 14, 7:00 PM 
B’nai Abraham Synagogue, Virginia

JULY 18, 7:00 PM 
Vermilion Community College, Ely

Tickets: $10 Adults, $5 Students (under 18)

CLOSING CONCERT JULY 19, 7:00 PM
Mesabi East, Aurora  FREE ADMISSION

Ice Cream Social after performance
Sponsored by Northern State Bank of Aurora

"KIDS FOR KIDS" LIBR ARY CONCERTS
Throughout the festival.  

See website for times/locations.

«F E ST I V E FOU RT H!«  CONCE RT
Featuring NLMF Orchestra, Gavriel Heine, conductor and soloist Veda Zuponcic performing Rachmaninoff’s 2nd Piano Concerto

JULY 4, 4:00 PM · Mesabi East, Aurora  Tickets: $15 Adults, $5 Students (under 18)

For full schedule & to purchase tickets,  
call 218-780-2292, go to 

NORTHERNLIGHTSMUSIC.ORG
 or visit KESS GALLERY–ELY

C H A M B E R  M U S I C  C O N C E R T S

R O S S I N I ’ S O P E N I N G  N I G H T !
JULY 13, 7:00 PM

Veda Zuponcic 
Auditorium 

Mesabi East, Aurora

JULY 15, 3:00 PM
Chisholm High School

JULY 16, 7:00 PM
Washington Auditorium, Ely

TICKETS: $40 Adults 
$15 Students (under 18)

Sung in Italian with English supertitles • Conducted by Gavriel Heine • Directed by Francis X Kuhn • Set Design by Bart Healy
PRE-CONCERT LECTURE with Bill Bastian 90 minutes before each performance

VEDA ZUPONCIC  Artistic Director

GAVRIEL HEINE  Music Director

1 5 t h  A N N I V E R S A R Y

JULY 1–19, 2018

SEE YOUR HELPFUL HARDWARE FOLKS
Merhar’s Ace Hardware

48 E. Chapman St., Ely • 218-365-3129

Prices Good Through July 9, 2018
IMPRINT AREA

July 2018

Prices good through July 9, 2018.

Ace stores are independently owned and operated. The prices in this advertisement are suggested by Ace Hardware Corporation, Oak Brook, IL. 
Individual retailer regular and sale prices may vary by store, which may impact actual savings amounts in either direction. Except for Red Hot Buys, 
which extend through the end of the month, and except as otherwise stated, prices advertised in this circular are valid at participating stores through 
July 9, 2018, while supplies last. Sale and Instant Savings dates set forth herein are national dates suggested by Ace Hardware Corporation and may 
vary by local retailer. See local retailer in-store signage for details. Offers, Ace Rewards® benefi ts, product selection/color, sale items, clearance and 
closeout items, Ace everyday low prices, return and rain-check policies, and quantities may all vary by store, as well as from acehardware.com. 
Some items may require assembly. Ace is not responsible for printing or typographical errors.

 The best tool 
for saving money.®

 Visit acehardware.com for store 
services, hours, directions and more...

 FIND 
US ON:

RED
WHITE
& BLUE SALE

* Ace Rewards card Instant Savings (“Instant Savings”) amount is available at participating stores only to Ace Rewards members in store (see store for details). Where applicable by law, tax is charged on the sale price before application of Instant Savings. 

You must present Ace Rewards card to received Instant Savings in store. Instant Savings listed in this advertisement are valid through 7/9/18, at participating stores. Not all Ace stores participating in this circular participate in Ace Rewards.

Prevents bugs up to 
2 months.

  Cutter® Backyard 
Bug Control, 32 Oz.
        7130057
        Limit     2         at this price.  

   SALE       $  9.99

    -      $  2  

    $  7  99    

RED HOT BUY

  Cutter® 
Yard Fogger 
2/Pk.
        7123045
            
      

    $  6  99    
RED HOT BUY
SALE

  Off!® Insect Repellent
                        72468    ,     7264393    ,     7013659    , 
    7185242    
    Limit     2         at this price.  

  SALE       $  5.99

    -      $  2  

    $  3  99      each   

  Black Flag® Wasp, Hornet & 
Yellow Jacket Killer or Foaming 
Wasp & Hornet Killer, 14 Oz.
    7496904    ,     7618127, 7355761      
    Limit     2         at this price.  

  SALE       $  3.99

    -      $  2  

    $  1  99      each   

RED HOT BUY

  Ortho® Home Defense® 
Insect Killer for Lawn 
& Landscape 32 Oz. 
Ready-to-Spray, 
10 Lb. Granules or 
32 Oz. Concentrate
                        7502644    ,     7502651    ,     7502669      
    Limit     2         at this price.  

  SALE       $  8.99

    -      $  3  

    $  5  99      each   

  Ortho® Home 
Defense® Insect 
Killer, 1.1 Gal.
        7508088
                    Limit     2         at this price.  

  SALE       $  12.99

    -      $  3  

    $  9  99    

RED HOT BUY

  Roundup® Ready-To-Use Weed & Grass Killer III 
with Pump ’N Go®

2 Sprayer, 1.33 Gal.
        7196520
                    Limit     2         at this price.  

$1499
   SALE       $  18.99

    -      $  4  

Kills to the root!
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which extend through the end of the month, and except as otherwise stated, prices advertised in this circular are valid at participating stores through 
July 9, 2018, while supplies last. Sale and Instant Savings dates set forth herein are national dates suggested by Ace Hardware Corporation and may 
vary by local retailer. See local retailer in-store signage for details. Offers, Ace Rewards® benefi ts, product selection/color, sale items, clearance and 
closeout items, Ace everyday low prices, return and rain-check policies, and quantities may all vary by store, as well as from acehardware.com. 
Some items may require assembly. Ace is not responsible for printing or typographical errors.
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  Cutter® 
Yard Fogger 
2/Pk.
        7123045
            
      

    $  6  99    
RED HOT BUY
SALE

  Off!® Insect Repellent
                        72468    ,     7264393    ,     7013659    , 
    7185242    
    Limit     2         at this price.  

  SALE       $  5.99

    -      $  2  

    $  3  99      each   

  Black Flag® Wasp, Hornet & 
Yellow Jacket Killer or Foaming 
Wasp & Hornet Killer, 14 Oz.
    7496904    ,     7618127, 7355761      
    Limit     2         at this price.  

  SALE       $  3.99

    -      $  2  

    $  1  99      each   

RED HOT BUY

  Ortho® Home Defense® 
Insect Killer for Lawn 
& Landscape 32 Oz. 
Ready-to-Spray, 
10 Lb. Granules or 
32 Oz. Concentrate
                        7502644    ,     7502651    ,     7502669      
    Limit     2         at this price.  

  SALE       $  8.99

    -      $  3  

    $  5  99      each   

  Ortho® Home 
Defense® Insect 
Killer, 1.1 Gal.
        7508088
                    Limit     2         at this price.  

  SALE       $  12.99

    -      $  3  

    $  9  99    

RED HOT BUY

  Roundup® Ready-To-Use Weed & Grass Killer III 
with Pump ’N Go®

2 Sprayer, 1.33 Gal.
        7196520
                    Limit     2         at this price.  

$1499
   SALE       $  18.99

    -      $  4  

Kills to the root!

16925_July_Independence_AdSlick.indd   11 5/25/18   12:52 PM

WALNUT POTICA
Bake Sale

baked by Mary Louise
Date: July 3, 2018  Time:  9:00am-3:00pm   Location:  Ely Folk School

Info:  Walnut Potica loaf (11”) - $40.00 ea
        You may pre-order potica by calling Mary Louise at 218-365-6662 

or email to: icenhour22@yahoo.com

All proceeds of the potica sale will go directly
to the Ely Folk School

Single slices will be for sale all day!

• LIMITED QUANTITIES AVAILABLE •

OPEN 7 Days A Week
M-Sat 8-6, Sunday 11-3

145 W. Camp St, Ely
365-6555

PACKS AND 4” POTS

ELY  FLOWER  &  SEED
Happy 4th of July Everyone!

BUY 2 GET 1 FREE
FLOWERS & VEGGIES

HANGING BASKETS 
& DECK PLANTERS

SALE ON ANNUALS begins SUNDAY, JULY 1

25% OFF

Task Force member Pete Davis, center, was joined by Paul Kess, Tommy Rukavina, Mike 
Kalnbach, Dusty Dostert, Bill Erzar and Duane Hill to cut a ribbon officially dedicating the new 
section of Highway 169 between Ely and Tower last week. photo by K. Vandervort
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opinion late last year that 
argued that the Obama 
Interior Department had 
committed “legal error” 
in determining that the 
department had the author-
ity to deny renewal of 
the leases. Jorjani argued 
in what’s known as an 
M-Opinion, that the 
federal government had 
no choice but to renew the 
claims given the language 
in the original leases, first 
issued to the International 
Nickel Company in 1966. 
Those leases allowed for 
three ten-year renewals, 
but add: “unless at the end 
of the primary term of this 
lease, the Lessee shall not 
have begun production.” 

Secretary Zinke cited 
Jorjani’s opinion in rein-
stating the two mineral 
leases. 

Yet the groups now 
challenging Zinke’s deci-
sion say it was Jorjani who 
committed legal error.  “The 
Jorjani M-Opinion incor-
rectly considers extrinsic 
evidence in violation of 
fundamental tenets of con-
tract interpretation,” argues 
the Friends’ in their federal 
complaint.  “Further, the 
Jorjani M-Opinion relies 
on a tortured reading of the 
1966 Leases that is incon-
sistent with the contractual 
language of those Leases. 
Even if the 1966 Leases 
are to be considered, Twin 
Metals would not have a 
right to a third successive 

renewal unless it started 
production during the 
initial 20-year term, from 
1966-1986, which did not 
occur.”

The lawsuits also 
contend that the Interior 
Department lacks authori-
zation to reinstate expired 
mineral leases that were 
rejected for renewal nearly 
a year and a half earlier. 
The plaintiffs contend 
that the decision to deny 
renewal of the leases was 
a final one and that old 
leases cannot simply be 
resurrected after previous 
administrations have can-
celled them. 

“The federal govern-
ment is flip-flopping in a 
way that it does not have 
power to do,” said Chris 
Knopf, Executive Director 
of the Friends. “It was an 
arbitrary and unlawful 
decision made in favor of 
a Chilean mining company 
that wants to conduct a 
type of mining that has a 
history of causing envi-
ronmental damage.  We 

will not let them come to 
Minnesota and destroy 
the Boundary Waters and 
harm the economy that 
has developed around this 
national treasure.”

T h e  I n t e r i o r 
Department could have 
requested that Chilean 
mining giant Antofagasta, 
which owns the Twin 
Metals project, re-apply 
for new mineral leases, 
but such an application 
would be subject to envi-
ronmental review, public 
comment, and could be 
opposed by the U.S. Forest 
Service. The Forest Service 
issued detailed findings in 
late 2016, citing poten-
tial risks the proposed 
mine poses to the nearby 
Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area Wilderness, which 
accompanied its decision 
to reject renewal of the 
mineral leases. Based on 
the Forest Service’s deci-
sion, the federal Bureau of 
Land Management, which 
oversees the federal min-
erals program, terminated 

the Twin Metals leases in 
January 2017.

By reinstating the 
original 1966 leases, 
Jorjani, who had worked 
for the Charles Koch 
Foundation prior  to 
joining the Trump Interior 
Department, avoided the 
need for environmental 
review or Forest Service 
concurrence. 

The plaintiffs in the 
latest cases joined NMW 
and area businesses in 
asking the court to declare 
the Twin Metals’ leases 
as null and void and to 
prohibit Antofagasta from 
conducting further explor-
atory drilling on the lands 
in question. 

The lawsuits come 
on the heels of comments 
made by President Donald 
Trump last week during a 
visit to Duluth. Speaking 
at a rally for supporters, 
Trump vowed to reopen 
about 234,000 acres of the 
Superior National Forest 
for mining. Those lands 

were part of a proposed 
mineral withdrawal that 
the Forest Service is pur-
portedly in the process 
of studying, although the 
results of the study of the 
proposed impacts of the 
withdrawal aren’t expect-
ed until the end of the year. 
But Trump indicated he’d 
already made the decision 

to deny the withdrawal, 
accusing his predecessor 
of putting Minnesota’s 
natural resources under 
“lock and key.” As for 
lifting the withdrawal 
proposal, Trump stated: 
“It is going to happen, I 
will tell you.” 

908 E. Sheridan St., Ely
800-569-4186 or 218-365-6156

Check All Our New & Preowned at www.elycardeals.com
#9218U

2016 Dodge Grand Caravan

1500 Crew Cab, 4x4, Custom

$34,671

#9480U Red

With All Discounts, Plus Tax, Title & License Fees

YOU
PAY

2007 Chevy Malibu Maxx
V-6, Heated Seats

$4,995YOU
PAY

With All Discounts, Plus Tax, Title & License Fees

Leather, 4x4, Sunroof
$6,995

2004 GMC Yukon Denali

With All Discounts, Plus Tax, Title & License Fees

YOU
PAY

Financing Available on 
Approved Credit

See Joe or Nels for Details!

2018 Chevy Silverado

#8715C Black

4x4
$15,995

2015 Jeep Cherokee Latitude

#4379U Gold

YOU
PAY

With All Discounts, Plus Tax, Title & License Fees

#3426U Red

SXT, Stow-n-Go, Full Power
$16,995YOU

PAY
With All Discounts, Plus Tax, Title & License Fees

MSRP $43,585
$42,516

Customer Cash-$6,974
GM Financial (Must Finance) -$871

at MIKE 
MOTORS

in ELY!

Attention Business Owners!
Stop spending valuable time paying bills!
We offer payroll and bookeeping services,
tailored to your needs at very affordable

prices. Call today for a FREE consultation.

PESHEL
ACCOUNTING
1704 E Camp St.  PO Box 89   Ely, MN 55731   askjean.net

218-365-2424

ELY – City Council 
member Heidi Omerza 
was recently elected as the 
president of the League 
of Minnesota Cities for 
2018-2019.

The election was held 

today at the League’s 
Annual Conference in St. 
Cloud.

Omerza was elected 
to the Ely City Council 
in 2009. She also serves 
as president of the Ely 

Economic Development 
Authority and as chair of 
the Incredible Ely orga-
nization. Beyond Ely, 
Omerza has held positions 
on the Coalition of Greater 
Minnesota Cities Board of 

Directors and the League 
Board of Directors for the 
past seven years.

T h e  L e a g u e  o f 
Minnesota Cities is a 
membership organization 
dedicated to helping cities 

throughout Minnesota 
build quality commu-
nities through effective 
advocacy, expert analysis, 
trusted guidance, and col-
lective action. The League 
serves its more than 830 

members through advoca-
cy, education and training, 
policy development, risk 
management, and other 
services. 

For more information, 
visit www.lmc.org.

Ely City Council member to lead League of Minnesota Cities

Estate Planning
• General Questions
• Wills
•  Trusts
•  Power of Attorney
•  Health Care Declaration
•  Cabin Succession Planning

1 E. Chapman Street
P.O. Box 240 • Ely, MN 55731

218-365-3221
877-365-3221 Toll-free  •  218-365-5866 Fax

KELLY KLUN
Attorney At Law

Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation

REGIONAL NEWS

Friday, June 29 , 
Thursday, July 5

M a m m a l s  o f 
Minnesota from 5 – 7 
p.m.  Meet at Armstrong 
Bay Day use area. Do you 

hear animals in the woods 
but never get a chance 
to see them up-close?  
Learn about the mammals 
of northern Minnesota 
through pelts and skulls. 
Visitors will have the 

opportunity to touch and 
observe varies artifacts 
of mammals that call this 
campground their home. 
This free program is open 
to all ages and skill levels. 
This is a come and go as 

you please program. 

Thursday, July 5
Fishing 101 from 9 

a.m.-12 p.m., meet at 
Armstrong Bay Fishing 

Pier 
Learn the basics of 

fishing and try firsthand 
how to cast, reel and 
possibly catch a fish. 
Stop by anytime during 
the program. This free 

program is open to all ages 
and skill levels. A limited 
number of supplies are 
available for use or you 
are welcome to bring your 
own. Make sure you dress 
for the weather.

Lake Vermilion Soudan Underground Mine State Park activities
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218 2nd Avenue North, Virginia, MN • 218-741-3641

We provide a full 
complement of  

landscape, masonry 
and fabricated

natural local stone
products. 

Monuments are an enduring tribute to a loved one and 
can tell their story in stone. 

We provide lasting monuments in a wide variety of 
granite, marble and natural stone. 

Natural Stone 

Granite countertops add 
value and beauty to your 

home, as well as providing 
you with the most sanitary

and durable surfaces available.

Counter Tops 

• Signage
• Engraving

• Raised Letters
• Residential
• Corporate

The Finest and Largest
Selection of  Natural Stone and

Quartz Surfaces!

www.laurentianmonument.com

Monuments



TWO HARBORS- The historic Tower 
brewery closed during Prohibition and 
never reopened its doors but the spirit lives 
on today. A delicious stout is now on the 
market that has roots tracing back to Tower’s 
Iron Range Brewing Company. George 
Hunter Stout, made by Castle Danger 
Brewery in Two Harbors, was named after 
the Tower resident who opened the Iron 
Range Brewing 
Company in the 
late 1800s. 

C l i n t 
MacFarlane, 
Hunter’s great-
great-grand-
son, followed 
in  Hunter’s 
footsteps and 
o p e n e d  h i s 
own commer-
cial brewery, 
Castle Danger, 
in 2011 and 
began selling 
the George Hunter Stout, named after 
the brewing pioneer. “I wanted to brew 
a stout, which is a well-known Irish 
beer. The stout we make is more of an 
Americanized version. George Hunter was 
an Irish immigrant and was a stout man, so 
the name just seemed to fit. Also, George 
Hunter sounds like a good, strong name 
so I wanted a strong, bold beer to match,” 
said MacFarlane.

MacFarlane said that he has always 
been interested in beer, but didn’t know 
“great beer” until a family trip to Belgium 
in 2001. In 2006 he saw a beer kit for sale 
in a Cabela’s catalogue, “I thought it was 
crazy that you could make beer at home 
and I loved the idea,” he said. 

The former Iron Range Brewing 
Company was the first brewery north of 
Duluth and it operated from the late 1800s 
to 1920, when the enactment of Prohibition 
shut down many such businesses. The 
brewery was located near the Tower harbor 
and consisted of a wooden building where 
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FUNDRAISING

Slovenian Sweetness

BREWING UP 

Mark your calendars for free day of fishing and fun for kids ages 10-15

Ely woman turns her kitchen into a potica factory for Folk School fundraiser

Castle Danger’s stout has 
roots in Tower’s earliest days

HISTORY

Young people ages 10-15 can 
sign up now for a fun afternoon 
of fishing on Lake Vermilion. 
file photo

Left: 
Mary 
Louise 
Icenhour 
begins the 
arduous 
task of  
rolling out 
the dough 
for her 
potica. 

Below: 
Icenhour 
begins 
the initial 
rolling of 
the potica 
once the 
dough is 
rolled out 
and the 
filling is 
evenly 
spread.
photos by 
K. Vandervort

A north woods connection: A can 
of George Hunter Stout with the 
remains of the former Iron Range 
Brewing Co. in the backgrouond. 
The beer, produced by the Castle 
Danger Brewing Company, is named 
after Tower’s original brewmaster.

GETTING KIDS OUTDOORS

Don’t miss out on Take a Kid Fishing
LAKE VERMILION— 

Don’t let your kid tell you 
there’s nothing to do this 
summer as the  9th Annual Let’s 
Take A Kid Fishing event is less 
than a month away.

This year’s event will take 
place Wednesday, July 18 from 
noon until 5 p.m. at Fortune Bay 
Resort Casino’s marina. Parents 
or guardians are encouraged to 
drop their kid(s) off at 11 a.m. 
to sign in with the volunteers.

Kids ages 10-15 are eligible 
to participate in this free event, 

which is generously sponsored 
by both local and statewide 
companies. In addition to an 
afternoon of fishing, each kid 
gets several free gifts includ-
ing a hat, t-shirt and a rod/reel 
combo. The day culminates 
with Fortune Bay providing a 
complimentary fish fry for the 
kids, parents/guardians and 
volunteers at its lakeside tent.

“We really enjoy being 
part of this event,” said Fortune 
Bay Resort Casino’s Director 
of Public Relations Brian K. 

Anderson. “There is a lot of 
local support, as well as regional 
and statewide support, too. The 
Take A Kid Fishing Committee 
does an excellent job promoting 
the event and gives freely of 
their time to ensure everyone 
has a great time.”

Anderson added that Lake 
Vermilion guides, and other 
guides, give up a day of their 
time to teach kids how to fish 
on one of the best lakes in 
Minnesota. 

“They are very passionate 

about this,” said Anderson.  “I 
think that speaks volumes on 
how important this event is 
to introduce the great sport of 
fishing to the next generation 
of anglers.”

The event is limited to the 
first 100 kids signing up.  The 
deadline to sign up is July 5 or 
when 100 kids are signed up, 
whichever comes first.

Parents or guardians can 
sign up their kids at www.
lakevermilion.com/kids. 

WHITE IRON LAKE –A 
faded and tattered recipe, 
produced on a manual type-

writer, complete with stains and a 
few handwritten notes, has a simple 
heading “Walnut Potica.” That recipe 
is the basis of Mary Louise Icenhour’s 
heritage.

Like all recipes, this one is the 
guideline or first step in mastering a 
baking tradition handed down through 
many generations in Ely. 

Icenhour’s mother, Rose Mavetz, 
used her original recipe to teach 
Community Education classes in 
the 1970s and 1980s at Vermilion 
Community College. Mary has decades 
of experience in making this Slovenian 
sweet bread and she passes on that 
knowledge to Ely Folk School students 
willing to keep the tradition intact.

These days, Icenhour is a one-per-
son potica factory. She’s churning out 
dozens of loaves of walnut potica at 
her White Iron Lake cabin this week 
as she gets enough stock to conduct a 
fundraiser for EFS.

She is donating the cost of mate-
rials and the time it takes to make as 
many as 50 poticas and will sell them 
for $40 each at a special bake sale event 
on Tuesday, July 3. All proceeds go to 
the Folk School. To reserve a traditional 
Slovenian-made walnut potica, call her 
at 218-365-6662. 

Icenhour is making five batches 
or loaves each day over the course of 
about 10 days. “If this goes well, we’ll 
look at doing this again at Christmas 
and Easter,” she said. 

“I like to start as early as I can 
in the morning. That’s when I’m 
well rested,” said the retired Duke 
University nursing instructor.

Icenhour spends her summers at 

the same cabin her father built back in 
1954. She recently bought a house in 
Ely and comes to town for the winter. 
“I guess you could call me a snow 
bird,” she joked.

While she waited for the dough to 
rise, she showed a visitor a Slovenian 
stamp that featured potica, walnuts and 
honey. “I get a Christmas card from my 
father’s cousin every year,” she said. 
“Potica is so significant to the Slovenian 
culture that they feature the baked good 
on their stamps. Our first lady is from 
the old country and Melania told the 
Pope last year during a visit that she 
feeds her husband potica. Slovenians 
have a real cultural connection to this 
sweet bread.”

Each batch of Icenhour’s potica 
contains two pounds of walnuts, one 
and a half cups of honey, a cup of sugar, 
lots of heavy whipping cream and three 
eggs. “The filling is very rich,” she said. 
“I always use Minnesota honey. And 

I use at least a pound of butter. I don’t 
skimp. And get the good high-protein 
flour.”

The combination of these is really 
an art. As she described the process, 
Icenhour added her own tried and true 
tips which ultimately prove invaluable 
for the potica novice. “Use a heavy 
pan, like an old pressure cooker,” and 
“just bring it to a slight boil. Stir in the 
honey and butter mixture carefully to 
get a nice consistency in the filling. This 
filling is what makes potica, potica,” 
Mary said.

She noted the golden color of the 
filling. “If you had cheaper walnuts, it 

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

See POTICA...pg. 2B

Brewing up

by STEPHANIE UKKOLA
Timberjay staff writer

“The former 
Tower brewery 

produced 
a tasty dark 

beer that was 
popular with 

miners.
Historian Richard Hanson

See GEORGE HUNTER...pg. 2B

Right: A Slovenian postage 
stamp celebrates the country’s 
heritage of potica.
submitted



the beer was brewed and an 
immense concrete building 
where it was stored. The 
concrete building, which 
still stands and is now for 
sale, was made with two 
outer concrete walls with 
space in between. During 
the winter workers would 
cut ice off the lake and 
use horses to transfer and 
hoist it up the three-story 
building, allowing the beer 
to stay cool throughout the 
summer, said Hanson.

Fast forward nearly 
a century, and George 
Hunter Stout has proven a 
very popular brew through-
out Castle Danger’s distri-
bution area in Minnesota. 
The stout was previously 
only available during the 
winter months but has been 
upgraded to a year-round 
beer just this year. The 
beer is also available as a 

foamy nitro beer. George 
Hunter Stout is described 
as “An American Stout 
with flavors and aromas of 
molasses, licorice, maple, 
coffee, chocolate, and 
cream. It is a big, roasty, 

full-bodied brew that will 
stand up to Minnesota 
winters.” 

George Hunter Stout 
can be found locally in 
Tower at Fortune Bay, and 
the Ledge Liquor Store; in 

Ely at Insula, Rockwood 
Bar and Grill, Mike’s 
Liquor, and Lakeshore 
Liquor; and in Babbitt at 
Junction Bar and Grill, 
according to the Castle 
Danger website. 
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Council gives initial green light for ambulance upgrade
Could cost as much as $75,000, but city will look for funding help

POTICA...Continued from page 1B

CITY OF TOWER

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

GEORGE HUNTER...Continued from page 1B

Left: George Hunter (on right) and a fellow 
worker at the former Iron Range Brewing 
Company in Tower. 

Above: The former brewery seen from the 
outside. The wooden structure is gone, but 
the heavy concrete cooling house remains 
today and was the home of the Iron Ore Bar 
for many years. 

photos courtesy Tower-Soudan Historical Society

would be darker,” she said. 
“Drop in the eggs one at a time 
and stir in each one. Don’t have 
it too hot or the else the eggs 
will start to cook too fast. Add a 
generous cup of whipping cream. 
Potica can’t be too rich.”

Icenhour has a half-dozen 
aluminum loaf pans, nearly 
impossible to obtain anymore, 
that she uses solely for her potica.

“Back in the 1970s, there 
was a hardware store next to 
Kerntz’s (appliance store) run 
by a family of Slovenes, the 
Banovetzes and they got a bunch 
of the pans in,” she said. “This 
news went through the Slovenian 
ladies in town like lightning, and 
my mother got six. I still use her 
original pans. They never see a 
dishwasher. I treat them with 
care. Martha Banovetz, Frank’s 
wife, never got any of those pans. 
I heard that from her daughter, 
Marcia, who was in my high 
school class here in Ely.”

Icenhour said that she scours 
e-bay and buys them whenever 
they are available. “They are an 
odd size, but just perfect for a 
loaf of potica,” she said. 

 “Most Slovenian women 
use a type of double-woven 
tablecloth that is hard to come 
by,” she said. “I have a 100-
percent cotton sheet that is only 
used for my walnut potica. I wash 
it separately and line dry it. This 

is important for cleanliness.”
One of the mysteries of 

potica: “We were fussy about 
how much flour we added to 
the dough, but now you want to 
liberally put flour on the cloth 
and you want the flour to sink 
into the cloth,” she said.

Mary uses her grandmother’s 
square table, resurrected out of 
the bunkhouse at the cabin. “I 
like it because it is sturdy and 

flat and has no leaves and is 60 
inches long which is perfect for 
five loaves of potica,” she said. 

This week Icenhour is 
getting quite a workout with 
her rolling pin. “You just have 
to keep rolling. Lean into it. 
Hear that air come out? It’s the 
carbon dioxide from the yeast. 
My mother’s recipe calls for a 
rolling pin but there is a point 
where I give it a little help with 

my hands,” she said.
She prodded the dough to 

the edges of the table, pulling it, 
lifting it, and adding flour to keep 
it from sticking.  “Don’t worry 
about the holes in the dough,” 
she said. “One thing about ethnic 
food is there is a lot of range for 
error. Just make sure it doesn’t  
stick to the cloth.”

The paste-like walnut filling 
was added and spread from 
edge to edge. “It is surprising 
how resilient the dough is to the 
scraping and spreading of the 
filling,” she said.

Icenhour started on one edge 
and began to roll the dough. 
“Now this is were the potica cloth 

really she shines,” she said as she 
picked up the side of the cloth and 
allowed gravity to roll the dough 
onto itself in quick fashion. And 
just like that, the potica was 
rolled and ready to rest for 15 
minutes before going into the 
well-buttered baking pans and 
into the oven for an hour. 

A handwritten hint at the 
bottom of the recipe says, 
“Before freezing, when potica 
is well wrapped, let it stand at 
room temperature for two days 
to allow flavor to go through.”

What’s in a name?
Potica (poh-TEET-sah), also known as povitica (poh-vee-

TEET-sah), is a yeast-raised dough rolled around a variety of 
fillings - sweet or savory. Its name derives from the Slovenian 
word poviti, which means, “to wrap in.” Every family has its 
favorite recipe and a walnut potica, the most popular kind, can 
vary from one household to the next. This traditional nut bread 
or nut roll is served at Easter and Christmas, even weddings, in 
Slovenia where it has both a cultural and religious significance 
and is still very popular in some parts of the United States. 

Nut rolls are known also by many specific regional names, 
including: gubana, guban’ca, or potica in Slovene; orechovník 
in Slovak; makowiec in Polish; povitica, gibanica, orahnjača/
orehnjača in Croatian and Serbian (walnut variant), makovnjača 
for variant with poppy seed, in Croatia can also be made with 
carob; kalács and bejgli in Hungarian; and pastiç (pastiche) 
or nokul in Turkish.  

TOWER— In a short second 
meeting of the month, the city 
council here, minus Brad Matich, 
authorized Ambulance Director 
Steve Altenburg to seek possible 
sources of funding to help the 
city pay for the upgrade of a third 
ambulance. 

The city currently operates 
two ambulances, but Altenburg 
said a third vehicle is needed to 
respond to an increasing number 
of calls and transfers as well as 
backup when other ambulances 
are out of commission. 

The city has had a third 
ambulance for some time, but 
the cost of equipping the vehicle 

would be significant. Altenburg 
showed the council four pieces of 
equipment that he recommended 
purchasing for the ambulance, 
including two heart devices, a 
specialized gurney, and a power 
“stair-chair” to assist respond-
ers when they have to move 
patients down stairs. Total price 
tag for the equipment is about 
$72,500. “Call it $75,000,” said 
Altenburg.

Given the high cost, 
Altenburg said he would check 
to see if there might be funding 
sources that could help pay for 
some of it. “We’ll know in short 
order if we’ll get any funding,” 

he said.
In other business, the 

council: 
  Approved loan docu-

ments for the Lamppa building 
project. The IRRRB is providing 
a $1.85 million non-recourse 
loan to the city to pay for con-
struction of a 9,000-square foot 
industrial building to house 
Lamppa Manufacturing and pos-
sibly a second business. The city 
council is expected to approve 
the construction bid from Lenci 
at their July 9 meeting, with con-
struction set to begin sometime 
after that. 

  Approved a motion 

accepting an IRRRB grant for 
$268,000 for ongoing work on 
the Lake Vermilion Cultural 
Center. The center’s board had 
applied for the funding, which 
is designated for foundational 
and roof work. In related action, 
the council approved a $2,800 
professional services contract 
with Architectural Resources to 
handle the bidding process for 
the cultural center. 

  Approved a request 
from Connie Opdycke of the 
Doghouse Grill in Babbitt to 
operate a food truck at the 
Hoodoo Point Campground. 

 Approved a request from 

Randy Semo, of Good Ol’ Days, 
to close a portion of Poplar Street 
beginning July 3 through 2 p.m. 
on July 5 to allow for 4th of July-
related music and celebration.

The closure would also limit 
access on South Second Street, 
east of Spruce Street, to local 
traffic only.

 Approved a temporary 
liquor license to the Tower 
Firemen’s Relief Association for 
the 4th of July beer tent. 

 Approved a cabin lease 
transfer at 5757 Hoodoo Point 
Road to new owners Larry 
Krogstad and Susie Peterson.
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Icenhour begins to roll her potica by lifting the underlying 
cotton sheet. 
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VERMILION
POW WOW 

CULTURE & TRADITION

Left: The 
grand entry 
at the 
Vermilion
Traditional 
Pow Wow 
last 
Saturday. 

Right: 
Aniyah Two 
Crow gets 
help with 
her hair 
from her 
mother 
Meredith.
photos by 
J. Summit

Above: Don Chosa dances to the drummers as part of the 
grand entry. 

Left: Arlene King gets help with her regalia.

Above: A dancer strikes a proud pose.

Below: Hazel Morrison and Elius Strong 
get ready for the grand entry.

Above: Ozaawaa Morris, from Red Cliff, has 
a big smile for his uncle Terry Goodsky, who 
was the MC for the event. The Vermilion 
Traditional Pow Wow always brings together 
family from across the region. 

2018 BOAT DECONTAMINATION STATION LOCATIONS/TIMES
Ely Area: Van Vac Road Public Landing: Daily, 8 AM-6 PM 

Sandy Point Public Landing: Fri-Sun, 8 AM-6 PM
Lake Vermilion Tower: Y-Store: Thurs-Sun, 8 AM-6PM

Lake Vermilion Cook: Country Store: Thurs-Sun, 8 AM-6 PM
Gilbert/Eveleth Area: Lake Ore-Be-Gone: Fri-Sun, 10 AM-6 PM



ELY – The planning 
and prioritizing process 
for long-range facilities 
improvements continues 
for the Ely School District. 
A project ranking by 
the facilities committee 
was studied by School 
Board members Monday 
night. Connecting the 
three buildings on the ISD 
696 campus appears to be 
rising to the top of the list.

The facilities com-
mittee, made up of about 
20 community members, 

school staff, administra-
tion and School Board 
members met Monday. 
“There were lots of com-
ments prior to the ranking 
of priorities about what 
was wanted or not wanted, 
and to assume that the 
group came to a com-
plete consensus on one 
or two things or three 
would not have been a 
realistic expectation,” said 
Superintendent Kevin 
Abrahamson.

A spreadsheet of facil-
ity needs indicated high 
rankings by a majority 
of committee members 

to connect the buildings 
somehow (above or below 
ground), and add addi-
tional gymnasium space, 
either with an addition to 
the existing small gym-
nasium over the former 
swimming pool, or with 
new construction.

Some of the anony-
mous rankings seemed to 
indicate that remodeling 
or building a new cafeteria 
is also an important factor 
to consider for long-range 
facilities planning.

“Everybody brings 
a different perspective 
to ranking,” Abrahmson 
said,  “and everyone filled 
it out differently. Either I 
didn’t tighten up the direc-
tions enough to get more 
uniformity or it was not 
specific enough for them 
to all follow through the 
same way.”

The ranking spread-
sheet, along with discus-
sions held over the past 
several months, and con-
sultations with an archi-
tectural firm fulfill the 
need for guidelines for 
the School Board to help 
aid their discussions in the 
coming months on how to 
move forward with a long-
range facilities plan.

Several facili t ies 
projects will be moving 
forward regardless of 
what the board decides 
on connecting the build-

ings and/or adding more 
gymnasium space. For 
instance, demolition of the 
former heating plant and 
improving the courtyard 
can be partially funded 
through the IRRRB, 
according to Abrahamson.  
Replacing windows on the 
Washington building and 
putting a new roof on the 
Memorial building are also 
in the works.

N o n - r e f e r e n d u m 
abatement bonds are 
available to repave the 
parking lots and improve 
the parent-drop-off access. 
Electrical and mechanical 
upgrades and school safety 
upgrades can also be com-
pleted sooner rather than 
later, he said. “The parking 
lot work could be done as 
early as next spring.”

School Board member 
Heidi Mann said she would 
like to see the board move 
forward “to get off the 
fence, not faster than is 
prudent, but not just hold 
up because we don’t want 
to make a decision.” She 
added, “We have lots 
of indications from the 
community and the (facil-
ities) committee of their 
over-arching desires.”

Board Chair Ray 
Marsnik noted the impor-

tance of doing it right, and 
not quickly. “There is a 
lot of homework yet to be 
done before we can make 
any decisions,” he said. 
“Any decisions will come 
from this board.”

Board member Scott 
Kellerman said he would 
like to see the board come 
up with a couple of facil-
ities plan configurations 
and price them out. “I don’t 
want to say no until I see 
what the cost is for the 
different plans,” he said.

Abrahamson said an 
important step yet to make 
is to determine how much 
the public will bear in 
terms of paying for the 
facility improvements. 
“An accounting firm can 
tell you the costs for 
bonding and for how long 
you would have to bond. 
We can talk about that 
next month or in the next 
several months,” he said. 
He said one consideration 
is to transition from the 
existing bond payoff to 
another bond with no effect 
on the levy.

“To me the key is the 
money and what the com-
munity is going to buy,” 
Marsnik said. “We will 
probably have to go with 
some kind of referendum. I 

don’t see how we’re going 
to do it with our current 
(budget).”

S c h o o l  B o a r d 
members will have a more 
comprehensive discussion 
on the issue at their July 23 
study session.

In the study session 
business, board members 
discussed the results of 
their Minnesota School 
B o a r d  A s s o c i a t i o n 
self-evaluation, prepared 
for the superintendent’s 
evaluation next month, 
and reviewed the new 
elementary language arts 
curriculum.
Other business

In a brief special 
meeting, the board:

Approved the ele-
mentary language arts 
purchase for $77,710 for 
phase I;

Accepted the resig-
nation of Daniel A. Bettis 
as a paraprofessional;

Hired Paul Peterson 
for the full-time physical 
education teacher and for 
the assistant varsity foot-
ball coach position for the 
2018-2019 school year;

Approved the quote 
from Starkman Oil to 
replace the propane tank 
vaporizer equipment for 
$29,905.

ELY – City Council 
members her, on Tuesday, 
began to study the process of 
developing mission, values and 
vision statements for the city 
of Ely. Two council members 
were absent from the meeting, 
and three council members were 
not fully prepared to offer their 
own versions.

“My understanding on how 
we proceed is first we have a 
vision, then create a mission on 
how we are going to accomplish 
that vision, and then apply some 
value to it,” said Mayor Chuck 
Novak.

Ely resident John Esse, who 
prompted city leaders to develop 
the words to live by, said he 
believes a city’s vision statement 
should be brief enough to fit on a 
coffee cup. He suggested,” Let’s 
Make Ely Great Again.” 

Council member Al Forsman 
said a mission statement should 
be easy to recite and to keep in the 
forefront as the council conducts 
business for the city: “The city 
of Ely provides the municipal 
infrastructure, services and pro-

grams essential to the desirable 
community in which we live, 
work and play.”

He said he strived to keep 
the statement simple. “This 
describes what we are actually 
here for,” Forsman said.

“The mission of the city of 
Ely is to provide a safe, clean and 
strong community to enhance 
our schools, businesses and our 
neighborhoods,” was the mission 
statement offered by council 
member Jerome Debeltz.

Heidi Omerza said she 
wanted to “take a pass” and 
add input to what other council 
members offer.

Ryan Callen suggested a 
mission statement should talk 
about prosperity and economic 
development. “We have a job 
as council members to provide 
services at the lowest cost to 
taxpayers and spend their (tax) 
money wisely,” he said.

Paul Kess and Dan Forsman 
did not attend the study session.

Novak offered this mission 
statement, “Govern and manage 
the city to ensure that all nec-
essary services are provided 
in a timely and proper fashion. 

Control expenditures to keep 
local property taxes as low as 
possible. Provide sources of 
information to the citizens and 
businesses of Ely in a manner 
that lets them know what is going 
on in their city. It is important to 
also develop a plan for a strong 
economic development initiative 
to implement the vision.”

Two written vision state-
ments were offered by Novak 
and Forsman for consideration.

Novaks’s vision statement: 
“The city of Ely will grow to a 
population slightly above 5,000 
by the year 2033. Additional 
industrial, service and high-
tech businesses will provide 
employment with good-paying, 
family-sustaining wages that 
will support a family of four 
and provide a level of dispos-
able income that will permit 
the purchase of snowmobiles, 
all-terrain vehicles and bicycles 
for recreation and allow the 
family to enjoy an internet-ready 
home theater system while 
sitting on the couch and enjoy-
ing a cocktail of their choice. 
These jobs and residents will 
help keep our restaurants open 

year round, increase student 
population in our school and 
college, increase patronage to 
our local hospital and clinic 
while providing the goods and 
services others throughout the 
country may desire.”

Forsman used the vision 
statement from the city’s 
Comprehensive Plan that was 
adopted three years ago: “The 
city of Ely provides unique 
opportunities for recreation, 
culture and work not often seen 
in a city of its size. Ely continues 
to offer an excellent quality of 
life to residents of the region. We 
strive to maintain our outstand-
ing educational opportunities, a 
full range of medical services, 
exceptional outdoor experienc-
es, and an unequaled sense of 
community spirit. Ely provides 
a safe and friendly atmosphere, 
in affordable neighborhoods 
that complement their natural 
surroundings. Ely supports 
businesses, industry institutions 
and entrepreneurship - providing 
long-term, quality employment 
and economic viability.”

As for values statements, 
Novak offered a list of things to 

do and don’t do:
Debate the issue;
Offer solutions, just don’t 

offer reasons why we can’t;
Do it right the first time 

because doing something just 
good enough isn’t good enough 
anymore;

Don’t do something just 
because that’s the way it has 
always been;

Do not restart city busi-
ness after an election and lose 
the momentum that is positively 
advancing the city in a better 
overall condition.

Forsman’s value statement: 
“The city of Ely is committed to 
be a community that welcomes 
and values diversity. We will 
work to be a place where all 
people, citizens and visitors 
alike, will feel safe and confident 
that the city of Ely respects the 
rights and dignity of all people.”

Other council members will 
be asked to offer suggestions for 
the mission, vision and values 
statements for the city and the 
discussion will continue, accord-
ing to Novak.
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.45 gr/hr. emissions
99.4% comb. eff.
99% smokeless burns

Lamppa Mfg., Inc. 
1-800-358-2049

email: lampmfg@gmail.com • www.lamppakuuma.com

The World’s #1 Hot Air Woodburning Furnace!

• Save Wood
• Save Money ($)
• Enjoy Burning Wood Safely
• Protect Your Home & Family
• Enhance Our Environment
• 8-12 Hours Useful Heat Per Load

Fantastic Wood & Electric
Sauna Stoves!

TAX CREDIT
ELIGIBLE!

Tested by EPA Certified
Lab-Intertek Testing

(Madison, WI)

Vapor-Fire
TM

Wood Gasification by

WORDS TO LIVE BY

Council seeks to put city’s mission into words
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY SCHOOLS

Connecting Ely school buildings at top of the priority list
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Ely Nordic Ski Team 
6th -12th grade

Peach Sale 

$36 Per box (18-20 pounds) 
Approximately 30-35 sweet, mouth watering, Colorado peaches 

Order by Saturday, July 7th 
Two ways to order: 

On-line:  elynordicpeaches.blogspot.com  
(or use google search) 

No internet? Call or text: 218-208-4572  

The proceeds of your peach order help pay for equipment, travel expenses, and fees. The success of this team is in part 
due to the financial support of people like you! Thanks in advance for your contribution!

Pick-up will be approximately the last week in JULY at the Ely 
Ice Arena! Check the blog spot and your email for updates on 

exact delivery date. 
Find us on Facebook: @ELYNORDICPEACHES

Call 365-6461 • www.wicola.org • wicolaely@gmail.com
P.O. Box 493, Ely, MN 55731

•  Meeting neighbors and accessing
     resources that can positively affect
     “life at the lake”?

•  Invasive species identification
     and prevention?

•  Shoreline management and
     prevention of hazardous runoff?

• Water quality and clarity?

Attention Property Owners and Recreational Users 
of BIRCH LAKE

• WICOLA is Seeking New Members •

Are you interested in:

Visit WICOLA.org where 
you can learn about our 
organization (The White 

Iron Chain of Lakes 
Association) and the 

collaborative 
activities we participate in 

to insure that our water 
quality remains high. 

These issues affect all of 
us. Click on the member-

ship tab to become 
a member and help to 

support our efforts.
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VERMILION RESERVATION

TOWER- Senior Bingo will be held in Tower 
on Monday, July 9 at the Tower Civic Center from 
11:45 a.m. – 3 p.m.  There is a $10 charge for the 
bingo party, which includes lunch. All ages are 
welcome to attend this community event. Lunch 
is served starting at 11:45 a.m., and bingo begins 
at 12:45 p.m. Senior Bingo is organized by the 
Friends of the Vermilion Country Charter School.  
Questions, call Jodi Summit at 218-753-2950.

Upcoming dates for 2018:
Monday, August 6
Monday, Sept. 10 (second Monday)
Monday, October 1
Monday, November 5
Monday, December 3

TOWER BINGO
Monday, July 9

Pizzas, Pasta
& More!

Homemade on site

Dine-in and Take-out Available!
OPEN DAILY 11 AM - 9 PM

(No delivery until the fall)
365-3688  •  520 E. Sheridan St., Ely 

Delivery begins September 17

Serving  Breakfast  Lunch  Dinner
Open Daily 6:30 AM to 9:30 PM

7632 County Road 424
Crane Lake, MN 55725
800-433-0743

www.nelsonsresort.com

Steve Johnson
on the piano

Smorgasbord
Starts June 28

until August 16
5:30 & 7:30 Seatings

John Seny-new head chef
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

Live music at Gethsemane Lutheran on 
Sunday, July 15

VIRGINIA- Two of the area’s most talented 
musicians, violinist Sara Pajunen and guitarist Sam 
Miltich, are combining their wonderful talents in a 
concert on Sunday, July 15 at 2 p.m. at Gethsemane 
Lutheran Church, 901 4th St. S in Virginia.  

Miltich, a self-taught jazz guitarist, 
was born and raised in the woods of Minnesota.  
He burst onto the music scene in his teens and 
has now appeared in venues from small Range 
towns to Lincoln Center in New York City. He 
fronts the band “Clearwater Hot Club” and records 
and tours extensively.

Pajunen was born on the Iron Range, where she 
was steeped in Finnish folk music. She has received 
degrees in classical violin performance from the 
University of Minnesota and Helsinki, Finland. She 
is committed to exploring how our pasts meld with 
the present. She tours North America and Europe, 
sharing her heritage of music in progressive yet rev-
erent ways.

The Internet has much more information on 
the awards and achievements of these performers.  
Everyone is invited to what will be an amazing 
collaboration of beautiful music. The event is spon-
sored by the Finnish Americans and Friends of 
Hibbing. There is no admission charge, but a free 
will donation of $10 will go toward expenses.  A 
coffee and ice cream social will follow the perfor-
mance.

Star Spangled Art Show/Sale in Ely 
begins with preview event on July 7

ELY- The Grand Opening Preview of over 30 
artists is set for Saturday, July 7 from 7 - 9 p.m. at 
the Miners Dry House, Ely Arts & Heritage Center, 
105 Miners Lake Landing Rd.

Join us to view our artists’ favorite works and 
celebrate our 13th year with hors d’oeuvres and bev-
erages. Tickets are $20, buy one get one free, and 
are available at the door and at Peshel Accounting, 
1704 Camp St. in Ely.

Old Settlers Reunion and Picnic set 
for Saturday, July 21

BREITUNG TWP- The Annual Old Settlers 
Reunion and Picnic will be held on Saturday, 
July 21 starting at 12 noon at McKinley Park 
Campground. Old Settlers is open to anyone born 
or living on the Vermilion Iron Range (Tower and 
Ely). Dues are $6 if paid prior to June 30, and then 
$8 otherwise. The Old Settlers Picnic features a 
booyah dinner, entertainment, and door prizes.

The Old Settlers Committee appreciates receiv-
ing dues in advance to help with planning. Checks 
should be made out to Old Settlers and mailed to 
Old Settlers, PO Box 724, Tower, MN 55790.

 Member FDIC

Customer 
Appreciation 

Days!
THURSDAY, JUNE 28 
& FRIDAY, JUNE 29

Please come and enjoy 
cookies, coffee, and 
lemonade so we can 
say “Thank you!”

Real people.
Real results.

CA061918

415 Main Street
Tower, MN 55790
218.753.6100

frandsenbank.com

Minnesota remembers Vietnam

• Affordable rates
• Meeting/party rooms

• Near 2 state parks, trails and more!

Call 218-753-2333
vermilionparkinn.com

Conveniently located near Lake Vermilion

Bed & Breakfast 
Retreat & Conference Center

30 Center Street • Soudan

We’ll Take Good Care
of Your Overflow 

Guests!

Come and see the flowers
and stay a night or two!

REGIONAL- United Way 
of  Nor theas tern  Minnesota 
(UWNEMN) is $15,000 closer to 
their Building Renovation Campaign 
goal thanks to a generous donation 
from Twin Metals Minnesota. The 
gift was presented by Twin Metals 
CEO, Robert Mayne Nichols and 
Director of Operations and Safety, 
Dean DeBeltz.  The donation will 
go toward the necessary renova-
tions in UWNEMN’s new office 
and program space.  “We are so 
grateful to Twin Metals for this 
gift.  When Dean and Robert came 
to visit our building prior to our 
official move, I just knew they saw 
the future vision for the building,” 
said Shelley Valentini, UWNEMN 
Executive Director.  “The building 
will serve as the cornerstone of our 
work and will dramatically improve 
our effectiveness and efficiency.”  

Twin Metals’ donation, along 
with all others at the $1,000 or more 
level, will be permanently recog-
nized on a wall in the entrance of 
the building.  “We are thrilled to be 
a part of creating a lasting legacy 
on the Iron Range by supporting 
UWNEMN’s new building.  Twin 
Metals Minnesota sees UWNEMN 
as an important partner to ensure 
Twin Metals Minnesota’s current 
and future contributions benefit the 
entire region.  As a member of the 
Board of Directors, I see firsthand 

the important work that this orga-
nization does in our communities,” 
said Dean DeBeltz.  “Our company 
has sent many volunteers to help 
pack Buddy Backpacks.  We are all 
excited to pack the meal kits in the 
new building this fall.”  

UWNEMN moved into the 
building on June 19.  However, the 
renovation campaign is still continu-

ing. The organization needs to raise 
an additional $180,000.  If you are 
interested in making a contribution 
to support UWNEMN’s renovation 
campaign, please contact Shelley 
Valentini at 218-254-3329 or visit 
www.unitedwaynemn.org. 

Program at Vermilion 
Wellness Center on 
Saturday, July 7

TOWER- The public is 
invited to join the St. Louis 
County Historical Society 
for an evening of discus-
sion on the Vietnam War. 
There will be a short clip of 
the PBS documentary “The 
Vietnam War” by Ken Burns 
and Lynn Novick, and a 
meal and conversation. This 
event is Saturday, July 7 from 
1 – 3 p.m. at the Bois Forte 
Vermilion Wellness Center, 
1615 Farm Rd. S in Tower. 

Twin Metals contributes to UWNEMN’s building renovation

Shelley Valentini accepting the Twin Metals contribution from 
Dean DeBeltz. submitted photo

Hoover Rd, Virginia 
741-7393

1613 E. Camp St., Ely
365-8888

24 Hour
Emergency

Service
• Toll Free •

1-800-862-8628

Call Us For All Your 
LP Gas Needs!

• Crane Lake •
Come Celebrate with Us!

The Place to be the Weekend of
 JULY 12 - JULY 15

Thursday:  Art Show and
Smorgasbord

(reservations 993-2295)at Nelson’s;
Bar Bingo at Voyagaire;

Bling at Scotts and the Trading Post 
Poker Run begins.

Friday:  Portage, Paddle, Swim Team Event,
Arrowhead Adventure, Painting Class

Saturday:  Free Kids’ Activities, Canoe Rides
Friday & Saturday: Live Music
in the evening at Nelson’s and Voyagaire.

Saturday’s big event
   Fry for ALL
   Travel by ATV or CAR 
to an old fashioned fish fry
      at Vermilion Falls.  

Visitcranelake.com
for information

on events
Sunday:  Morning Chapel Service,

Afternoon Ice Cream Social at
Handberg’s Marina.

$15 per person

Subscribe
(218) 753-2950

timberjay.com



Mary A. Mitchell 
Mary Alice Kurtz 

Mitchell, 93, a member of 
the Greatest Generation, 
lived a full and rich life 
which began in Des 
Moines, Iowa, on May 
21, 1925, and ended on 
June 23, 2018, the 69th 
anniversary of her mar-
riage to James E. Mitchell 
Jr. Completing her life’s 
circle, Mary Alice will 
return to Des Moines. The 
Rosary will be shared at 
7 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 
31 in The Chapel at St. 
Augustin. A Memorial 
Mass will be celebrated 
at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
Sept. 1 in St. Augustin 
Church.

As the first grand-
daughter born, Mary 
Alice was named after 
both her grandmothers, 
Mary Ellen Flynn Miley 
and Alice McDonnell 
Kurtz. Growing up in Des 
Moines, she attended St. 
Augustin School and St. 
Joseph Academy, where 
she was President of her 
Senior Class of 1943. She 

received a BA in English 
from St. Mary’s of Notre 
Dame in Indiana. Mary 
Alice married Jim “Mitch” 
Mitchell, her friend since 
second grade, on June 
23, 1949. They had five 
children, Miley Fleming 
Mayne (Mark), Kathleen 
Hunt Meucci (Jim), Julie 
Mitchell Baxley (Rusty), 
James E. Mitchell III 
(Elizabeth) and John Kurtz 
Mitchell Sr. (Stephanie).

In addition to Des 
Moines, Mary Alice and 
Mitch called many places 
home: Iowa City, Iowa; 
Lake Vermilion, Minn.; 
Birmingham, Mich. ; 
Atlanta, Ga.; Memphis, 
Tenn.; Marco Island, 
Fla. ;  Lake Okoboji , 
Iowa; Denver, Colo.; 
and Lookout Mountain, 
Ga. Community involve-
ment was important to 
Mary Alice. She served 
as President of the Des 
Moines Junior League, 
was elected to the National 
Board, and was an active 
League member as she 
moved around the country. 
The Catholic Church was 
always dear to Mary Alice; 

she served on various 
active guilds and commit-
tees in the many parishes 
in which she lived.

Mary Alice is sur-
vived by her five children 
and their families of 14 
grandchildren and 14 
great-grandchildren.

She was predeceased 
by her parents, L. Clarence 
Kurtz and Helen Miley 
Kurtz; five siblings, Louis 
Kurtz, Robert Kurtz, Helen 
Clare Sillstrop, Nancy 
Arkwright and John Kurtz; 
and her husband, James E. 
Mitchell Jr.  in 2009.

Nancy Kelley 
Nancy “Sue” Wiler 

Kelley, 77, of Babbitt, 
passed away at her resi-
dence on Thursday, June 
21, 2018. Graveside ser-
vices will be held at 1 
p.m. on Thursday, June 
28 at Argo Cemetery in 
Babbitt with Rev. Donald 
Schmiege officiating. 
Arrangements are with 
Landmark Funeral Home 
of Virginia. 

She is survived by her 
daughter, Jackie Kelley of 
Hastings; grandchildren, 

Anna and Sam Kelley of 
Duluth; sister, Cindy (Bill) 
Holm of Grand Rapids; 
brothers, Earl Lamke of 
Buhl and Dennis Wiler 
of Forest Lake; numer-
ous nieces and nephews; 
neighbors and family 
friends, Rachel and Ben 
Thomatz.

Mary M. Mavetz
Mary Margaret Junke 

Mavetz, 92, of Ely, passed 
away on Tuesday, March 6, 
2018, at Carefree Assisted 
Living in Ely. A Memorial 
Mass will be held at 2 
p.m. on Thursday, July 5 
at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church in Ely with visita-
tion being held one hour 
prior to the service at the 
church. Family arrange-
ments are entrusted to 
Kerntz Funeral Home of 
Ely. 

She is survived by 
her sister, Jean (Gary) 
Johnson; her beloved 
children, Beckie (Whitney 
Meddaugh) Lobe, Mary 
Jo (Ric) Toman, Darlene 
(Brian) LaFrenier and Al 
Mavetz; 12 grandchildren; 
and 16 great-grandchil-
dren.

Jerry D. Thoren
Jerry Dean Thoren, 

73, of Ely, passed away 
at home on Saturday, June 
23, 2018. Funeral services 
will be held at 11 a.m. 
on Saturday, June 30 at 
First Lutheran Church in 
Ely with visitation being 
held one hour prior to 
the service at the church. 
Family arrangements 
are entrusted to Kerntz 
Funeral Home of Ely.
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Obituaries and Death Notices

Thank You
Thank you to everyone who helped make this 

year’s Ely Winter Festival a success!
Be sure to visit our booth at the 

Blueberry/Arts Festival!

Accidental Ensemble
Adventure Inn
Alanna Dore
Alder Inn
Andy Messerschmidt
Art and Soul Gallery 
Autumn Cole
Barb Berglund and
    Emily Wahlberg
Barb Soderberg
Bear Island Land Co
Bear Island Surveying
Bill Brinda
Blacklist Brewery
Blue Earth Pottery
Boathouse Brew Pub
Boundary Waters Bank
Brandenburg Gallery
Budget Host - Motel Ely
Canoe Capital Realty
Carol Orban
Carolyn Kleunder
Castle Danger Brewery
Charles R Zeugner, CPA
Chris Chandler
Chris Ellerbroek
Chris Kloppenberg
City Auto Glass
City of Ely
Cliffs Natural Resources
Consie Powell
Crapola
Dahl’s Sunrise Dairy
Dairy Queen
David Stone
David Wigdahl
Dean Barrett
Don Sovil State Farm
Dorothy Sands
Dr Scott Anderson
Ely Area Credit Union
Ely Design Works
Ely Echo
Ely Family Dental
Ely Flower and Seed
Ely Folk School
Ely Marathon
Ely Northland Market
Ely Rotary Club
Ely Safe Ride

Ely Steakhouse
Ely Vet Clinic
Ely Vision Center
Ely-Bloomenson 
   Community Hospital
ElyMN.com
Espland’s Cabins
Essentia Health
Evergreen Construction
Evergreen Cottage
Fall Lake Township
Fativan Enterprises
Fortune Bay Resort Casino
Frandsen Bank & Trust
Frank Udovich, DDS
Front Porch Tea and Coffee
Frost River Trading
Gaters Grilled Cheese
   Emporium
Grand Ely Lodge
Hand-Done T-shirts
Hearthside Corner
Insula
International Wolf Center
Irene Hartfield
Jaymie Stocks
Jim Christenson
Julie Nester
Karen McManus
Keiko Williams
Kekekabic Studio
Kess Gallery
Kiwanis Club of Ely
Lake Country Power
Lakeshore Liquor
Linda Ganister
Lindsey Lang
Lisa Pekuri
Listening Point Foundation
Lynn Evenson
Merhar’s Ace Hardware
Mike’s Drive-In Liquor
Mike’s Liquor
MN Power
Nancy Powers
Nina Van Gelder
Northeast Title Co Inc
Northeastern Minnesotans 
   for Wilderness

Northern Grounds
Northern Tier Scout Base
   staff and students
Organic Roots
Paddle Inn
Pebble Spa Co
Pengal’s
Peta Barrett
Pharr Thrown Pottery
Piragis Northwoods Company
R & R Transfer
Raven Productions
Rebecca Lobe
Redfin
Rena Hartman
River Point Resort and
   Outfitting
Roy Misonznick
Sarah Guy-Levar
Shuana Vega
Sir G’s
Spectrum Health
Steger Mukluk
Steve Voiles
Studio-A Hair
Subway
Susan Duffy
Sysco Minnesota
Timberjay Newspaper
Tranquility Wellness
Twin Metals
VCC Admissions Office
VCC Law Enforcement
   students
Vets on the Lake
Voltz
Wade Pharr
Web Goddess
Wells Fargo Bank
WELY
Wildlife Liquor
Winter Fun 101
Wintergreen Dogsled Lodge
Wintergreen Northernwear
Winton Roadhouse
Wolvenwood Studio
Women’s Wilderness 
   Discovery
YMCA Camp Du Nord
Zup’s Market

Folks who came to our wine tasting and OktoberFest events, Folks who contributed by buying 
raffle tickets and auction items, Donors to our online fundraising campaigns, Families who house 

our carver teams, Organizations that put on events, Everyone who bought a pin

This activity is funded, in part, by the Ely Chamber of Commerce,
Donald G. Gardner Humanities Trust, and by the

Arrowhead Regional Arts Council thanks to the voters of Minnesota
and the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund.

Janet Gensler Memorial
ELY4 on the 4TH
Wednesday, July 4, 2018
Miner’s Lake 4 Mile Run & Walk

8 AM Run / 8:05 AM Walk
Parking and registration will occur in the parking lot at the 

corner of Central Avenue and Miners Drive in Ely. 
REGISTRATION: Online registration is available at: 

active.com, mail-in race fliers, OR day of race. 
Payment via cash or check only.

$20 thru June 12, $25 after June 12 or $30 day of race.

RACE INFORMATION
Age group awards for female and male runners

in the following categories:
 (12 and under, 13-15, 16-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49,

50-59, 60 and over)
Registration opens 6:40 a.m. and closes 7:40 a.m.

Food and drink provided after the race!
For more information, please contact 

Mary Schwinghamer 218-235-1285 or 
maryschwinghamer@gmail.com

Net profits from the race will go to the Ely Track Club. 
Many thanks to our sponsors: 
Don Sovil – State Farm Insurance, Insula Restaurant, 
Ely Northland Market, Lakeshore Liquor, Crapola, 
Make A Point Promotional Products, LLC, 
Northernair Lodge, Pebble Spa, The Ely Echo, 
The Ely Timberjay, Zup’s Food Market, Essentia Health,
Northern Grounds, Ely Design Works, VP’s Portable Toilets

.45 gr/hr. emissions
99.4% comb. eff.
99% smokeless burns

Lamppa Mfg., Inc. 
1-800-358-2049

email: lampmfg@gmail.com • www.lamppakuuma.com

The World’s #1 Hot Air Woodburning Furnace!

• Save Wood
• Save Money ($)
• Enjoy Burning Wood Safely
• Protect Your Home & Family
• Enhance Our Environment
• 8-12 Hours Useful Heat Per Load

Fantastic Wood & Electric
Sauna Stoves!

TAX CREDIT
ELIGIBLE!

Tested by EPA Certified
Lab-Intertek Testing

(Madison, WI)

Vapor-Fire
TM

Wood Gasification by

PRAIRIE FIRE CHILDREN’S THEATRE

and

NORTHERN LAKES ARTS ASSOCIATION

(NLAA)

PRESENT

  

Script by Bob Grabs 
Original Music by Angela Rinaldi Grabs 

At: Vermilion Community College (VCC) Fine Arts Theater

Date: Saturday, July 7, 2018; Times: 2pm & 5pm

Ticket Prices: $10 adults, $5 students; Children 5 & under Free

For More Information: (218) 365-5070

Get
Informed!

Get the
Timberjay!



R E G I O N A L — S t . 
Louis County Schools 
Superintendent Reggie 
Engebritson told board 
members Monday that 
she has been meeting with 
mental health task force offi-
cials from St. Louis County 
Social Services and Range 
Mental Health, as well as 
County Commissioner 
Mike Jugovich, to explore 
a potential mental health 
facility at the old Buhl 
Academy in Mt. Iron.

“ T h e  c o u n t y ’ s 
concern,” she said, “is 
dollars and the ability to 
get the program up and 
running.”  Engebritson said 
she felt frustrated, given the 
great need and the available 
space at the former school.  
Troy Swanson expressed 
his support saying the 
state should make money 
available for the facility.  
Engebritson listed a number 
of reasons beyond just the 
need for a regional mental 
health facility, including 
the money already invest-
ed in the building through 
the IRRRB, as well as job 
creation.  

Engebr i t son a lso 
reported meeting with 
Tony Buccanero and said 
he has been talking with 

Kraus Anderson and ARI 
and they are forming a 
committee to look at the 
building construction con-
cerns at South Ridge and 
North Woods. Earlier this 
month, Buccanero revealed 
a laundry list of major con-
cerns during a board study 
session. Both the South 
Ridge and North Woods 
schools have problems 
with sinking floors, which 
are distorting interior walls 
and doorways. 

In other reports, dis-
trict business manager Kim 
Johnson walked the school 
board through the 2017-18 
budget and the itemized 
the 2018-19 budget for the 
board to approve.  She said 
enrollment has stabilized 
and as “enrollment drives 
the budget,” Johnson said 
last year the district realized 
an increase of $449,690 
in general education aid 
because of better-than-pro-
jected student enrollment.

Johnson now projects 
the district will end the 
2017-18 school year with 
an unreserved fund balance 
essentially unchanged, at 
$4.26 million. Her pro-
posed 2018-19 budget 
projects those reserves to 
dip to $3.4 million one year 
from now. But Johnson 
typically uses conservative 
enrollment projections, so 

the final deficit is usually 
less than projected.

Johnson projec ts 
overall expenditures of 
$38.5 million for the 
coming year, a $2.11 
million decrease over last 
year. Last year’s higher 
spending was driven by 
the cost of the steam-
to-hot water conversion 
project at Northeast Range.  
The bulk of the project-
ed expenditures for next 
year’s budget lie in salary 
and benefits amounting to 
$24.52 million, refelecting 
a $531,357 increase over 
last year.  The number is 
also reflective of an expect-
ed five-percent increase in 
the district’s health care 
costs.   

Johnson’s report also 
shows the district received 
a belated $2 million from 
the IRRRB for 2017 and 
another $2 million for 2018, 
and will receive another 
$2 million for fiscal year 
2019. Those revenues are 
supposed to be earmarked 
for buying down a portion 
of the district’s bonded debt 
stemming from the 2009 
bond referendum.

In other business, the 

board:
 Approved opening 

school board candidate 
filings from July 31 to 
Aug. 14.

  Hired the follow-
ing support staff: Megan 
Bird;  Hire/rehire coaching 
staff: Jason Marsh, Jordan 
Christ ianson,  Gerald 
Barry, Chris Carpenter, 
LeAnn Adkisson, Angel 
Dahl, Tracy Sauter, John 
Jirik, Jeff Chaulklin, Joel 
Anderson, Dave Shuster, 
Jeffrey Chaulkilin, Will 
Kleppe, Gabby Sundquist, 
Dee Ann Sandberg, Julie 
Holien, Dan Squires, 
Jodi Reichensperger, 
Misti Roseth, Julianna 
Gerlovich, Ellen Pierce, 
Nissa Koivisto, Jason Limp, 
Cara Jean Baker, Brent 
Johnson, Adam Janke, 
Dan Nelson, Brad Olesiak, 
Mikayla Olesiak, Bridget 
Paulson, Jeremy Polson, 
Alissa Boyhtari, David 
Hardy, Trevor Bernsdorf, 
Michael Summers.

  Accepted the resig-
nations of Twyla Race, Jay 
Parenteau, Dina Kochevar, 
and Abby Ferrazzi.
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COUNTY SCHOOLS

Discussions underway on possibility of 
new mental health facility for youth

NORTHERN COMMUNITY RADIO

NOW BROADCASTING IN ELY
103.9 FM

KAXE 91.7 FM Grand Rapids
89.9 FM Brainerd

KBXE 90.5 FM Bagley/Bemidji

Independent, nonprofit community radio 
serving Northern Minnesota.

Tip-Top 
Chimney ServiCe

218-290-6806
CHIMNEY LLC

Insured

Enjoy the 4th of July
with family and friends.

Have your fireplace or stove
cleaned and inspected annually.

HAPPY
4th of JULY

from Tip Top Chimney LLC

TUESDAY NITE LIVE 
JULY 3

         Sponsored by the Ely Chamber of Commerce  •  www.ely.org

10 AM-5 PM ...The Art Corner: Ely Watercolor Club Show preview
1-3 PM ..........The Art Corner: Meet the Ely Watercolor Club artists 
2-3:30pm ......Dorothy Molter Museum: Camp
......................KWITCHURBELIAKIN Outdoors
......................Activities & Crafts for kids age 4-12
......................Theme is “Root Beer”
2-4 pm ..........Piragis Book Store: Book signing by author Mike Potts
2-5pm ...........Pioneer Mine/Ely Arts & Heritage:
......................Historic Ely Pioneer Mine Museum Open
5-7pm ...........Whiteside Park: Ely Farmers & Art Market
5-6pm ...........Ely Folk School: Canoe MuseumTour
6-9pm ...........Ely Folk School: Birch Bark Canoe Building (Come watch)
6-9pm ...........Rockwood: Music-Washboard Road 
5:30-6pm ......Mealey’s Tiki Deck: Music-Polka with Bernie Palcher
7-9pm ...........Mealey’s Tiki: Music-Blues w/Cerniak, Bulinski & Oikari

218.744.1478
101 Station 44 Rd, Eveleth 

WE CAN 
   HELP...

Give Us A Call Today

Got Water Damage?Got Water Damage?

218-741-8532 • Hrs: M-F 9-5:30, Sat 9-Noon • 8327 Unity Drive • Virginia, MN 55792

Classic 165 CS - $17,295
16 ft. Evinrude E60 HO Karavan Roller Trailer

2018 MODELS

Escape 165 CS - $14,695
16 ft. Evinrude E40 Karavan Roller Trailer

Voyageur 175 Sport - $22,995
17.5 ft. Evinrude E115 Karavan Roller Trailer

Competitor 185 Sport - $30,995
18.5 ft. Evinrude E150 HO Karavan Roller Trailer

SYLVAN SALE !

We Take Care Of Our Customers...Best Pricing Around! Shop Us Last!

820 Cruise - $18,999
Evinrude w/ Cover E50

8520 Cruise - $23,495
Evinrude w/ Cover E90 HO (Scratch & Dent)

820 4 pt  Fish - $20,695
Evinrude E50

2017 Model 8522 Fish & Cruise  
Evinrude E90 Etec     $24,999

- Crane Lake -
Come Celebrate With Us!

Visitcranelake.com for information on events

The Place to be the Weekend of

    JULY 12 - JULY 15

   Travel by ATV or CAR
to a fish fry

at Vermilion Falls.  

The
Weekend’s

BIG EVENT...

Fry for All
$15 per person

Saturday, July 14

3191 Hwy 77, Tower (Daisy Bay, Lake Vermilion)
753-6277 Bar/Restaurant / 753-5707 Pizza

Reservations Appreciated • Take Out Available

VERMILION CLUB
& POOR GARY’S PIZZA

Hours: Mon-Thurs: 3 PM-Close; Fri, Sat, Sun: Noon-Close
Dining Room: Sun-Thurs: Open daily to 9 PM, Fri & Sat: Noon to 10 PM

Poor Gary’s Pizza: Sun.-Wed. to 9 PM; Thurs. to 10 PM
Fri. & Sat. to Midnight

COME CELEBRATE

at the VC!

by MELISSA ROACH
Staff Writer



COMPETITION

Look out for Ladyslippers
ORCHID SEASON
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The Pink Ladyslipper, one of the area’s 
most common ladyslippers, is mostly 
done blooming for the season.
photo by M. Helmberger

Left: 
June is the 
season for 
Minnesota’s 
state flower, 
the Showy 
Ladyslipper, 
seen here in 
bloom right 
now in a 
location in 
Tower. 
It appears 
to be an 
excellent 
year for 
Showy 
Ladyslippers, 
with many 
reported along 
Hwy. 53 and 
side roads 
from Ash Lake 
north to the 
border.
photo by 
M. Helmberger

Below: 
Dramatic 
reddish 
sepals provide 
a spectacular 
backdrop for 
this Small 
Yellow 
Ladyslipper 
photographed 
in Embarrass.
photo by D. Smith

 Fishing reports

Wildflower Watch
This week’s featured flower
PURPLE CINQUEFOIL

Last week we saw hot, humid 
and windless days affecting the 
bite.  You needed to be on the 
water as the sun came up and the 
last hour before dark.  This made 
fishing tough as you also needed 
to know where to be during those 
key hours or you would miss out 
on the bite.  Soft bottom shallow 
areas produced well as the first 
significant mayfly hatch was in 
the making. 

As the weekend approached 
we had significant rain and then 
much cooler temps and now an 
east wind turning the bite back 
on again during the day.  Stick to 
soft bottom areas and wind-swept 
shorelines using live bait rigs and 
you should find fish.  Leeches and 
crawlers seem to be producing 
best but there is still a jig and 
minnow bite.  A good map is 
your best friend.  Chase the wind 
to areas that are pushing baitfish 
in to feast on the current mayfly 
hatch and you will find fish.

Larger northern pike have 
started to move to cooler waters 
as the hot weather brought water 
temps up quite a bit.  You will 
still find smaller pike mixed in 
with small mouth bass along 
most shorelines casting just about 
anything.

Crabby Phil’s tip of the week
Well, it’s mayfly time 

of year as one of the first 
hatches  is  taking place. 
A mayfly  hatch doesn’ t 
have to spoil your fishing. 
Mayflies hatch as the soft 
lake bottom warms up, and 
walleyes love the larvae. 
You know where the wall-
eyes are, whereever there 
is  soft  bottom structure. 
Put various baits in front of them, 
with and without spinners. If 
your presentation impresses them 
you’ll catch those ‘eyes.

Guide Trent Snyder
It was a good week of fishing. 

This week the bite was strong 
evening and early morning. Most 
of the fish I caught were in that 16 
to 21-foot range, it was a sunny 
calm week which made the bite 
challenging during the hot after-
noons. Bright colored jigs on 
bright colored days work the best. 
Just make sure you fish the wind.  
Make your afternoons pay off by 
casting cranks along the shoreline 
for some small mouth bass. 

Good luck. 

This is a wildflower that 
likes to keep its feet wet. Purple 
Cinquefoil, Potentilla palustris, 
is best seen in open bogs and fens, 
or along road ditches through 
boggy country. It has a palmate 
leaf, with five leaflets, and a 
distinctive deep purple flower. 
The sharply pointed “petals” are 
actually the flower’s sepals. The 
petals are much smaller and can 
be found in the center. 

They’re just starting their 
period of bloom, so they should 
be in flower for the next few 
weeks. They are members of the 
Rose family.

Kab-Nam area

Ethan Pudil, of Lakeville, smiles big as he hoists a battle-scarred 
Lake Vermilion musky for a quick photo before releasing it. It was 
the largest of two musky that Pudil caught on Satuday to clinch first 
place in the state tournament.  submitted photo

Young anglers 
make their mark in 
musky competition

VERMILION DAM 
LODGE— The splash of 
musky lures on the water 
could be heard all across the 
west end of Lake Vermilion 
last Friday as 40 young 
people from around the state 
of Minnesota took part in 
the annual state high school 
musky tournament. 

I know… you’re prob-
ably wondering why musky 
fishing wasn’t a spring sport 
when you were in school. 
It’s a question Mike Riha 
gets all the time. For the 
past four years he’s been 
the organizer of this annual 
event, which just wrapped 
up its ninth year. 

The event is organized 

by Muskies, Inc., a non-prof-
it dedicated, in part, to edu-
cating young people about 
musky fishing and main-
taining the resource. The 
Twin Cities-based Hugh 
C. Becker Foundation pro-
vides most of the funding 
for the event, which has 
been held at Vermilion 
Dam Lodge for the past 
four years. Becker was an 
avid musky fisherman and 
a founding member of the 
Twin Cities Muskies, Inc. 
chapter, one of 11 chapters 
in the state.

Each of those chapters 
can send up to two teams of 
local students to take part in 
the state tournament. 

For the students taking 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See MUSKY...pg. 9B
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Park supporters during the dock christening held 
Saturday. Pictured are (l-r) park superintendent Bob 
DeGross, Eric Johnson, Christina Hausman, Megan 
Bond, Allison O’Hara and Rep. Rob Ecklund. 
submitted

VOYAGEURS NATIONAL PARK

MUSKY...Continued from page 8B
part, the road to state tournament 
competition varies. Some chapters 
have just enough interest to send 
their allotted two teams, while other 
chapters attract lots of students. In 
those cases, local tournaments are 
typically held to determine who 
gets to compete at state. This year, 
a total of 104 students competed to 
go to state, with 40 qualifying for 
the event.

At the competition, the young 
anglers head out at the crack of 
dawn for eight hours of fishing. The 
young anglers are typically accom-
panied by a parent or an adult, who 
serves as a boat driver, not a guide. 
Generally, the team with the most 
inches of musky (over 30 inches) 
is the winner, and if not enough 
muskies are caught, northern pike 
can also put you on the scoreboard. 

Many of the kids know their 
stuff when it comes to landing one 
of the state’s most challenging 
game fish. First place in this year’s 
tournament went to a two-student 
team from Lakeville, who landed a 
46-1/2-inch  and a 42-inch musky 
to win the trophy plaque and a new 
muskie rod. 

For Riha, organizing the tour-
nament is a labor of love. He’s an 
avid musky angler himself and as 
a retired high school math teacher 
from Coon Rapids, he’s long been 

focused on helping kids learn. 
He’s an active member of his local 
Muskies, Inc. chapter, but the time 
he devotes to the tournament is a 
purely volunteer gig. “One of our 
guiding principles is to help kids 
get into musky fishing,” said Riha. 
“Many of the kids over the years 
have been novices. They come to 
the competition and get all pumped 
up over musky fishing.”

As a former teacher, Riha also 
recognizes that the competition 

provides a wholesome activity for 
students who may not otherwise 
participate in extracurriculars. It 
fills a niche for some kids who are 
not athletes or in the fine arts, and 
have never participated in extra-
curriculars. 

And thanks to such efforts, the 
splash of musky lures will likely 
continue to ripple across Minnesota 
lakes for generations to come.

New dock provides safer 
launch for canoes and kayaks

RAINY LAKE— 
Canoeists and kayakers 
interested in exploring 
Voyageurs National Park 
will now have a quieter and 
safer place to launch their 
craft in the park. A new 
dock designed specifically 
for canoes and kayaks was 
officially opened for use 
this past Saturday, June 
22, near the Rainy Lake 
Visitor’s Center.

Christina Hausman, 
executive director of 
the nonprofit Voyageur 
National Park Association, 
said the new dock was 
needed to reduce crowd-
ing and safety concerns 
at the visitors center main 
launch point, which caters 
to a large volume of larger 
motorized boats in addition 
to the paddle craft. 

“This was a safer alter-
native,” said Hausman. 

The new launch site 
was designed to accom-
modate canoers along with 
the growing interest in sea 
kayaking in the park. “We 
see sea kayakers as our fast-
est-growing user group,” 
said Hausman. “With big 
lakes, very few portages, 
and lots of islands, it’s the 
perfect place to practice 
big water kayaking,” she 
said. The ability of park 
users to reserve campsites 
has helped kayakers, said 
Hausman, because they 
can better plan their routes 
with the confidence that 
they’ll have access to 
campsites they can com-
fortably reach.

VNPA members and 
the outdoors equipment 
retailer REI provided the 
funding for the $7,000 
project. 

  
from NOAA weather

Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

80   64 78  58 73  55 76   5673  55
Ely     Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.     Cook   Hi  Lo  Prec. Sn.   Orr     Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Emb.  Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Tower Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   

06/18     73     49    0.00      
06/19     77     44    0.00      
06/20     78     43    0.00      
06/21     84     51    0.00      
06/22     84     49    0.00      
06/23     83     55    0.01      
06/24     83     51    0.40    
Totals       6.77                       

06/18     77     55    0.00      
06/19     79     46    0.00      
06/20     82     54    0.00      
06/21     82     54    0.00      
06/22     82     55    0.00      
06/23     79     63    0.00      
06/24     70     55    0.00                                                  
Totals        NA       NA   

06/18     na     na    0.00      
06/19     77     52    0.00      
06/20     79     52    0.00      
06/21     83     55    0.00      
06/22     82     55    0.00      
06/23     81     57    0.20      
06/24     77     54    0.13    
Totals      10.52        

06/18     74     50    0.03      
06/19     80     45    0.00      
06/20     80     50    0.00      
06/21     85     51    0.00      
06/22     84     48    0.00      
06/23     82     56    0.00      
06/24     80     53    0.14      
Totals       7.43      

06/18     76     50    0.04      
06/19     76     60    0.00      
06/20     77     62    0.00      
06/21     75     60    0.00      
06/22     81     59    0.00      
06/23     82     55    0.00      
06/24     79     52    0.20            
Totals        8.59     

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST

Ethan Pudil and his teammate Hayden Jensen, from Lakeville High 
School won the first place trophy and other prizes in the competi-
tion this past weekend.   submitted photo

3 Column X 5” Timberjay • June 4, 2018

Mtn. Iron/Virginia741-3000
www.advoptical.comOutside Rx always welcome!

Thanks to our customer’s buying 
habits . . . Advanced Optical has been 
approved to be one of just ten 
Minnesota stores authorized for the 
Liu Jo designer frames line. A youthful, 
fashion-forward women’s collection 
with great colors, distinctive markings, 
and comfortable stylings.

Shop around . . . you’ll shop us last.
1-800-662-5700

Spring Park Rd.
Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING

Ritchie
Automatic

Livestock Waterers
and Parts

Keeping the Classics Afloat

• Wooden Boat Restoration and Repair
• Restored and Unrestored Boats for Sale

Dana Hein, Jeff Larson, Aaron Starke

202 N. Cedar St., Tower, MN 55790 • 218-235-8163
www.sunriseriverboatworks.com • sunrisetowboatshop@gmail.com JAY GREENEY • 651-260-4228 • jmgreen40@earthlink.net

AUCTION ENDING ON JULY 9
STARTS CLOSING AT 7 PM

Inspection is Thursday, July 5 from 2 to 5 PM

ONLINE ESTATE AUCTION

9257 Birch Lake Road, Ely MN 55731

• Vintage Larson wood boat
   with trailer and motor
• Four-wheelers
• Vintage tractors
• Tools
• Golf cart
• And much more

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor



NOTICE OF 
POSTPONEMENT OF 

SHERIFF’S EXECUTION 
SALE OF REAL 

PROPERTY
Under and by virtue of an 
Execution issued out of 
and under the seal of the 
District Court of the State 
of Minnesota, in and for the 
Fourth Judicial District and 
County of Hennepin.

On the 5th  day of October, 
2015, upon a judgment 
rendered and docket-
ed in said Court and said 
County in an action there-
in, between e5 Solutions 
Group LLC; Peter Wolf; 
George James Ryan; Joseph 
Lincoln; Troy Baak, Plaintiff/
Judgment Creditor; and 
Kurt Grotenhuis, Defendant/
Judgment Debtor, in favor 
of said Plaintiff/Judgment 
Creditor and against said 
Defendant/Judgment Debtor, 
Kurt Grotenhuis, for the 
sum of Three Hundred Fifty 
Thousand Sixty and 48/100 
Dollars ($350,060.48), as 

appears by the judgment roll 
filed in the Office of the Clerk 
of said District Court for said 
County. Said judgment was 
docketed in the Hennepin 
County District Court on 
the 15th day of December, 
2015, at 8:34 a.m., and 
was subsequently docket-
ed in the St. Louis County 
District Court on January 19, 
2016 at 1:44:16 p.m.  The 
sum of Four Hundred Forty 
Thousand Two Hundred 
Sixteen and 13/100 Dollars 
($440,216.13) is now actually 
due thereon with interest of 
$95.91 per diem, increased 
costs and for all Sheriff’s 
fees, costs and disburse-
ments of levy.  At the time of 
sale, additional cost may be 
incurred and added.

Which said Execution has 
to the Sheriff of St. Louis 
County been duly directed 
and delivered, said Sheriff 
has levied upon and will set 
at public auction to the high-
est cash bidder, in the lobby 
of said Sheriff’s main office, 

100 North Fifth Avenue 
West, Room 103, in the City 
of Duluth, Minnesota 55802, 
in St. Louis County on the 
17th day of July, 2018 at 
10:00 o’clock a.m. the fee 
simple interest that the above 
named Defendant/Judgment 
Debtor had in and to the real 
property, commonly known 
as 1147 Ring Rock Road, 
Ely, Minnesota, and herein-
after legally described on the 
19th day of January, 2016, 
that being the date of rendi-
tion of said judgment or any 
interest therein which said 
Defendant/Judgment Debtor 
Kurt Grotenhuis has since 
that day acquired the legal 
description of the real prop-
erty being as follows, to wit:

Lot Ten (10), Block One (1), 
Ring Rock, St. Louis County, 
Minnesota

according to the plat there-
of on file and of record in 
the office of the Registrar 
of Titles in and for St. Louis 
County.

The real property is encum-
bered by a mortgage exe-
cuted by Kurt Grotenhuis 
and Mary Grotenhuis, hus-
band and wife, as mortgag-
ors, to Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A., dated October 31, 
2011, filed November 8, 
2011, as Document No. 
906873. 

Ross Litman  
Sheriff, St. Louis County
Dated:  June 6th, 2018  
By: /s/ Dave Rolland  
Deputy Sheriff (Signature)
Lieutenant Dave Rolland 
Deputy Sheriff (Printed)

Published in the Timberjay, 
June 8, 15, 22, 29, 
July 6 & 13, 2018

ST. LOUIS & LAKE 
COUNTIES REGIONAL 

RAILROAD AUTHORITY
MESABI TRAIL

VERMILION STATE PARK 
TO EAGLES NEST – 

SEGMENT #1

ADVERTISEMENT FOR 
BIDS
Sealed Bids for the con-
struction of the Mesabi 
Trail, Vermilion State Park 
to Eagles Nest – Segment 
#1 will be received for a sin-

gle prime contract, by the 
St. Louis & Lake Counties 
Regional Railroad Authority, 
at the office of the St. Louis 
& Lake Counties Regional 
Railroad Authority, 111 
Station 44 Road, Eveleth, 
MN, until 11:00 a.m. local 
time on July 12, 2018, at 
which time the Bids received 
will be publicly opened and 
read.  The Project consists 
of constructing 1,500 tons 
bituminous paving, gravel 
shoulder restoration and all 
related appurtenances.
Prospective Bidders may 
examine the Bidding 
Documents at the Issuing 
Office and may obtain copies 
of the Bidding Documents 
from the Issuing Office 
(Office of the Engineer):  
JPJ Engineering, Inc., P.O. 
Box 656, 425 Grant Street, 
Hibbing, MN  55746, Phone:  
218- 262-5528, www.jpjeng.
com
Bidding Documents also may 
be examined at the office 
of the Owner, the Hibbing 
Builders Exchange and the 
Duluth Builders Exchange.
Printed copies of the Bidding 
Documents may be obtained 
from the Issuing Office upon 
payment of $30.00 for each 
set.  No refund will be pro-

vided.  Checks for Bidding 
Documents shall be paya-
ble to JPJ Engineering, Inc.  
Upon request and receipt of 
payment indicated above, the 
Issuing Office will transmit 
the Bidding Documents via 
U.S. mail.  Partial sets of 
Bidding Documents will not 
be available from the Issuing 
Office.  Neither Owner nor 
Engineer will be responsi-
ble for full or partial sets of 
Bidding Documents, includ-
ing Addenda if any, obtained 
from sources other than the 
Issuing Office.
Alternatively, Bidding 
Documents may be ordered 
on line by registering with the 
Issuing Office at www.jpjeng.
com under the “Construction 
Bidding Information” link for 
$20.00 (non-refundable).  
These documents may be 
downloaded by selecting this 
project and entering the eBid-
DocTM Number 5846981 
on the “Search Projects” 
page.  For assistance and 
free membership registra-
tion, contact QuestCDN at 
(952) 233-1632 or info@
questcdn.com.  Following 
registration, complete sets of 
Bidding Documents may be 
downloaded from the Issuing 
Office’s website as portable 

document format (PDF) files.    
Bidders responding to this 
solicitation document shall 
submit to the Owner a signed 
statement under oath by 
an owner or officer verify-
ing compliance with each 
of the minimum criteria in 
Minnesota Statutes, Section 
16C.285, subdivision 3.
Bid security shall be fur-
nished in accordance with 
the Instructions to Bidders, 
in an amount not less than 
5% (five percent) of the Total 
Bid.  The successful bidder 
will be required to provide a 
Performance Bond, Payment 
Bond and a Certificate of 
Insurance.
The Owner reserves the right 
to reject any or all bids, to 
waive irregularities and infor-
malities and to award the 
contract in the best interest 
of the OWNER.

Dated: 6/27/2018  
Bob Manzoline, Executive 
Director , St. Louis & Lake 
Counties Regional Railroad 
Authority

Published in the Timberjay, 
June 29 & July 6, 2018
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SubScribe Today

218-753-2950

FUNERAL SERVICES
Range Funeral Home

“Friends Helping Friends”

Virginia
741-1481

Hibbing
263-3276

Get
Results!

Advertise
in the

Timberjay!

Bridge Worker (2)
Apply by 7/9/18

www.stlouiscountymn.gov
or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer  6/29

Nett Lake School
Indian Home-School Liaison/Director

The Nett Lake School is seeking appli-
cations for an Indian Home-School 
Liaison/Director. This is a 35 hr./wk 
for 42 weeks position.  A complete job 
description and application can be found 
a www.nettlakeschool.org or you may stop 
by the Nett Lake School.  Salary will be 
based on qualifications and experience. 

The district will begin reviewing applica-
tions on April 20, 2018.   This position will 
remain open until filled.  tfn

PUBLIC NOTICES

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

The Timberjay is seeking a 
full-time editor/reporter who 
has experience and interest 
in serious, independent com-

munity journalism. We are family-owned and 
dedicated to quality newspaper publishing. 

Community beat could include local govern-
ment/politics, features, high school sports, 
outdoors, and investigative reporting. Job 
will also include page layout, photography, 
web and social media. Opportunity to move 
into management/ownership position for the 
right candidate. 

Join our small but dedicated crew covering 
life in the north country. Competitive sal-
ary and benefits. Send resume and clips 
to Marshall Helmberger, The Timberjay 
Newspaper, PO Box 636, Tower, MN 55790, 
or email to marshall@timberjay.com.

Full-Time 
Editor/Reporter

7.6

MORCOM TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF MEETING CHANGE

The Morcom Town Board will meet on 
Tuesday, July 10, 2018, at 6 p.m. at the Bear 
River School. Please note change from regu-
lar meeting date and location.

Sasha Lehto, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, June 29, 2018

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Vermilion Country School
A Grades 7 - 12 

Charter School in Tower

Openings for 
Special Education Teacher, Special Education 

Paraprofessional, and Part-Time and 
Substitute Bus and Van Drivers.

See our website for full job descriptions!
http://www.vermilioncountry.org/employment
Or email kfitton@vermilioncountry.org for details
218-753-1246   •  www.vermilioncountry.org

1 Enterprise Dr., Tower, MN 55790

BEARVILLE TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF RESCHEDULED MEETING

The Bearville Township Board of Supervisors 
has rescheduled their July meeting. The 
July 2018 meeting of the Bearville Township 
Board of Supervisors has been rescheduled 
to Tuesday, July 17, 2018, at 9 a.m. at the 
Bearville Town Hall.

Kathy Cressy, Bearville Township Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, June 29, 2018



SUPPORT 
GROUPS

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS 
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St. 
Anthony’s Church Classroom 
3-Use west side entrance. For 
more information go to coda.
org on the web.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by some-
one’s drinking? Al-Anon Family 
Group is a community-based 
mutual support program for the 
friends and families of alcohol-
ics. It is confidential and open 
to anyone affected by someone 
else’s drinking. Hope Lutheran 
Church in Embarrass hosts an 
Al-Anon group on Monday eve-
nings at 6 p.m. 218-984-2037.

AA OPEN MEETING- 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian 
Church, Acacia Blvd. and 
Central Drive in Babbitt.

RENTAL 
WANTED

LOOKING FOR A 2-3 BR 
HOUSE TO RENT in Tower-
Soudan area. Pet-friendly. 
Professional couple. Good ref-
erences. 218-820-3513.  6/29p

PERSONALS
FIT COLORADO MAN seeks 
fit canoeing woman as life part-
ner. Call Paul, 234-214-7332 
or email ptboof@yahoo.com.  
7/27p

WANTED
WANTED TO BUY: Will pay 
cash for junk cars and pickups. 
Will pick up. Also, we collect 
used oil. Call 218-757-3255 or 
218-780-2579.  tfn

SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic 
canoe into cash. Call Steve at 
365-6745.  tfn

SUPPORT 
GROUPS

MS SUPPORT GROUP- 
meets the second Friday of 
the month at 1 p.m. at the 
Babbitt Municipal Building, 
senior room. Open to all. For 
information contact Mary at 
218-827-8327.

ORR AA and AL-ANON meet 
Tuesdays, AA at 8 p.m. and 
Al-ANON at 7 p.m.  Holy Cross 
Catholic Church, Orr.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS- 
Meetings every Wednesday 
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn 

VERMILION SHEAR IMAGE- 
Men’s & Women’s hairstyling.  
314 Main St., Tower, 218-753-
2928.  Open Tuesday-Friday, 
9am – 5pm.  tfn 

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

LICENSE 
BUREAU

COOK AREA LICENSE 
BUREAU- -221 S. Hwy 
53, Cook. Open-M-F 9-5, 
FastTrack Title Service-MVR-
DNR-Limited DL, Dry Cleaning 
Drop off/Pick up, CDL/
Motorcycle/ Drivers Manuals. 
Now accepting Visa/MC/
Discover. Questions call 218-
666-6199. tfn

REAL ESTATE
Search ALL MLS listings at 
www.pfremmerrealty.com.   tfn

2BR FURNISHED HOUSE for 
sale in Soudan. Call Greg or 
Joan Dostert at 218-753-3047 
for a showing. Was $85,000, 
NOW ONLY $81,000. 8/28v

STORAGE
RED ROCK STORAGE- Boats, 
Cars, Household Items. Ideal 
Location. Many sizes. Also 
Mobile Storage Containers 
delivered to your location. 
www.redrock-storage.com. Call 
218-753-2375.   tfn

HELP WANTED
DOCK/YARD PERSON- Pike 
Bay Lodge on Lake Vermilion, 
Tower, is looking for full-time 
summer help. Yard work/dock 
service/maintenance.  Call 218-
753-2430.  tfn 

ELY SUBWAY- NOW HIRING 
all shifts- FT, PT, seasonal, 
year-round. If you are friendly 
and like to keep busy, apply at 
our store or online at subway.
com.  tfn

HELP WANTED- Full-time ser-
vice writer/parts clerk position. 
Full-time benefits. Contact Lee 
or Ellie at Waschke Family 
Chevrolet in Cook, 126 N. Hwy 
53, PO Box 549, Cook, MN 
55723. 218-666-5901 or 800-
238-4545.  tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Classifieds run in all 3 editions 
of the Timberjay.

Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 

(private parties only). We now accept payment by 
Visa, Mastercard and Discover. Call your ad in to 218-
753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds are billed by the 
“inch”- please call for prices and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC
“Put A Piece Of

Northern
Minnesota

In Your Home”
Superior Quality

• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE

Two locations to
serve you locally:

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.
45 E. Chapman Street

ELY
365-3132

TOWER AUTO
PARTS

515 Main Street
TOWER

753-2724

AUTOMOTIVE

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service, Orr, Mn 55771

Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser, Crestliner,
Lund, Spartan Trailers, Ercoa Pontoons.

Call 218-757-3150

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
Summer Hours:

Mon-Fri 8-6, Sat 8-5, Sun 9-4

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

A FULL SERVICE MARINA

218.993.2214
www.handbergs.com

7123 Handberg Rd, Crane Lake, MN

Boat & Motor
Sales, Service, Rental

Inside/Outside Storage

Gift Shop:
Ice Cream Cones • Clothing

Gifts • Boat Accessories
Gas • Bait • Wifi

Marina Slips • Daily RV Sites

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

RUMMAGE SALE

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 

Mechanic on Duty
moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

MARINE  

Two locations to
serve you locally:

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.
45 E. Chapman Street

ELY
365-3132

TOWER AUTO
PARTS

515 Main Street
TOWER

753-2724 See us at: www.grubens.com
Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,

Tower MN 55790

• Boat launch, rental,
store & repair

• Cabins for a great,
fun vacation

DOG 
GROOMING

Boundary
Waters Dog
Grooming

Owner
Eileen Kronmiller

Over 30 years experience!

218-753-1228
305 Birch St, Tower

(behind Jeanne’s Cards & Gifts)

REDUCED: Frigidaire 
Upright Freezer:

Nearly new, white, excellant 
condition. 20.2 cu. ft. 
(Paid $929 plus tax.)

Will sell for $500  $474.50
In Soudan-Call Scarlet 

218-235-1377

BUY THIS .... Hunting 
Season Approaches... 

FOR SALE

MUSIC IN     
THE PARK

Free family-friendly concerts 
are held from 6-8:30 p.m. at 
the gazebo in downtown Cook 
every Wednesday from June 
13-Aug. 29. This activity is 
made possible by Northwoods 
Friends of the Arts, Cook VFW 
Post 1157, Cook Lions Club, 
The Timberwolves Snowmobile 
Club, and community donations.
THIS WEEK’S PERFORMERS!
July 4- No show- Happy 
Birthday America!
July 11- Everybody’s Uncle- 
classic oldies featuring 
“Southside” Willy Larson on 
saxophone

ANTIQUES

221 Hwy 53, Suite B
Cook, MN (Next to Subway)

Thur-Mon 10-5 • 218.666.3139

STOP IN!

Vermilion
Cottage
Antiques

Vermilion
Cottage
Antiques

Find us on
Facebook

Calvary Lutheran Church, Orr

BASEMENT SALE
Saturday, June 30 - 

Tuesday, July 3
9-5 Daily • Sunday 12-5

LOTSA, LOTSA, LOTSA ITEMS
Clothing (all sizes), Household, 

Furniture, Books, Holiday, Sporting Goods, 

Tools, Miscellaneous.  
    

 BAKE SALE & LUNCH   6/29

DAY CARE
VICKI’S LITTLE DAY CARE- 
Trust a licensed provider! 
Infants and older. Located in 
Ely. Call 701-936-9191.  7/20

LAND FOR 
LEASE

RECREATION PARCELS FOR 
LEASE- Good road access, 
nice cleared sites, 5 acres up to 
35 acres. Great hunting, close 
to lakes. 218-290-5370.  7/6

FOR SALE
WESTPOINT WINDOW AIR 
CONDITIONER and air purifier- 
10,000 BTU. Cools up to 490 
sq. ft. Has remote control. Used 
2 summers. $75. Call 218-753-
3061.  7/6p

NOW HIRING FULL-TIME AND 
PART-TIME LINE COOKS 
at the Vermilion Club, Lake 
Vermilion, Tower. Competitive 
wages and summer bonus. 
Apply in person or email 
Talmiko@yahoo.com.  7/27

EVENTS
All the way from south Texas, 
Jamie Lin Wilson and Courtney 
Patton!  Country Music Farm 
Party July 21. Music starting 
at 4 pm with our own Jason 
Martinson.  Food available for 
sale by the Crescent Bar & 
Grill.  Tickets $20 per person 
call 780-8611 Cook’s Country 
Connection. 6/29
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YOU CALL! WE HAUL!
Cement Trucks • Building Material

Septic-pumping Trucks • Dirt
Well-drilling Equipment

Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson
Anderson Barging, Inc.
Phone: 218-993-2288  Cell: 218-780-4955

www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

Let these professionals 
help with your next 

home improvement project!

Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and

professional services assuring
peace of mind for our

customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our

service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the

industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of
our transactions ensures our

customers a level of comfort that
is unmatched in the industry.

ELY OFFICE
107 E Camp St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Fax (218)365-6164
Angie Mikulich
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Fax (218)742-9383
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Closing Specialist

COOK OFFICE
P.O. Box 539 • Cook MN 55723
Phone (218)666-3174
Fax (218)742-9392
Sharon Maronick
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

www.netitle.com

20 and 30 yard 
Roll-off Boxes

for cleanup,
demo & garbage 218-787-2377

Servicing the Iron Range Area & North

UDOVICH GARBAGE
& ROLL-OFF SERVICE

• Business For Sale •


 
 
 
 
 












TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor
Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung,

Cook, Ely and surrounding communities

P R O P E R T I E S   N O R T H

612-834-5769 (Cell)
Your Home,Your Cabin,Your Wildernest TM

www.yourwildernest.com

Call
753-2950
to subscribe

to the 
Timberjay!

INSURANCE

218-753-2101
415 Main St.
Tower, MN

www.towersoudanagency.com

We Can Insure:
Residential, Seasonal, Island and

Non-Road Access Properties

Tower-Soudan Agency
& Palo Mutual

Your Independent Insurance Agency

• General Contractor
• New Construction
• Remodeling
• Garages
• Boathouses
• Property Maintenance
• Island Work
• Skidsteer Work

License #BC385748

2020 Burtness Rd.
Cook, MN 55723

Sheldon Sandberg, Owner
Cell: 218-780-7153

WE SERVICE ESTATES!
Bring in your car, 4-wheeler or boat and let us

help with all your auction needs.
NOW SELLING USED CARS & MORE!

1307 E. Sheridan St, Ely • HOURS: Mon-Thurs: 1-5 PM
651-260-4228 • jmgreen40@earthlink.net

REAL ESTATE

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER

REBATE Form

$10 $10
REBATE on 
Supreme per gal.
$35 per 5-gal. container

REBATE on
Pristine &
Medallion per gal.
$40 per 5-gal.
container 

JUNE 24-JULY 8

REBATE
on Cabot

Exterior Stain
& Timber Oil

ALL CABOT® 

EXTERIOR STAIN 
MAIL-IN REBATE

Get $10 back 
per gallon,

$40 back per 
5-gallon.

Valid on submissions postmarked
on or before August 8, 2018.

Maximum rebate $80.
See coupon for complete details.

$7

MONEY BACK BY MAIL-
Offer valid on purchases with dated 
sales receiptJune 24-July 8, 2018.  

MONEY BACK BY MAIL-Offer 
valid on purchases with dated sales receipt 

between June 24-July 8, 2018.
Valid on submissions postmarked on or 

before August 8, 2018. Limit $80.
See rebate coupon for details. 

$10 MAIL IN

FRESH NEW REBATES!

Pristine

WE WILL BE CLOSED JULY 4

JUNE 24-JULY 8

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

Affordable Deck Package!
8x12 Treated Deck Pkg.

$325 includes tax
CASH & CARRY ONLY

Closing 1 PM July 3, Closed July 4
Have a Safe and Happy Holiday!

(218) 666-5352
www.bicrealty.com
info@bicrealty.com 

#131778 - BUYCK Ideal horse-person/sportsperson’s 
country home on 33.94 acres near Vermilion River and 
Lake. High quality 2 BR, 1-3/4 BA home, horse barn, 
fencing, heated garage, sauna, overlooking scenic Two 
Mile Creek. Many extras. $309,900
#134851 - LAKE VERMILION - Gold Island 1 BR+ loft 
cabin  on 1.5 acres w/ 325 ft lksh w/ wood stove 
and electric composting toilet. $179,000
#134670 - COOK 2 BR, 1-1/2 BA single-level living 
with open floor plan and a pellet stove fireplace. 
Property on 4 city lots w/ 2-stall garage.  $84,500

Lake Country
218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

Elbow Lake-$169,900 Charming boat-access cabin with 
electricity, dock and 18.25 acres. MLS#132201
Elbow Lake-$39,900  228 ft of shoreline on 2.3 wooded 
acres. MLS#133667
Elephant Lake-$75,000  5.2 wooded acres and 450 ft of 
shoreline. Joins public lands. MLS#132106
Orr-$75,000 25.31-acres  and cabin near Elephant Lake. 
Adjoins public lands. MLS#132164
Elbow Lake-$99,000  35.25 acres with 1,900 ft of shoreline. 
MLS#134609

Looking To Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

www.vermilionland.com • info@vermilionland.com
Tower:  218-753-8985

(218) 365-6037
2331 Old Hwy. 169, Ely
1/4 mi. E. of 88 & 169

Landscaping Services, Garden Design,
Retaining Walls, Patios,

Yard Restoration

In Business Since 1979

Client • Rockwood Restaurant, Ely

Greenstone Nursery, Ely

We Offer A Huge Selection Of Trees,
Shrubs, Annuals and Perennials!

Client • Lake Vermilion Resident

We Use
Native
Plants!

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 • plant 218-365-4030

fax 218-365-6985 • cell 218-341-3197

We have Crushed & Washed Rock,
Sand, Garden Soil,

Crushed/Screened Gravel & More,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks

FREE ESTIMATES for site development,
roads, fill and excavations,

Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers

FOREST CONCRETE
READY MIX

Celebrating
Over

44 Years!

From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
Virginia, using local gravel pits

to support all your needs.

The
Timberjay
classified
ads reach 
readers 

of all three
editions 

every week.

Call 753-2950 
to place 

yours now!


